[image: image1.jpg]Charter Schools Institute
The State University of New York





 SUNY Authorized Charter School Students Excel on State Math Exam
Contact: Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu) 

Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York 

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207 

518/433-8277, ext. 2051 cell: 518/817-6290 

For Immediate Release: June 3, 2009
Albany:  SUNY Charter Schools Institute Executive Director Jonas S. Chartock today announced that state-wide, 92% percent of students across grades 3-8 in SUNY authorized charter schools scored at or above proficiency on the 2008-09 state assessments in mathematics.  
The average percent of students at proficiency at SUNY authorized charter schools exceeded the average proficiency for non-SUNY authorized charter schools (89%) and all public schools state-wide, charter and non-charter (86%).  This is consistent with the performance of SUNY Authorized charter schools on the State’s English language arts assessment (see related release at: www.newyorkcharterschools.org/news.htm) 
SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State having chartered 64 schools.
Of the 40 SUNY authorized charter schools with test results, 100% of students tested at or above proficiency at five schools: Albany Community Charter School (Albany City School District); Leadership Preparatory Charter School (CSD 13 Brooklyn); Girls Preparatory Charter School (CSD 1 Manhattan); Excellence CS of Bedford Stuyvesant (CSD 16) Brooklyn; and Carl C. Icahn Charter School Bronx North (CSD 8) Bronx.
Another 23 SUNY charter schools had more than 90% of students proficient; eight additional schools had more than 80% of students at proficiency; and four schools had less than 80 percent proficiency with the lowest percentage being 66.1%.
“All of the schools work so hard to ensure academic gains for their students,” said Chartock.  “Performance on the New York State assessments is a significant component of that work.  For those schools that did well, we extend our congratulations; this is more incentive to continue to raise the bar. For those schools that did not meet their goals, we know that they will glean important information from the test results and work incredibly hard toward improvement in their charter term.”
In New York City, where the largest number of SUNY authorized charter schools is located, 94% of students tested at or above proficiency, again exceeding the performance of their charter school peers and the state-wide average for all schools.  
School level data for all New York State charter schools is available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/parentPerformance.htm.  
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the State University Trustees to assist them in carrying out their responsibilities under the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998. The Institute will celebrate its 10th anniversary at a ceremony held at the Grand Concourse Academy Charter School in the Bronx on Monday, June 8th, from 12 noon – 2 p.m.  Details available on the Institute’s website at: www.newyorkcharters.org.

Guided by the rigorous standards set by the State University Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY-authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: acceptance and evaluation of new school charter applications; ongoing oversight and evaluation of all charter schools subsequently authorized by SUNY; reporting to the public on each school’s performance and progress; and conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter. 

The State University Trustees and the Charter Schools Institute were featured in a United States Department of Education guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing. SUNY was nominated and selected after a rigorous review process—chosen from over 800 charter authorizers nationally—and is one of only eight charter authorizers profiled. 
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