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SUNY Trustees Approve Twelve New Charter Schools for New York City

Among the approved schools are new models aimed at meeting the needs of the State’s most at-risk students 
For Immediate Release: Friday, June 17, 2011
Contact: Morgan Hook; morgan.hook@suny.edu; 518-320-1311
Albany –  Upon the recommendation of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and the SUNY Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee, the State University of New York Board of Trustees approved twelve proposals to establish new charter schools in New York City—Bronx (5), Brooklyn (5), Manhattan (1), and Queens (1).  
“I had the opportunity to meet the lead applicants and prospective boards of each of these schools,” said Dr. Pedro Noguera, SUNY Trustee and Chair of the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee.  “I feel confident that the schools they create will continue SUNY’s proud record of excellence in the charter schools we have authorized.”  

“This round of application approvals represents a great mix of charter school models,” said Susan Miller Barker, Interim Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute.  “From replications of successful existing charter schools to new schools partnering with community based organizations that focus on our most at risk children.”

Today’s decision brings the number of SUNY authorized charter schools in operation or approved to open across New York State to 101 schools.  By the fall of 2012, SUNY charter schools will serve nearly 30,000 students and their families.  

Relative the cap on the number of charter schools allowed in the state, SUNY has 6 available charters to award under the State’s 2007 allocation of charters, and 114 available charters under the State’s 2010 allocation of charters.

Brief summaries of each school follow.  A detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations report for each is available at: www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm.  

BRONX:


· Children’s Aid Society Charter School – with a planned opening in the fall of 2012, this school will serve 120 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade and grow to serve 304 students in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
This charter school was designed to meet the needs of the most vulnerable students in the Bronx neighborhood of Morrisania, especially those children who are: currently in foster care or have been in the child welfare system; are performing below grade level or are not “school ready” by the time they reach Kindergarten; have a history of or are at risk of absenteeism; or live with one parent or a single caregiver.  

The school’s mission is to: ensure that children will achieve academic success by providing them with the best instructional practices, advancing their physical, emotional, and social needs, fostering a sense of pride and hope, and serving as a safe and engaging community hub.  

The school board would maintain a non-management “partner” relationship with the Children’s Aid Society, a New York based non-profit organization founded in 1853 that focuses on child welfare.  The Children’s Aid Society would provide a range of support services to the school, consistent with a community school model, at no cost to the school.   
· Icahn Charter Schools 6 and 7 – both schools would open in the fall of 2012, each serving 108 students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade and growing to serve 252 students in Kindergarten through 6th grade.  The planners envision serving students in grades K-8 in both schools in a future charter term.  
Each school intends to be located in Community School District 9 in the Bronx.  These schools are replications of the highly successful SUNY authorized Icahn Charter 
School 1.  Using the Core Knowledge curriculum developed by E.D. Hirsch, the mission of Icahn 6 and 7 is to: provide students with a rigorous academic program offered in an extended day/year setting.  Students will graduate armed with the skills and knowledge to participate successfully in the most rigorous academic environments, and will have a sense of personal and community responsibility.


The schools would share services with the other schools in the Icahn network.  The superintendent of the network would supervise each of the schools’ principals, and the network’s director of operations would oversee all non instructional functions.  The schools would receive support from the Foundation for a Greater Opportunity which provides start-up support for all of the Icahn schools.  

· Family Life Academy Charter School II (“FLACS II”) – with a planned opening in the fall of 2012, this school would serve 100 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade and grow to serve 300 students in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  The school board envisions expanding to a K-8 school in a future charter period.
FLACS II is a proposed replication of the existing and successful SUNY authorized Family Life Academy Charter School.  Like the school after which it is founded, FLACS II would provide extensive support for English language learners.  The school plans to locate in the Melrose section of the Bronx.

FLACS II would seek to: empower all of its K-5 students, regardless of race, ethnicity, country of origin, socioeconomic status, and/or English language proficiency, to demonstrate mastery of the New York State standards, help them take responsibility for their own learning, and encourage them to explore and affirm human values.  FLACS-II seeks to have an orderly, nurturing, dynamic and safe environment in which learning is engaging, meaningful, and joyful in preparing students to attend and successfully complete high school and college.

The school board would maintain a non-management “partner” relationship with the Latino Pastoral Action Center.
· Tech International Charter School – plans to open with 88 students in 5th grade and grow to serve 285 students in 6th - 8th grade.  The founders ultimately envision a 6th - 12th grade program in a future charter period. 
The school board plans to locate in Community School District 10.  The mission the Tech International Charter School is to: offer its students a rigorous, technology-enhanced, internationally focused education that develops critical thinking skills, and builds outstanding academic achievements using a combination of traditional and innovative pedagogies.  

