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Posted January 3, 2012
For Applicants Proposing Charter Schools in New York City

For the 2012 application round, Chancellor Dennis Walcott has identified the urgent need for high‐quality middle schools across the entire city.  The Division of Portfolio Planning has also indicated that there is a general need for high school seats and applications that have a specific focus on English language learners or special education are encouraged as well. 

Geographically, the Division has indicated that there is limited public school space in certain districts across the city.  Based on the current list of under‐utilized NYCDOE public school facilities, new schools may be accommodated in the following districts for the 2013‐2014 school year
: 

Manhattan: There is need for high quality options in Manhattan but space availability in district buildings is limited in all of the CSD.  The NYCDOE will entertain conversations for incubation with specific private facility plans. 
Brooklyn: 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 32 
Queens: 27, 28 
Bronx: There is need for high quality options in the Bronx but space availability in district buildings is limited in all of the CSD’s.  The NYCDOE will entertain conversations for incubation with specific private facility plans. 
Schools that are interested in incubation space will be asked for specific documentation around their plans to move into a private facility.  These documents include: milestones of facility plans, detailed proposed construction timelines, program of review, scope of work, space assumptions, budget and fiscal assumptions, lease or MOU.  The NYCDOE has convened an internal Private Space Review Committee with cross‐functionality from various NYCODE offices in order to review the submitted documents and make a recommendation on the likelihood and feasibility of the school moving into private space in the proposed timeframe to the Division of Portfolio Planning. 

Applicant teams seeking to serve as a “Restart” school (i.e.: a charter school that will replace a persistently lowest achieving (PLA) school that the NYCDOE has proposed to phase‐out) or interested in turning‐around low‐performing schools are encouraged to reach out directly to the Division of Portfolio Planning to learn more about this process and the NYCDOE’s requirements of charter operators. 

For additional information regarding the availability of public space for new charter schools in New York City, please contact Mr. Recy Benjamin Dunn, Executive Director, Office of Charter Schools within the Division of Portfolio Planning, at 212-374-2324, or via email at: charterschools@schools.nyc.gov.  
� Availability subject to change.  The Division of Portfolio Planning publishes the list of under‐utilized DOE public school facilities by borough and district every fall and will work with the Charter Schools Office and all applicant teams to keep them informed of significant changes whenever possible.  Additionally, space may also become available.





