[image: image1.jpg]Charter Schools Institute
The State University of New York





SUNY Board Grants Highest Renewal to Two Manhattan Charter Schools; Approves Innovative Plans for Growth
· Harlem Village Academy Charter School (Manhattan) applied for, and was granted, a full-term, five-year Initial Renewal

· KIPP S.T.A.R College Prep Charter School (Manhattan) applied for, and was granted, a full-term, five-year Initial Renewal

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell:  518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  Tuesday, March 11, 2008
Albany - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to grant full-term, five year initial renewals to two Manhattan charter schools:  Harlem Village Academy Charter School and KIPP S.T.A.R College Prep Charter School.  

In approving these renewals, the State University Trustees granted initial approval for unique expansion plans for both schools, designed to maximize each school’s significant academic strengths and maximize economies of scale to provide enhanced services to students.

The full-term, five-year renewal is the highest renewal designation that the State University Trustees award.
· The Harlem Village Academy Charter School currently serves 233 students in 5th through 9th grade.  As part of its Application for Renewal, Harlem Village Academy submitted plans to grow to serve 351 students in 5th through 12th grade, co-locating grades 9 -12 with its sister school, Leadership Village Academy Charter School.  
It is envisioned that this co-location will create an enriched educational experience providing for advanced course offerings in all core academic areas, as well as instruction in Latin, arts, music, and other electives such as debate and technology.  
Renewal Report excerpt (full report available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/
pubsReportsRenewals.htm):  “…Harlem Village Academy has outperformed the local school district and the city on the New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) assessments in English language arts and mathematics.  In mathematics, Harlem Village Academy has sustained exceedingly strong results, meeting all of its Accountability Plan measures in the current year.  Despite a relatively high proportion of free-lunch students, the school has also scored above the average for all public schools state-wide and has far outperformed similar schools state-wide.  In addition, 90 percent of all the 8th graders passed the Regents Mathematics A examination.  In English language arts, the school came close to meeting its Accountability Plan goal in the current year with students in the 7th and 8th grades outperforming similar schools state-wide and coming close to the state-wide average for all public schools.”  
The State University Trustees approval for expansion is contingent on Leadership Village Academy Charter School—also authorized by the State University Trustees—applying for and receiving full approval for a similar revision to its charter (allowing instruction to students in 9th through 12th grades in a setting co-located with Harlem Village Academy). It is anticipated that the school will submit such a request shortly.  In addition, the State University Trustees have required that the school secure an adequate facility for the co-located high school, the plans for which would be approved by the Institute.   
Both schools partner with the Village Academies Network, Inc., a non-profit education organization to provide the school with the following eight core services: 1) principal training and support; 2) teacher recruiting; 3) professional development; 4) student enrichment; 5) curriculum and assessment development; 6) family and community outreach; 7) fundraising; and 8) operations support.  

· The KIPP S.T.A.R. College Prep Charter School currently serves 270 students in 5th through 8th grade.  As part of its Application for Renewal, KIPP S.T.A.R. submitted plans to grow to serve students in kindergarten through 3rd grades and 5th through 12th grades with a maximum projected enrollment of 738 students, co-locating grades 9 -12 in a shared facility with three other New York City based KIPP charter schools.

It is envisioned that this multiple school co-location will create an enriched educational experience providing for advanced course offerings in all core academic areas, as well as instruction in Spanish and other electives.  
Renewal Report excerpt (full report available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/
pubsReportsRenewals.htm):  “During the charter period, KIPP STAR has met the academic program goals in its Accountability Plan, as well as the Institute’s outcome measures used to evaluate a school at renewal.  Over the last two years, when KIPP STAR has participated in the New York State Testing Program (NYSTP), it met for the most part its mathematics goal and came close to meeting its English language arts goal.  The school has far outperformed other schools in the local school district and has performed much higher than predicted in comparison to schools state-wide with similar family income levels.”
The State University Trustees voted to approve the school’s plans, contingent on the Board of Regents approving certain charter revisions to allow instruction to students in 9th through 12th grades in a setting co-located with KIPP S.T.A.R.  (The New York City Schools Chancellor is the authorizer of the three proposed co-located schools (KIPP Academy Charter School, KIPP Always Mentally Prepared Charter School, and KIPP Infinity Charter School), and the Regents have final authority regarding charter revisions for those schools).—

This innovative proposal would require ongoing review and approvals as it is developed; all such elements have been built into this charter renewal. 
Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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