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For Immediate Release: Monday, August 2, 2010

 

Albany - The SUNY Charter Schools Institute has issued the final SUNY Request for Proposals to Establish New York State Charter Schools on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York. The document has been posted on the Institute's website at:  www.newyorkcharters.org and is also being sent via email to a broad range of education and charter school contacts. Today's release follows the issuance of a draft RFP document and a related public comment period as required by the May 2010 amendments to the Charter Schools Act.  

 

SUNY Charter Schools Institute Executive Director Jonas S. Chartock extended his thanks to all those who provided comment. "There is no doubt that the final RFP benefited greatly from the public comment process," said Chartock. "Numerous edits were made as a result of the comments received -- including revising the scoring rubric, adding a new question and enhancing others, and making a number of clarifications."  

 

The Institute has also posted on its website a summary of all comments received on the draft RFP, along with detail on staff discussion and notation of any final action taken as a result. “We received 38 comments in total though many were submitted by way of extensive documents that examined multiple components of the Draft RFP,” added Chartock.  “I was particularly pleased to see the diversity of those commenting, from school superintendents and district school boards to parent associations, education and charter school related organizations, as well as labor unions.”

 

Responses to the RFP, which is open to applicants seeking to open a charter school in the fall of 2011, are due in the Albany office of the Charter Schools at 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, NY 12207 by  12 noon on August 16, 2010.

 

"When we were first informed of the legislative changes, we knew that we would be undertaking a significant amount of work to be completed in a short time," added Chartock.  "The timeline required by this August 2010 cycle is particularly short. However, the Institute team came together and worked tirelessly to create a document of which we can all be proud. I think this RFP clearly meets both the letter and spirit of the recent legislative changes."

 

 

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country. The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial proposals for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
 

- # -

