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Charter Schools Institute Promotes Maureen C. Murphy to Director of Charter Accountability
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For Immediate Release:  Wednesday, March 26, 2008

Albany - Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Dr. Jennifer G. Sneed recently announced the promotion of Maureen C. Murphy to the position of Director of Charter Accountability.  Ms. Murphy joined the Institute in 2006 as the Institute’s Senior Grants and Finance Analyst.  
As Director of Charter Accountability, Ms. Murphy will maintain responsibility for the ongoing refinement and management of the Institute’s practices and procedures regarding school compliance including: serving as an initial point of contact for SUNY authorized charter schools on compliance relating questions; monitoring enrollment; facilitating requests for changes in program; conducting an annual review of school admissions information; and handling school facilities issues including coordinating public hearings and tracking open issues.  Ms. Murphy will also serve as the Institute’s compliance liaison with the New York State Education Department.
With nearly 20 years experience in budget and finance, including seventeen years in higher education and two years at the Institute, Ms. Murphy brings a comprehensive set of program design and implementation, and compliance skills to the position.  

“The role of the Director of Charter Accountability is a critical one for the Institute,” said Dr. Sneed.  “In dealing with charter compliance, Maureen will be on the front lines of our efforts to balance respect for a school’s independence and autonomy with the need to hold schools accountable to the requirements of their charter and the Charter Schools Act.”

Ralph A. Rossi, Institute Vice President and General Counsel, said, “We are looking forward to having Maureen take on this new role at the Institute.  She has a sincere interest in working more closely with our schools and respects their independence.  Her diverse professional experience brings a unique set of skills to the position.” 

In her most recent role as Senior Grants and Finance Analyst, Ms. Murphy worked closely with the State University of New York System Administration in receiving and awarding state and federal grant funds on behalf of the Charter Schools Institute.  Prior to joining the Institute, Ms. Murphy served as Finance Director for the New York State Small Business Development Center (NYS-SBDC) where she was responsible for program-wide financial systems, reporting and internal controls and federal sponsor compliance. 
- MORE -
Ms. Murphy received her B.S. degree in Business Administration from the State University of New York at Albany.

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. The Board of Trustees of the State University of New York and the SUNY Charter Schools Institute were recently featured in a new United States Department of Education (USDOE) guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing. 
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