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Albany – The SUNY Charter Schools Institute has issued a Request for Applications to Restructure a SUNY Authorized Charter School (RFA) on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York.  The document has been posted on the Institute's website at:  www.newyorkcharters.org and is also being sent via email to a broad range of education and charter school contacts.  Today's release represents an innovative school closure strategy that is consistent with SUNY’s priority to put students first. 

 

The school closure model for which SUNY is now seeking applicants would close the existing school – its educational program would end and the current school board would transition governance to a new board of trustees, and then a new educational program and leadership would be offered to the current parents of students in the same space utilizing the same 501(c)(3) educational corporation that constitutes the charter school (the provisional charter of which was not issued pursuant to Education Law subdivision 2852(9-a)), assets, facility lease and other contracts and conditions in place at the current school.

 
“What we propose to do here is close a failing charter school with the least possible physical disruption to the students and their families” said Institute Executive Director Jonas S. Chartock. “This proposed action is at the forefront of charter authorizing and only supports SUNY's commitment to high standards and accountability.” 

Chartock added, "This is an endeavor we are exploring and recognize that we may not receive a response that we feel meets SUNY's high standards.  If we do not, the renewal process will carry on per the SUNY Trustees' existing policies."
The Education, College Readiness and Success Committee of the SUNY Board will vote on whether to go forward with the RFA process at its next meeting currently scheduled for November 16, 2010.

If the process moves forward and a successful applicant is identified both the SUNY Education, College Readiness and Success Committee and the full SUNY Board of Trustees would have to approve the specific application.  The restructured school, under a new name, would be treated as a new school with a five year charter for purposes of future renewal.  See the Practices, Policies and Procedures for the Renewal of Charter Schools Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/
documents/renewalPractices.doc (the “SUNY Renewal Practices”) for more information about charter renewal.

Responses to the RFA are due in the Albany office of the Charter Schools Institute at 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, NY 12207 by 12 noon on November 22, 2010.
Today's announcement is distinct from SUNY's broader call for proposals for new schools.  Its focus is narrow in seeking applicants to serve the students of a failing school only.  The Institute did post on its website (www.newyorkcharters.org) this week the anticipated timeline for the statutorily required call for new school proposals in January 2011.
  

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country. The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial proposals for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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