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SUNY Board Issues Non-Renewal (closure) Decision for Sankofa Charter School (Buffalo)
One of three renewal decisions made today for SUNY authorized charter schools in Buffalo.  See http://www.newyorkcharters.org for additional details.

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell: 518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  January 15, 2008
Albany - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to deny the Application for Renewal of Sankofa Charter School (formerly known as KIPP Sankofa Charter School).  This non-renewal decision means that the school will close at the end of the current school year. 
While the school did apply for a short-term, three-year renewal, the Institute was unable to make that recommendation pursuant to the Practices, Policies and Procedures for the Renewal of Charter Schools Authorized by the State University Board of Trustees (State University Renewal Practices).  
Based on the Charter Schools Institute’s review of the evidence that it gathered, both prior to and during its renewal inspection visit, and that Sankofa Charter School provided, the Institute could not make the findings required by the New York Charter Schools Act and the State University Renewal Practices, including specifically that the school would improve student learning and achievement and be operated in an educationally sound manner.  The Institute instead found that the personnel, programs and structures in place at the school were not sufficient in terms of quantity or quality to make it likely that the school would meet or come close to meeting its Accountability Plan goals, even if the school qualified for more time (which it does not).  
“The State University Trustees have set high standards for charter renewal that guide the work of the Institute,” said Dr. Jennifer G. Sneed, Senior Vice President of the Charter Schools Institute.  “Our mandate is that it is simply not acceptable for a school to under-perform its local district, or even to outperform a struggling district.  We are committed to excellent schools that guide students to the highest levels of achievement possible.”
Sneed added that, “We recognize the passion that Sankofa’s school leaders, trustees, staff, parents and students have for their school, note the recent renewed energy of school trustees and administrators, and are aware of the enhancements made in school culture and classroom behavior as a result.  Unfortunately, this renewed passion and energy–in the Institute’s opinion–did not have a tangible impact on the effectiveness of the school’s academic program.” 

- MORE -

Sankofa Charter School currently serves 199 students in Kindergarten through 4th grade.  The school will continue to strive to make improvements to the academic program and work to meet student’s educational needs throughout the remainder of this school year. 

The Institute will begin to work with the Buffalo area charter schools and Buffalo City School District to help parents in their efforts to identify a new school for next year.  In addition to contacting the school directly, parents can feel free to contact the Institute at 1-866-433-8278, 
ext. 2051.
Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process, including a copy of the State University Renewal Practices, are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.

Charter schools are tuition free public schools.  In exchange for certain freedoms (the ability to develop their own curriculum, choose staff, set educational goals, offer a longer school day and school year, and establish their own standards for student behavior), charter schools must continually apply for, and demonstrate that they have earned the right to continue the high privilege of educating New York’s children. 

If a charter school cannot meet the standards for charter renewal, it risks being closed down.  This unprecedented level of accountability is what distinguishes New York charter schools from their traditional district school peers. 

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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