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SUNY Receives 22 Applications to Open New Charter Schools

Nearly twice as many applications as available charters
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Albany - Jonas S. Chartock, Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute, announced that SUNY has received 22 applications to open new charter schools as part of its summer 2010 review cycle; nearly two applications for each of the remaining charters SUNY has left to award. Consistent with the requirements of the New York Charter Schools Act all applicants proposed schools that would open in the fall of 2011.

Of the 22 new applications received today, 16 proposed charter schools in New York City (Staten Island 1; Brooklyn 2; Manhattan 3; Queens 1; Bronx 9). The remaining five applications were for proposed schools in the following districts: South County School District; Syracuse City School District; City School District of Albany; East Ramapo Central School District; Elmira City School District; and the Ossining Union Free School District.

SUNY is the only charter authorizer in the state with available charters to award, however, that number will likely decrease even before these 22 applications are considered. "The SUNY Trustees' Charter Schools Committee, at the recommendation of the Institute, voted yesterday to forward six new school applications for approval to the full SUNY Board of Trustees; those six applications will be considered at the Board's May 11th meeting," explained Chartock. "If those six applications are approved, SUNY will have only 12 charters available for the 22 newly arrived applications."

Chartock stressed that the Institute’s evaluation process will be just as rigorous with few charters available as it was when there were 100 charters to award. "We undertake an extensive review process that features: two interviews of lead applicants and proposed board members; an extensive review by my staff from an academic, legal and fiscal perspective; and, all applications are also reviewed by an external panel of national education experts."

A summary list of applications received today is available on the Institute's website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/documents/webListSummer2010.pdf
SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest University-based charter school authorizer in the country. Students at SUNY authorized charter schools out-performed those at all public schools (charter and non-charter) on last year’s mathematics and English language arts exams. The January 2010 CREDO study of New York City charter schools noted that students in SUNY authorized charter schools demonstrate growth at a faster rate than their charter school peers. Further, the United States Department of Education has praised SUNY and its Charter Schools Institute as highly effective authorizers. Notably, in their reviews of New York’s failed first round attempt at Federal Race to the Top funds, federal evaluators cited SUNY policies when describing State strengths in charter schooling. 
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