Tech International Charter School will instill in each student a mastery of academics, work habits and the lifelong skills necessary for college preparation and beyond; and clear expectations of international responsibility through experiential learning of shared humanity and cultural differences.  The school envisions itself as a resource in the community, assisting families in achieving their dreams of success for their children.  


BROOKLYN:

· Beginning with Children II Charter School - With a planned opening in the fall of 2012, the school would serve 100 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade and grow to serve 250 students in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  The founding team envisions expansion to a K-8 school in a future charter term.
To be located in Community School District 14, the mission of the school is to provide: A nurturing community that fosters a love of learning and the development of character for students in grades K-5.  Our students achieve academic excellence and are prepared to succeed in top performing high schools and colleges.  Our students develop and use G.R.I.T. (Good Judgment, Resilience, Integrity, and Teamwork) for personal and community improvement.

The school board would contract with the Beginning with Children Foundation, a New York based non-profit organization, for overall charter management services.  Until recently the Foundation was a partner organization of two other operating charter schools but became a charter management organization to broaden its mission including the provision of increased academic support.

· Brooklyn Success Academy Charter Schools 2, 3, and 4 – With planned openings in the fall of 2012, the schools would open with 188 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade and would grow to serve 689 students in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  The founding team envisions each school’s expansion to a K-8 school in a future charter term.
The mission of each school would be to:  Provide children in New York City with an exceptionally high quality education that gives them the knowledge, skills, character, and disposition to meet and exceed New York State standards and the resources to lead and succeed in school, college, and a competitive global economy.  

All three schools will partner with the not-for-profit charter management organization Success Charter Network.  The original Harlem Success Academy Charter School, upon which these and all other Success schools are modeled, was the top performing charter school in New York on the most recent state exams.  

· Explore Exceed Charter School - The school’s board of specifically wants to serve the students and families of a school determined to be failing and therefore closed or phased out by the New York City Department of Education (“NYCDOE”) in the high needs Community School Districts 17, 18, 19 or 23.

The NYCDOE has indicated its support for the school board’s vision, however, such schools will not be identified until later in the year.  Additionally, a charter school cannot serve as an on-site replacement for a district school in New York City until a siting process has been completed by the NYCDOE and the Panel for Educational Policy.  Therefore, the applicant’s base enrollment plan is to open with 168 students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade growing to serve 396 students in Kindergarten through 6th grade.
The school’s mission is for its students to: demonstrate the academic skills and critical-thinking abilities they need to be successful in a college-preparatory high school.

Explore Exceed Charter School would replicate the successful school models of the existing Explore Schools, Inc. affiliated schools.  
MANHATTAN

· Manhattan Charter School II – would open serving 96 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade and grow to serve 274 students in Kindergarten through 5th grade.

This school is a replication of the successful Manhattan Charter School and is designed to meet the extensive demand for seats at the original school.  The school board proposes to locate the school in NYC Community School District 1.

The school’s founders seek to teach students how to learn and love doing it, how to cultivate their curious minds for the rest of their lives, and how to develop a solid foundation on which to base wise choices and build meaningful lives.  The school’s mission is to:  prepare its students to achieve high academic levels in the four core academic subject areas and music, to communicate effectively in verbal, mathematical and musical languages, and to apply critical thinking processes and ethical standards to learning, living and problem solving.


QUEENS

· Central Queens Academy Charter School - with a planned opening in the fall of 2012, the school would serve 110 students in 5th grade and grow to serve 380 students in 5th through 8th grades.  The founders envision adding both a high school and elementary grades in a future charter period. 
Planned for the Elmhurst community of Queens, this charter school will reserve 30 percent of its new student seats, starting with its incoming 5th graders, for students at-risk of academic failure, defined specifically as English language learners (“ELLs”).    

The school’s mission is to:  prepare middle school students for success in education, the workforce, and the community through a school that integrates literacy, high standards-based academics and culturally responsive supportive services.”  The school will lay the foundation for students to be able to graduate, attend the competitive high school of their choice, and go on and excel in college.  

The school board would maintain a non-management “partner” relationship with the Asian Professional Extension, Inc. or APEX, which is a New York based non-profit organization that has worked with recent Asian immigrant youth for almost 20 years.  Apex will provide an array of after school and enrichment programs, such as one-to-one mentoring and college preparatory programs, to the charter school.  
###
