[image: image1.jpg]Charter Schools Institute
The State University of New York





SUNY Board of Trustees Name Charter Schools Stimulus Grant Fund Recipients
Twelve (12) Facility Financing Grants Totaling $2,800,000 and Six (6) Start-Up/Implementation Grants Totaling $280,000

Contact: Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518-433-8277, ext. 2051

For Immediate Release: January 11, 2007
New York City - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today unanimously voted to award twelve Facility Financing Grants totaling $2.8 million dollars and another six Start-Up/Implementation Grants totaling $280,000 to charter schools located throughout New York State, all under the auspices of the New York Charter Schools Stimulus Fund Grants program.

The New York State Legislature made available $3,850,000 in the 2006-07 State Education Department budget funds for the services and expenses related to the development, implementation, and operation of charter schools.  On November 21, 2006, the New York State Division of the Budget made available to the State University of New York $3,080,000 of these funds for distribution to charter schools authorized by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education, and the Buffalo City Board of Education.  Pursuant to State Finance Law section 97-sss these funds may be used for start-up grants for costs associated with the development and submission of an application to establish a charter school, implementation grants for costs associated with operating an approved charter school, and facilities grants and loans for costs associated with the acquisition, renovation, financing or construction of charter school facilities.

“Just before this year’s Request For Applications (RFA) was posted on our website, the Institute held an informational videoconference for all eligible applicants,” said Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Jennifer G. Sneed.  “This successful event led to one of the strongest pools of grant applicants the Institute has seen to date.”
All applications are competitively scored. “We looked at grant programs from around the country to develop a set of review criteria that was fair, rigorous and performance-based,” said Charter Schools Institute Vice President for School Fiscal Accountability William J. Lake. “If an applicant school was open and providing instruction, it was required to be a ‘Charter School in Good Standing’ according to the State Education Department’s School Accountability Report at the time the RFA was due.  This status indicates that the school has not failed to make adequate yearly progress for two successive years under the No Child Left Behind Act.”  
- MORE -

Further, Mr. Lake said, “An eligible school could not be: a) on probation; b) in violation of a corrective action plan; or c) planning to or required to cease operations at the end of the current school year.   
Stimulus Fund Facility Financing grants are made available to defray some of the costs associated with facility acquisition for charter schools, which receive no facilities funding pursuant to the Charter Schools Act. Because facility financing options for charter schools are limited, and federal start-up and implementation grant dollars for charter schools cannot be used in connection with facility acquisition or renovation, the majority of the available Stimulus Funds were made available to charter schools to pay for costs associated with the acquisition, renovation, or construction of school facilities. The remaining funds were made available for start-up/implementation grants. Start-up/implementation grants are made available to fund compelling start-up and other implementation needs that cannot be funded or fully funded through other sources. 

A Facility Financing grant may be used for, but is not limited to:  leveraging other facility financing options, including use of funds as collateral, or to match funds from other sources; construction of a new school facility; completion of an existing facility project, especially where use of grant funds would enable the charter school to minimize or reduce facility debt; renovation of a facility to alter the design and/or floor plan to meet the requirements of the charter school, or to conform to local building codes; or down-payment on the purchase of a facility.

The Charter Schools Institute, working with SUNY, will be given the authority to enter into contracts with the grantees that set forth conditions under which the grant monies are to be disbursed as described in the Request for Application (CSI-1695), including but not limited to submission of budgets and other supporting documentation. Copies of the Request For Application are available upon request to the Institute. 

A listing of grant recipients is attached. The listing will also be posted on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsGrantOpps.htm
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York to help them in carrying out their responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act of 1998.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for

the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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Attachment
2007 Charter School Stimulus Fund Grants Recipient Schools
Facility Projects

Achievement First Endeavor Charter School, Brooklyn - $350,000

(Authorized by the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education)

Albany Community Charter School, Albany - $300,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Amber Charter School, Manhattan  - Partial funding of $ 84,668

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York) 

Carl C. Icahn Charter School, Bronx - Partial funding of $ 50,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York) 

Eugenio Maria de Hostos Charter School, Rochester - $312,720

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Grand Concourse Charter School, Bronx - $350,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Henry Johnson Charter School, Albany - $350,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Leadership Preparatory Charter School, Brooklyn - $300,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

New York Center for Autism Charter School, Manhattan - $100,612

(Authorized by the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education)

Tapestry Charter School, Buffalo - Partial funding of $52,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

True North Rochester Preparatory Charter School, Rochester - $300,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School, Brooklyn - $250,000

(Authorized by the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education)

Start-up / Implementation Projects

Albany Preparatory Charter School, Albany - $50,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)
Bedford Stuyvesant Collegiate Charter School, Brooklyn - $ 50,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)

Leadership Preparatory Charter School, Brooklyn - Partial funding of $ 30,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York) 

Manhattan Charter School, Manhattan  - $ 50,000

(Authorized by the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education)
True North Rochester Preparatory Charter School, Rochester  - $ 50,000

(Authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York)
Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School, Brooklyn - $ 50,000

(Authorized by the Chancellor of the New York City Department of Education)

