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Charter Schools Institute Names Katherine B. Graetzer Special Projects Assistant 

Contact: Cynthia M. Proctor, cynthia.proctor@suny.edu

Charter Schools Institute

State University of New York

41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051

For Immediate Release: Wednesday, March 26, 2008

Albany - Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Dr. Jennifer G. Sneed announced today the appointment of Katherine B. Graetzer as Special Project Assistant. Ms. Graetzer will assist in preparing the office for meetings of the State University Trustees and tracking related actions.  She will also support the Institute's communications efforts including updates to the Institute’s website and assisting in document and report finalization. 
Ms. Graetzer most recently served as an Administrative Assistant at the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) in Albany, where she coordinated various projects for its annual fundraising campaign.  Prior to her service at MDA, Ms. Graetzer worked at Overture Services in Los Angeles, first as a Client Services Specialist and later as a Content Editor. She was responsible for educating clients about editorial guidelines and policies, as well as evaluating client websites and writing advertising copy for inclusion in online search results.  Before joining Overture, Ms. Graetzer served as an Assistant Editor at Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, publisher of scholarly and reference books and journals. 
Ms.Graetzer received her Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from Hamilton College.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. The Board of Trustees of the State University of New York and the SUNY Charter Schools Institute were recently featured in a new United States Department of Education (USDOE) guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing.
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