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SUNY Board Grants One-Year Renewal with Conditions to the Ark Community Charter School (Troy)
Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518/433-8277, ext. 2051   cell:  518/817-6290

For Immediate Release:  Tuesday, March 11, 2008
Albany - Upon recommendation of its Committee on Charter Schools, the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York today voted to grant a one-year renewal with conditions to the Ark Community Charter School in Troy. 
The Ark Community Charter School is currently in its seventh year of operation; today’s action extends the school’s charter through July 2009.  The school currently serves 184 students in kindergarten through 6th grade.
While the school applied for a full-term, five-year renewal, in accordance with Practices, Policies and Procedures for the Renewal of Charter Schools Authorized by the State University Board of Trustees (State University Renewal Practices), the Institute was unable to make that recommendation based on the school’s inability to consistently meet or come close to meeting its Accountability Plan academic goals and its performance relative the SUNY Charter Renewal Benchmarks.  The Institute instead recommended that the school’s application for charter renewal be denied.  

The school appealed the Institute’s decision to the Committee on Charter Schools pursuant to the State University Renewal Practices.  On March 3, 2008, the Committee on Charter Schools met and agreed that the school would not be renewed if the Renewal Practices were strictly followed.  However, the Committee on Charter Schools acknowledged that the school had made significant curriculum changes and that the Committee did not see evidence of systemic failure typical of other schools recommended for non-renewal.  Therefore, the Committee on Charter Schools recommended that the Board of Trustees exercise its discretion and renew the school’s charter for one year subject to the following conditions:

· instruction shall be in grades kindergarten through 6th grade only with a maximum projected enrollment of 180 students; 

· any subsequent renewal outcome shall only be either a five-year renewal or non-renewal; 

· at the time of the next renewal review, the school must meet or come close to meeting both its English language arts and mathematics accountability plan goals by either 1) meeting the required absolute measures of student proficiency on state assessments and coming close to meeting three out of four of the remaining measures, or 2) coming close to meeting each of the five required measures;

· students entering the 6th grade must have been enrolled in the school’s 5th grade, and the school must amend its admissions policy accordingly; and

· the school must employ a teacher certified in English to Speakers of Other Languages, and have a fully operational program for English language learners.

The complete renewal report for the school is available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/pubsReportsRenewals.htm.
Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process, including a copy of the State University Renewal Practices, are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
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