[image: image1.jpg]Charter Schools Institute
The State University of New York





SUNY Board Grants Short-Term Renewal to Buffalo United Charter School 
One of three renewal decisions made today for SUNY authorized charter schools in Buffalo.  See http://www.newyorkcharters.org for additional details.

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell:  518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  January 15, 2008
Albany - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to grant a Short-Term Renewal of three years to Buffalo United Charter School. 
Per the New York Charter Schools Act, an initial charter is granted for a maximum period of five years.  The Buffalo United Charter School is currently in its fifth year of operation; today’s action extends the school’s charter through 2011.  The school currently serves 573 students in Kindergarten through 8th grade.
While the school did apply for a full-term, five-year renewal, the Institute was unable to make that recommendation pursuant to the Practices, Policies and Procedures for the Renewal of Charter Schools Authorized by the State University Board of Trustees (State University Renewal Practices.)

Rather, the Institute found that Buffalo United Charter School has compiled an ambiguous or mixed record of educational achievement as measured by the school’s progress toward meeting its Accountability Plan academic goals, but had in place and in operation at the time of the renewal inspection review an academic program of sufficient strength and effectiveness, as assessed by a subset of the State University of New York Charter Renewal Benchmarks known as the Qualitative Education Benchmarks, that will likely result in the school’s being able to meet or come close to meeting those goals with the additional time provided by a Short-Term Renewal.  Accordingly, and consistent with the State University Renewal Practices, the Institute recommended that the charter be renewed for a term of three years.

Buffalo United’s progress is detailed in the January 4, 2008 Renewal Report developed by the Institute (the full report is available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/pubsReportsRenewals.htm).  See excerpts below:

During the charter period, Buffalo United Charter School has compiled a mixed record of educational achievement as measured by its progress toward meeting its key Accountability Plan academic goals.  Over the last three years, Buffalo United has generally come close to 

- MORE -

meeting its Accountability Plan mathematics goal and did in fact meet them in 2007.  Over the same period, however, with the exception of 2005, the school has not come close to meeting its English language arts goal.  

Buffalo United Charter School has a system to gather assessment data from multiple sources and disseminate it among its teachers, and the school has used this information to make school-wide changes to its academic program.  At the time of the renewal inspection visit, Buffalo United Charter School was at the beginning stages of training its teachers to use this information to improve instructional effectiveness.  For the majority of the term of its charter, Buffalo United has used textbooks and other materials selected by its education service provider as its curriculum; however, the school has made a purposeful decision, driven by student assessment data, to move toward state performance indicators as the basis for its curriculum, and utilize a variety of pre-packaged curricular materials as tools to support the delivery of instruction.  The school’s leadership team, in partnership with the school’s board of trustees and education service provider, has identified a set of school priorities, and has taken action in line with those priorities.  The school’s principal, assistant principal, instructional coach, and director of instruction, with their focus on these priorities, have the potential to support the effective delivery of the instructional program.   

Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process, including a copy of the State University Renewal Practices, are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.
Charter schools are tuition free public schools.  In exchange for certain freedoms (the ability to develop their own curriculum, choose staff, set educational goals, offer a longer school day and school year, and establish their own standards for student behavior), charter schools must continually apply for, and demonstrate that they have earned the right to continue the high privilege of educating New York’s children. 

If a charter school cannot meet the standards for charter renewal, it risks being closed down.  This unprecedented level of accountability is what distinguishes New York charter schools from their traditional district school peers. 

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.

The State University Trustees and Charter Schools Institute were featured in a recent United States Department of Education guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing.  SUNY was nominated and selected after a rigorous review process—chosen from over 800 charter authorizers nationally—and is one of only eight charter authorizers profiled. 

- ### -
