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SUNY Releases DRAFT Request for Proposals to Establish New York Charter Schools for Public Comment

Comments Accepted Via E-mail, Surface Mail, and In Person at a Public Meeting (12/7) with Video Locations in New York City, Buffalo and Albany 

For Immediate Release:  Thursday, December 1, 2011

Contact: Casey Vattimo; Casey.Vattimo@suny.edu; 518-320-1311
The SUNY Charter Schools Institute, on behalf of the SUNY Board of Trustees, recently released the DRAFT January 2012 SUNY Request for Proposals to Establish New York State Charter Schools for public comment.  The document is available for download on the Institute's website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/openAppKit.htm.

The May 2010 amendments to the Charter Schools Act of 1998 require New York's charter authorizers to accept applications to establish new charter schools by way of a Request for Proposal process. The statute mandates that a draft RFP be issued and public comments sought prior to issuing the RFP in final. This year the RFP will be issued in final – along with a summary of comments received and the manner in which they were addressed – on January 3, 2012 (the first State business day after the holiday). 

The Institute will accept public comments through 5 p.m. on December 12, 2012:

· via email to: charters@suny.edu;

· via mail to: SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207; and

· in person, at a public meeting on Wednesday, December 7th from 4 to 6 p.m. with video locations in:  

1) Albany:  SUNY Plaza, Room N-102, Broadway, Albany, NY

2) New York City:  SUNY College of Optometry, 33 West 42nd Street, between 5th and 6th, New York, NY, 12th floor, Room 1223 and 

3) Buffalo: SUNY University at Buffalo, Bell 340c, Flint Entrance.

Informed by its experience with the first two RFP cycles, SUNY has worked to enhance this RFP in a number of ways: from a streamlining of questions to the creation of a separate guidance document that addresses Institute expectations.  Taken together, these improvements to SUNY’s RFP are intended to afford prospective applicants with a maximum amount of options and flexibility in preparing their proposal to establish new or replication charter schools while simultaneously maintaining a rigorous, high quality approach to reviewing and recommending proposals for approval.  The January 2012 RFP also marks the first time that SUNY is featuring specific options for the replication of qualified SUNY authorized charter schools.  
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