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Albany - SUNY's Charter Schools Institute has been recognized by the United States Department of Education (USDOE) as a national exemplar of innovation and excellence.  The USDOE released a series of documents outlining the "Research Behind the Obama Administration’s Proposal for Reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)."  Its document, entitled Fostering Innovation and Excellence, features SUNY's processes for application review, ongoing oversight and evaluation, and charter renewal and also notes SUNY’s willingness to hold schools accountable and close underperforming schools.

 

"We are proud of the work that has led the USDOE to again cite SUNY as an exemplar that leads to high quality schools," said Jonas S. Chartock, Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute. "This document also makes reference to the USDOE's 2007 study, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing, in which SUNY was one of eight authorizers highlighted (selected through a rigorous interview process of more than 800 U.S. authorizers) and where SUNY’s commitment to accountability and transparency were also recognized."

 

Notably, the first page of the Fostering Innovation and Excellence publication makes clear the Administration’s intent with respect to charter schools:  “Our Approach:  providing incentives for a Race to the Top among states and districts willing to take on ambitious, comprehensive reforms; developing, validating, and scaling up promising and proven educational strategies to improve student outcomes; and expanding educational options to increase choice within the public school system through high-performing new schools and meaningful public school choice.” 

 

"We know that New York submitted a strong first round Race to the Top application, which earned it a place among the finalists,” said Chartock.  "While the application ultimately fell short, it is important to keep in mind that the points that the State did earn in the charter school area were for the very things that SUNY does: rigorous application review process, performance based charter contracts, and closing underperforming schools."

 "Having the USDOE highlight SUNY in this way is not rhetoric, it’s not politically driven,  it is about recognizing the work of an organization solely dedicated to providing the best possible educational choices for New York State students," said Chartock.  Chartock said that the current budget proposals of both the New York State Senate and Assembly propose cutting 70% of the Charter Schools Institute's operating budget.  Chartock continued: “If we value high standards, transparent processes, and true accountability for New York State charter schools, it doesn’t make sense to cut the very vehicle that delivers it – particularly when the USDOE, the agency awarding Race To the Top monies, recognizes SUNY’s strength in these areas.”

 

The USDOE’s "Fostering Innovation and Excellence" document is available at:  http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/fostering-innovation-excellence.pdf.   

 

The complete roster of documents released by the USDOE is available at: http://www.ed.gov/blog/2010/05/research-behind-the-obama-administration%E2%80%99s-proposal-for-reauthorizing-the-elementary-and-secondary-education-act-esea/.  Mr. Chartock's testimony before the Senate Committee on Corporations about SUNY’s work as a high quality charter school authorizer is available on the Institute's website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/documents/WrittenTestimonyFINAL.doc.

 
SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  SUNY is the only charter school authorizer in the state with available charters to award.  SUNY received 22 applications this week for what will likely be 12 available charters (the full SUNY Board will vote on six new school applications at its meeting on May 11, 2010).

 

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. Students at SUNY authorized charter schools out-performed those at all public schools (charter and non-charter) on last year’s mathematics and English language arts exams. The January 2010 CREDO study of New York City charter schools noted that students in SUNY authorized charter schools demonstrate growth at a faster rate than their charter school peers. 
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