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Albany – Upon the recommendation of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee, the State University of New York Board of Trustees voted Wednesday to approve the application to establish the Innovate Manhattan Charter School (“Innovate Manhattan”) in Manhattan.  This application was submitted to SUNY as part of its summer 2010 application review cycle, prior to the May 2010 amendments to the Charter Schools Act.  As a result, the application did not have to originate as a response to an RFP, and it is not subject to a newer provision of the law preventing relationships with for profit entities.  Today’s action leaves six such charters available to SUNY, in addition to 128 charters issued as part of the May 2010 legislation.
The school will open during September of 2011 in New York City Community School District 2 in Manhattan.  It will initially serve 132 students in 6th and 7th grades, growing to serve 198 students in 6th through 8th grades.  Each grade will be comprised of three classes of approximately 22 students each.  
The mission of Innovate Manhattan is to “to cultivate in our students the unity of knowledge, skills, and personal development that constitute the empowered individual … by offering our sixth through eighth graders a coherent model for personalized education that is based on individualized coaching, goals, and accountability combined with state-of-the-art learning technology and the international exchange of ideas and experiences.”
Innovate Manhattan will contract with Kunskapsskolan Education AB (“Kunskapsskolan”), a for-profit Swedish education management organization, to provide management services to the school, including curriculum, access to an online learning portal, staff recruiting services, technology assistance, professional development, grant management, marketing, and access to an international network of educators and schools.  During the entire term of the school’s initial charter, Kunskapsskolan will waive payment of any fees associated with these services.
This partnership will allow Innovate Manhattan to offer an innovative model with international success.  Kunsskapsolan has been successful in implementing its program in Sweden, and more recently in the United Kingdom.  Innovate Manhattan is the first charter school in the United States to contract with Kunskapsskolan.  

Innovate Manhattan will take a constructivist approach to curriculum with subjects divided into “step” or “theme” courses aligned with New York State standards with minimum “floors” that students are required to achieve at each grade level to be successful on the New York State examinations.  Other key features of the school include: use of an online learning portal as a communications tool and source of curriculum resources; innovative scheduling and multiple teaching formats, standards based grading as opposed to the traditional letter grading system; and increased parental involvement and communication.
The head of school will be sent to Sweden prior to the opening of the school to observe school leaders who follow the Kunskapsskolan model and receive ongoing support and training from Kunskapsskolan during the school’s start-up phase.  Teachers will also receive professional development and would have ongoing access to teachers at Kunskapsskolan schools though the online learning portal.
The Institute’s detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations report for this school is available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm.  
New school applications submitted to SUNY undergo a rigorous and thorough review by Institute academic, legal and fiscal staff as well as a panel of national education experts.  The Institute interviews the lead applicant and founding trustees for submitted applications and, for those applications the Institute is likely to recommend, the Chair of the Trustees’ Education Committee conducts a second interview with the applicant team.  In addition, for applicants proposing to contract with a management organization, the Institute conducts its own due diligence regarding the management organization in terms of its capacity to provide the proposed services, including its fiscal and organizational soundness. 
Additional details about SUNY’s application review process are available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/openAppKit.htm.
SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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