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Albany - SUNY has opened a public comment period for its draft January 2011 Request for Proposals to Establish New York State Charter Schools.  The draft document is posted on the Institute's website at: www.newyorkcharters.org and is being broadly distributed.  Consistent with the May 2010 amendments to the New York Charter Schools Act, SUNY is required to issue a final RFP, after due consideration of public comments on a draft document, on January 1, 2011 (effectively January 3rd as the 1st falls on a weekend).

The SUNY Charter Schools Institute, on behalf of the SUNY Trustees, is pleased to accept comments via email to: charters@suny.edu and via mail to: SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207, through 5 p.m. on December 10, 2010.  The Institute will also host a meeting via videoconference with locations in Albany, New York City, and Buffalo during the first week of December to solicit verbal comments. Additional details on this meeting will shortly follow.  

Charter Schools Institute Executive Director Jonas S. Chartock said that the foundation of the January RFP is SUNY’s high standards.  “We continue to set the bar high because we believe—and have seen in practice—that those applicants ultimately approved by SUNY come away with a better blue print to build a better school. And by ensuring that all applicants meet that high bar, we can give SUNY authorized charter schools more flexibility in executing their plans.”

Chartock noted that the January RFP is different in several ways from the August RFP which was developed and issued under a short timeline.  The RFP has been re-organized to better align with the SUNY Renewal Benchmarks, the unique framework used by the Institute in evaluating whether or not operating schools have made an adequate case for renewing their charter contracts.  Tying the proposal to the benchmarks assures that applicants, from day one, have a clear understanding of SUNY’s high expectations.  Several questions have been added regarding pedagogy, instructional leadership, student culture and discipline.  At the same time, some of the compliance-related questions that could be addressed in the charter agreement as assurances have been removed.   Institute staff also worked to streamline the new RFP by further clarifying the guidance provided for each question. 

“Our commitment to meeting the letter and spirit of the May 2010 amendments to the Act also remains strong,” added Chartock.  “This RFP reflects enhancements to our expectations and guidance regarding the statute’s designated preference areas.” 

SUNY's process for reviewing applications to create new charter schools has been praised as a national exemplar by the United States Department of Education and the National Association of Charter School Authorizers.   At its annual meeting in October 2010 the National Association of Charter School Authorizers presented SUNY with its Award for Excellence in Improving Authorizer Practice.  “SUNY was recognized as having the ‘best application process’ for creating new charter schools,” said Chartock. “Receiving the award now was particularly meaningful as it was our first year transitioning to the RFP model.”

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country. The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial proposals for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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