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The National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) announced today that Jonas S. Chartock, Executive Director of the State University of New York (SUNY) Charter Schools Institute, has been unanimously elected to its Board of Directors. 

“Jonas Chartock has emerged as one of the leaders of this nation’s school reform movement,” said NACSA President Greg Richmond.  “From his days as a California school teacher in one of the toughest school districts in the country, to his role in creating a highly respected charter school research institute in Texas, to his position now at SUNY, at the helm of nation’s largest University-based charter school authorizer, Jonas understands that in the quest for educational excellence for all students, there must be true accountability.  It is his commitment to the highest of standards and to the best interest of this country’s students that make him a welcomed addition to our board.”

“Jonas’ appointment to the NACSA board is a testament to the quality work underway at SUNY’s Charter Schools Institute and to the energy and dynamism of Jonas as its leader,” said Carl T. Hayden, Chairman of the State University of New York Board of Trustees.  “We applaud his work at home and have every confidence that he will make a valuable contribution to NACSA’s work at the national level.”

“My congratulations to Jonas on this distinct and well-deserved honor,” said State University of New York Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher.  “The SUNY Charter Schools Institute is an exemplar in its field and, under Jonas’ leadership, will be pivotal to the State University’s efforts to strengthen the P-16 education pipeline in New York State.  Lessons learned here will expand on Jonas’ ability to make a significant contribution at the national level.” 
“My thanks to President Richmond, the NACSA nominating committee and membership for their confidence in me,” said Chartock.  “I am honored to join the NACSA board of directors and to work with so many of my distinguished colleagues to move the organization and its mission forward. NACSA’s contributions to the integrity and quality of authorizers around the country have been a critical component of the charter school movement’s success.”  

As the Executive Director of the nation’s largest university-affiliated charter school authorizer, Chartock oversees all Institute activities including the setting of the organization's strategic direction, serving as liaison with the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York, and the ongoing evaluation of 73 SUNY authorized charter schools across New York State serving over 19,000 students.
Chartock began his professional career as a teacher through Teach For America in the Compton Unified School District in Compton, California. He subsequently served as Executive Director of Teach For America in Houston, Texas, where he was responsible for managing both a regional staff and board of directors dedicated to ensuring the effectiveness of over 500 first- and second-year teachers and played a key role in the nationwide development of the organization. Prior to his arrival at the Institute, Chartock served as the Founding President and Chief Executive Officer of the Charter School Policy Institute (CSPI) in Austin, Texas. 
Chartock holds an Ed.M. in School Leadership from Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education; an M.A. in Education: Curriculum and Instruction from Chapman University; a B.S. in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell’s School of Industrial and Labor Relations; and is an Ed.D. candidate at the University of Texas at Austin, with an anticipated degree date in spring 2010. 
NACSA is the trusted resource and innovative leader working with educators and public officials to increase the number of high quality charter schools in cities and states across the nation. NACSA provides training, consulting, and policy guidance to authorizers and education leaders interested in increasing the number of high quality schools and improving student outcomes. NACSA’s Board of Directors is comprised of a revered group of education advocates who have been on the front lines of the reform movement and who represent a diverse portfolio of educational institutions, districts, school boards, and non-profits. 
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the State University Trustees to assist them in carrying out their responsibilities under the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the State University Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY-authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: acceptance and evaluation of new school charter applications; ongoing oversight and evaluation of all charter schools subsequently authorized by SUNY; reporting to the public on each school’s performance and progress; and conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter.

In a recent conference call hosted by Education Secretary Arne Duncan and his staff, Dean Kern, Director of the Charter Schools Program for the United States Department of Education, cited SUNY as one of three authorizers in the country that are exemplars of quality authorizing: “A couple of examples of high quality authorizers that are taken seriously, closing down low-performing schools… would be your [New York’s] state university system, SUNY. They have done an incredible job of holding their charter schools accountable and closing those that are not demonstrating results.”

For more information on the SUNY Charter Schools Institute, please visit www.newyorkcharters.org.
For more information on NACSA, please visit www.qualitycharters.org.
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