[image: image1.jpg]Charter Schools Institute
The State University of New York





SUNY Trustees Approve Two New Charter High Schools for Students At-Risk
ROADS (Reinventing Options for Adolescents who Deserve Success) Charter School I in Brooklyn and ROADS Charter School II in the Bronx Offer Students a Second Chance at High School Graduation and College
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For Immediate Release:  Tuesday, March 22, 2011
Binghamton – Upon the recommendation of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee, the State University of New York Board of Trustees voted today to approve the applications to establish the ROADS Charter School I to be located in Brooklyn and the ROADS Charter School II to be located in the Bronx.  

ROADS, an acronym for Reinventing Options for Adolescents who Deserve Success, helps to define the special mission of both schools, regarded by the proposed board for both schools as critically needed “second chance” schools.  Specifically, ROADS I and II are designed to:  ensure that disconnected NYC youth ( ages 15 to 17, who are deemed to be over-age and under-credited in earning their high school diplomas ( graduate from high school thoroughly prepared to excel academically, professionally, and personally.
Both proposals were submitted to SUNY in response to the January 2011 Request for Proposals for New Charter Schools, which aligns with the May 2010 amendments to the New York Charter Schools Act.  The amendments established a number of priority areas against which new charter schools proposals should be reviewed, including increasing graduation rates for at-risk students and lasting charter and district partnerships.  The proposals for ROADS I and II were rated highly overall against the scoring rubric and directly address several legislative priorities.
“I am delighted to add ROADS I and II to SUNY’s portfolio of charter schools,” said Dr. Pedro Noguera, SUNY Trustee and Chair of the Trustees’ Education Committee. “This approval marks the fifth charter high school the Trustees have approved since May specifically designed to meet an urgent need, increasing the graduation rates of at-risk students in the City.”  (See detailed proposal summaries for ROADS I and II as well as Broome Street Academy Charter High School; the New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities; and the New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm).
“The ROADS team, and the innovative design they present for these schools, bring the best of high quality school reforms to charter schooling and New York,” said Susan Miller Barker, Interim Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and former Vice President of the National Association of Charter School Authorizers.  “I commend the ROADS team for their innovative model and for the hard work they have done in bringing these proposals to fruition.”
ROADS I and II also mark a first of their kind charter/district partnership endorsed by New York City Schools Chancellor Cathy Black.  Both schools will partner with the NYCDOE District 79 ( comprised of the City’s alternative schools and programs ( for student referrals, sharing of promising practices, and to assist in measuring results through comparative student populations.  This type of lasting partnership was also listed as a priority in the state’s amended charter legislation. 

ROADS I will open in the fall of 2011 while ROADS II will open in the fall of 2012.  Both will enroll a cohort of 150 over-aged and under-credited students that meet the proposed schools’ criteria for entrance into the 9th grade.  All ROADS students would:
· Pass at least five core content Regents examinations, and receive a Regents diploma;

· Demonstrate at least two years of academic progress in literacy and numeracy for each year enrolled in the school;

· Design, complete, and defend a capstone project;

· Participate in a mentorship, job shadowing, and internships;

· Visit colleges, and submit college applications; and
· Develop and maintain Individual Life Plans (ILPs).

The schools’ planning team has created a structure where students are not advanced based on seat time, but instead move forward by demonstrating specific skills and competencies in three phases: 1) building core skills, a literacy and numeracy “boot camp;” 2) approaching competency, passing three Regents examinations; and 3) ready for college, higher level courses, additional Regents examinations and submitting college applications.  The goal is not only high school graduation but demonstrated progress in applying to and succeeding in college.

ROADS I and II would each offer a longer school day open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with students attending school from at least 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The schools would use trained AmeriCorps members to provide one-on-one tutoring and academic support and staggered teacher schedules to ensure maximum common planning time and flexibility based on individual student needs.  The school year would consist of three roughly 13 week trimesters and a five week summer session resulting in 215 days of instruction.  
As noted above, the Institute’s detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations report for these schools is available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/
newsPRs.htm.  

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  The SUNY Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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