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SUNY Trustees Approve Five New Charter Schools for New York City
Approved schools feature innovative school models aimed at meeting the needs of the State’s most at-risk students
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Albany – Upon the recommendation of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee, the State University of New York Board of Trustees voted today to approve applications to establish five new charter schools in New York City—one in Manhattan, three in the Bronx and one in Queens.  
“I had the opportunity to meet the lead applicants and prospective boards of each one of these schools,” said Dr. Pedro Noguera, SUNY Trustee and Chair of the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee.  “I feel confident that the schools they create will continue SUNY’s proud record of excellence in the charter schools we have authorized.”  

“This round of approved applications represents a diverse mix of charter school models,” said Jonas S. Chartock, Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute.  “Each one of the schools has proposed innovative approaches to meet specific community needs and serve students most at-risk.”

Brief summaries of each school follow.  The Institute’s detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations report for each school is available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm.  
Today’s decision leaves SUNY with 7 available charters under the State’s 2007 allocation of charters, and 130 available charters under the State’s 2010 allocation of charters.
· Broome Street Academy Charter High School (Manhattan): Proposed enrollment and grades served are as follows: 1st year - 110 students in grade 9; 5th year - 325 students in 9-12.  The school would be located in New York City Community School District 2 in a building owned by The Door.

The school’s mission is to: prepare vulnerable young people to graduate with a Regents diploma through a rigorous curriculum that is grounded in the principles of positive youth development.  To achieve this mission, an admissions preference would be given for all NYC at-risk youth, specifically: 

1) those who are or have ever been enrolled in the child welfare system; 

2) youth who are homeless; and/or 

3) students who are graduating from a middle school where over 50% of the students perform below grade level on the state English language arts examination. 

Broome Street will leverage the services of its partner organization, The Door -- A Center for Alternatives, Inc.  The Door is a nationally recognized non-profit in existence since 1972, currently assisting over 11,400 young people, and serving as a New York City Department of Youth and Community Development “drop in center” for run-away and homeless youth.  

Through The Door, Broom Street students will receive legal services, use of a licensed adolescent health provider, employment training and placement, college advisement, access to daily evening meals, and cultural and recreational activities.  All students would be enrolled in The Door’s program at no cost.  The Door will provide these services as in-kind contributions to the school.  
· Heketi Community Charter School (Bronx): Proposed enrollment and grades served are as follows: 1st year - 88 students in K-1; 5th year - 240 students in K-5. The school would be located in NYC Community School District 7 and is seeking space in an underutilized district school building.
The founding team for this school is dedicated to addressing what it describes as the high level of poverty, academic underperformance, and unequal educational access for English language learners in the Mott Haven Community of the South Bronx.  As a result, the school’s mission is to “to provide an exceptional educational solution, focused on preparing every student for New York City’s most competitive high schools and leadership in their chosen careers through an integrated educational design with high expectations, extensive academic and social-emotional support, and a high level of family and community engagement.”

Heketi’s educational program is based on the experience and expertise of New Leaders for New Schools and best practices gleaned from charter schools that serve similar populations, including the SUNY authorized Girls Prep Charter School of the Bronx, Family Life Academy Charter School in the Bronx, and Bronx Charter School for Excellence. 
· The New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities (Bronx) and the New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science (Bronx):  Proposed enrollment and grades served are as follows: 1st year - 125 students in grade 9; 5th year - 566 students in 9-12.  The schools would be located in NYC Community School District 7 and are seeking space in underutilized district school building.
The mission of each school is to extend equally to all students, regardless of their previous academic history, the highest quality education in an atmosphere of respect, responsibility and safety.  Both schools would partner with the non-profit New Visions for Public Schools, Inc.  

What distinguishes the two schools is that their unique themes(math and science, and humanities, respectively(would be distinctly addressed through interdisciplinary anchor projects.  Both schools are being launched at once to allow for peer interaction; the goal is that each school would be able to share best practices and resources with the other, in an effort to harness best practices and build a network model.  Both proposed charter schools would contract with the Lincoln Center Institute, the educational arm of the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts to provide support in curriculum development, teacher development and expertise to each school on a fee for services basis. 

· Our World Neighborhood Charter School II (Queens): Proposed location is NYC CSD 30 with a planned opening of September 2011.  Proposed enrollment and grades served are as follows: 1st year - 104 students in K-1; 5th year - 312 students in K-5.  The school would be located in NYC Community School District 30 and is hoping to finalize plans for private facility space.
OWN II is a proposed replication of the SUNY authorized Our World Neighborhood Charter School, also in Queens.  The original OWN school received a full-term charter renewal from the SUNY Trustees in March of 2007 and currently enrolls 725 students in Kindergarten through 8th grade.  

With an educational program based on inquiry, active and experiential learning, social justice, continual professional development, and reflective practice, and the school will aim to educate students to become independent thinkers and lifelong learners.  

New school applications submitted to SUNY undergo a rigorous and thorough review by Institute academic, legal and fiscal staff as well as a panel of national education experts.  The Institute interviews the lead applicant and founding trustees for submitted applications and, for those applications the Institute is likely to recommend, the Chair of the Trustees’ Education Committee conducts a second interview with the applicant team.  In addition, for applicants proposing to contract with a management organization, the Institute conducts its own due diligence regarding the management organization in terms of its capacity to provide the proposed services, including its fiscal and organizational soundness. 
Additional details about SUNY’s application review process are available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/openAppKit.htm.
SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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