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Albany – The SUNY Charter Schools Institute has announced the appointment of Dr. Paul T. Wright as Director of School Evaluation.  In his new role, Dr. Wright will be responsible for the Institute’s extensive school evaluation program, overseeing and in many cases leading school evaluation visits by Institute staff as well as coordinating the independent evaluations done on the Institute’s behalf.  
Charged with the ongoing oversight and evaluation of SUNY authorized charter schools, the Institute regards school evaluation as a key component of its work.  Dr. Wright will lead ongoing efforts to refine the Institute’s nationally regarded evaluation protocols and reporting tools; including oversight of the production of the Institute’s school evaluation reports which provide valuable information to schools and the public about school progress.  He will also coordinate internal staff training on school evaluation.   
Prior to joining the Institute, Dr. Wright directed Quality Education Partnership, Inc., a national consulting network that conducted evaluations of traditional and charter schools and created strategic management plans for school improvement.  The former Development Director for School Design and Strategic Planning of Mesa Public Schools in Arizona, Dr. Wright developed unique schools of choice serving a wide spectrum of learners in coordination with Mesa Public Schools.  Dr. Wright also served as Vice President for Student Services at the Leona Group, an Educational Management Organization providing educational services to students throughout Arizona.
Dr. Wright received his Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and his M. Ed. in Special Education from Arizona State University.  He received his B.A. in Psychology from the State University of New York at Albany.

  

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country. The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial proposals for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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