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SUNY Board Grants Highest Renewal to Brooklyn Charter School

· Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School applied for, and was granted, a full-term, 
five-year Initial Renewal

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)

Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell:  518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  Tuesday, March 11, 2008

Albany – Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to grant a full-term, five-year renewal to the Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School.  The full-term, five-year renewal is the highest renewal designation that the State University Trustees award.

The Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School currently serves 692 students in kindergarten through 8th grade.  The school has authority to grow to 704 students in the same grades in its next charter term.

Renewal Report excerpt (full report available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/
pubsReportsRenewals.htm):  “The Brooklyn Excelsior board understands the core business of the school—student achievement—in sufficient depth for it to provide effective oversight.  The Brooklyn Excelsior board has made academic accountability a permanent item on its meeting agenda, and has a performance “dashboard” which National Heritage Academies, Inc. (NHA), the school’s for-profit education management organization, updates monthly.  At the time of the renewal inspection visit, school board members demonstrated a sound understanding of the board’s role in overseeing student performance and demonstrated their ability to track progress towards meeting educational goals.”
The State Education Department named Brooklyn Excelsior a “high performing/gap closing” school under the NCLB for its performance through 2005-06.    

Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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