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For Immediate Release:  Tuesday, May 22, 2007

The board of trustees of New Covenant Charter School, after lengthy deliberation, voted last night to voluntarily close the school at the end of this school year (2006-07) due to, among other things, financial instability for the upcoming school year due to low enrollment.  The SUNY Charter Schools Institute recognizes that this was a difficult decision, but applauds the school board for its foresight in taking this action now, rather than moving forward with low enrollment that could result in a mid-year closure or drastic and likely detrimental program cuts.  The Institute will begin to take steps to implement a closure plan that ultimately will result in the dissolution of the school corporation.  

In its capacity to assist the State University Trustees in carrying out their responsibilities under the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998, the Institute is working closely with the school to assure a smooth transition for all students to other educational program options, including charter schools, traditional district schools, or private schools.  

New Covenant Charter School was authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York in August of 1999 and opened in September of that year.  The school’s initial charter was renewed for five years in 2004 with two conditions:  (1) the school could no longer offer instruction in 7th and 8th grades and student enrollment in 5th and 6th grade was limited to students previously enrolled in grades four and five, respectively; and (2) the school would submit is annual audit by December 1 in each year the charter.  The school’s current charter does not expire until June of 2009.  

Institute staff will brief the State University Board Committee on Charter Schools about this matter at its regularly scheduled meeting tomorrow, May 23rd at 3:00 p.m. to be held at the SUNY College of Optometry in New York City and webcast at: www.suny.edu.  

Representatives from the Institute will attend an open board meeting at the school on Tuesday, May 29, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in the school library.
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