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Albany - The SUNY Charter Schools Institute opened a public comment period on behalf of the SUNY Trustees today for the SUNY DRAFT Request for Proposals to Establish New York State Charter Schools.  The document is posted on the Institute's website at: www.newyorkcharters.org and is being broadly distributed.  The Institute will accept comments via email to charters@suny.edu and via mail to:  SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207,  through 5 p.m. on July 23, 2010.  The Institute will also host a meeting via videoconference with locations in Albany, New York City and Buffalo on July 20, 2010 to solicit verbal comments.

The May 2010 amendments to the Charter Schools Act of 1998 require New York's charter authorizers to now accept applications to establish new charter schools by way of a Request for Proposal process.  The statute mandates that a draft RFP be issued and public comments sought prior to issuing the RFP in final on August 1, 2010 (effectively August 2 as the 1st falls on a Sunday).  

“We are hoping to get as much feedback as possible on the draft RFP," said Jonas S. Chartock, SUNY Charter Schools Institute Executive Director. "Unfortunately, the timeframe for this first cycle in August is incredibly tight."  Given the subsequent deadlines associated with the review process SUNY determined that it had to issue the draft RFP today, just five weeks after the legislation was announced.

SUNY's existing process for reviewing applications to create new charter schools has been praised as a national exemplar by the United States Department of Education and the National Association of Charter School Authorizers. "We knew we wanted to approach the revisions to our process in a way that built on existing strengths while we worked to meet the letter and spirit of the new legislation," said Chartock.  "While I think we have issued a very strong product today, there is no question that the RFP we will issue for the next cycle in January 2011 and even in subsequent cycles will allow us the necessary time to be more even more thoughtful, more nuanced."

 

Chartock noted that, given the short window of time the Institute will have to review any proposals submitted in response to this RFP, the rate of proposals approved will likely be impacted.  "There simply will not be time to work with a proposal team that we deem to be close to meeting the standard for approval through the back and forth Request for Amendment process that has historically been part of SUNY’s review process."

The May 2010 amendments call for an RFP process that includes a ranking, created by the authorizer, based on select criteria.  The Institute has developed the SUNY Scoring Rubric as described in Section IV of the RFP to determine the extent to which proposals:  1) include a viable plan to meet SUNY established enrollment and retention targets for students with disabilities, students who are English language learners, and students who are eligible to participate in the federal free and reduced-price lunch program; and 2) include a viable plan for public outreach to solicit community input regarding the proposed charter school. 

The legislation also requires proposals to be rated by the preference criteria listed below:

        Increasing student achievement and decrease achievement gaps in English language arts and mathematics (as detailed in request No. 10);

        Increasing high school graduation rates for students particularly at risk of not graduating (as detailed in Request No. 11);

        A focus on middle school students’ academic achievement (as detailed in Request No. 12);

        Using high quality assessments designed to measure learning critical concepts (as detailed in Request No. 17);

        Management and leadership capability to overcome start-up problems and establish a fiscally viable school (as detailed in Request No. 22); 

        Acquiring and adopting local instructional improvement systems (as detailed in Request No. 23);

        Partnering with low-performing district and charter schools to share best practices and innovations (as detailed in Request No. 28);

        Gaining support from the school district in which the school will be located (as detailed in Request No. 29); and

        Locating in a region of the state with limited educational alternatives (as detailed in Request No. 39).

The SUNY Trustees’ minimum eligibility requirements continue to include that any successful proposal effectively describe a quality educational program with sufficient evidence that the proposed school is likely to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner, to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in Education Law subdivision 2850(2) as well as meet any additional requirements established by the SUNY Trustees as part of their commitment to rigorous student achievement (such as SUNY's unique academic accountability plans).  

The public comment process will be as follows:

July 12:   
Draft RFP posted online and public comment period open through 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 23rd.The Institute will accept comments via email to: charters@suny.edu and in writing to: SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207.

July 20: 
The Charter Schools Institute will host a meeting via videoconference to solicit verbal testimony on the RFP with locations in Albany, New York City, and Buffalo. Details about the meeting location(s) will be sent via media advisory and posted on the website of the Institute no later than Friday, July 16th.

July 21 - 31: 
The Institute will review and respond to comments, modifying the draft RFP as appropriate. The Institute will release a summary of comments received and responses as appropriate on August 2, 2010 or as soon possible thereafter.

August 2: 
The final RFP will be issued.

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country. The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial proposals for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. Students at SUNY authorized charter schools out-performed those at all public schools (charter and non-charter) on last year’s mathematics and English language arts exams. 
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