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SUNY Board Grants Highest Renewal to King Center Charter School (Buffalo)

One of three renewal decisions made today for SUNY authorized charter schools in Buffalo.  See http://www.newyorkcharters.org for additional details.
Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell: 518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  January 15, 2008
Albany - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to grant a full-term, five-year Subsequent Renewal to the King Center Charter School in Buffalo.  The full-term, five-year renewal is the highest renewal designation that the State University Trustees award.
In earning this recommendation, King Center Charter School has fully met the conditions of a one-year, non-precedent setting renewal granted to the school in March of 2007.  The school currently serves 101 students in Kindergarten through 4th grade.

By way of background, at the time of its Application for Subsequent Renewal in 2006 King Center presented a unique data set:  incredibly high scores in mathematics and science, and declining scores in English language arts.  It was this data set that prompted the one-year renewal with conditions.  The State University Trustees explicitly outlined their expectations regarding academic attainment and improvement during the one year period, expectations which, one year later, the school has met.  

King Center’s progress relative to the conditions of the one-year renewal is detailed in the 
January 4, 2008 Renewal Report developed by the Institute (the full report is available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/pubsReportsRenewals.htm).  See excerpts below:
As a condition of being eligible for a full-term, five-year renewal, King Center had to meet, or come close to meeting, both of its English language arts and mathematics Accountability Plan goals.  Also, for each of these two goals, which consist of five measures, the Institute defined successful achievement as either:  1) meeting the required absolute measure of student proficiency on State assessments and coming close to meeting three of the four remaining required measures; or 2) coming close to meeting each of the five required measures.  In addition, the school had to meet, or come close to meeting, its science goal.  
For this one-year charter period, King Center has posted strong results on the New York State assessments in English language arts and mathematics, meeting its Accountability Plan goals in both of these subjects.  In mathematics, King Center has sustained its high level of performance since the beginning of the previous charter period.  In English language arts, 
after a precipitous decline the previous year, the school showed notable progress in 2006-07.  
In both subjects, the school has outperformed the local school district and enabled a large number of its 4th grade students to become proficient.  
- MORE -
On the TerraNova test, administered to students in 1st through 3rd grades, King Center enabled students to score above grade level in English language arts and close to grade level in mathematics.  In addition, the school met its science goal with the vast majority of students scoring at the advanced level on the 4th grade state science exam.  

…The priorities set by the school’s leadership are responsive to, and consistent with, achieving the school’s academic Accountability Plan goals and addressing academic deficiencies.  Beginning late in the 2006-07 school year, the leadership established the improvement of reading results as a clear priority.  The school has taken specific, meaningful steps to achieve this goal, including evaluating and selecting a new reading curriculum, evaluating and selecting a rigorous assessment system, and grouping students based on assessment of their literacy mastery levels and needs.  The school has hired and assigned teachers according to the priority of improving literacy with reading teachers now considered to be the “primary” instructor in each classroom.  King Center also has new systems for teacher evaluation and professional development that are aligned with instructional priorities.

Charter schools are tuition free public schools.  In exchange for certain freedoms (the ability to develop their own curriculum, choose staff, set educational goals, offer a longer school day and school year, and establish their own standards for student behavior), charter schools must continually apply for, and demonstrate that they have earned the right to continue the high privilege of educating New York’s children. 
If a charter school cannot meet the standards for charter renewal, it risks being closed.  This unprecedented level of accountability is what distinguishes New York charter schools from their traditional district school peers. 
Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 

The State University Trustees and the Charter Schools Institute were featured in a recent United States Department of Education guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing.  SUNY was nominated and selected after a rigorous review process—chosen from over 800 charter authorizers nationally—and is one of only eight charter authorizers profiled. 
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