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USDOE REPORT RECOGNIZES SUNY AS A HIGH QUALITY CHARTER AUTHORIZER

A second report, also newly released from USDOE, profiles a SUNY authorized charter school in the Bronx as one of seven charter schools making significant strides in closing the achievement gap.
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The Board of Trustees of the State University of New York and the SUNY Charter Schools Institute are featured in a new United States Department of Education (USDOE) guide on high quality charter authorizing, Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing. SUNY was nominated and selected after a rigorous review process—chosen from over 800 charter authorizers nationally—and is one of only eight charter authorizers profiled. 

The USDOE announced the release of this and one other charter school focused report last Friday.  In addition to the Authorizing guide, the USDOE issued Charter Schools Closing the Achievement Gap, a publication profiling seven successful charter schools across the country that are helping students achieve high standards, including the SUNY authorized Carl C. Icahn Charter School in the Bronx, led by Principal Jeffrey Litt.

The Carl C. Icahn Charter School is one of 43 SUNY authorized charter schools in operation this school year throughout New York State.  SUNY authorized charter schools serve more than 13,000 students and have another nearly 14,000 students on waiting lists for admissions. 

A Charter Schools Institute analysis of the 2006-07 state test data shows that 74% of SUNY authorized charter schools outperformed their local districts on the state assessment in mathematics and 71% outperformed their local district on the state assessment in English Language Arts.  SUNY is the nation’s second largest University-affiliated authorizer of charter schools.  

“We are honored that the United States Department of Education has recognized SUNY’s work as charter authorizers and we extend our congratulations to the Carl C. Icahn Charter School on their selection as a featured school in a USDOE report as well,” said Randy A. Daniels, SUNY Board of Trustees' Vice Chairman and Co-Chair of the Board's Committee on Charter Schools.  “These publications, collecting and sharing best practices, are so important to the efforts of all charter authorizers. SUNY, like its peers across the country, is committed to consistently raising the bar, to always striving to do even better.”

SUNY was recognized as a high quality authorizer for the strength of the organizational structure of the Charter Schools Institute; its comprehensive application review process, and practice of including external evaluators as part of its ongoing oversight and evaluation of SUNY authorized charter schools.  

“When we authorized our first charter schools in 1999, we were implementing what was a new law in New York State,” said Edward F. Cox, SUNY Trustee and Co-Chair of the Board's Committee on Charter Schools.  “We knew it was critically important to establish, document, and adhere to thoughtful and rigorous policies and practices that met the letter of the law and would support our efforts to authorize schools with the highest potential for improving student learning.” 

SUNY policies for requiring each charter school to establish a formal Accountability Plan, with specific targets for student performance on state exams, were noted in the report as well.  SUNY’s standard includes that at least 75% of students who have been enrolled in the school for two or more years score at or above proficiency on New York State assessments in English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies, and that the school outperforms the local school district and similar public schools state-wide.

Institute practices for charter renewal and SUNY’s commitment to accountability as demonstrated by actually making the decision to not renew, or close, low-performing schools were also highlighted. 

“Striking that delicate and difficult balance between giving schools autonomy and providing responsible oversight is the hard work that the State University Trustees have committed to, and the principle that drives the work of the Charter Schools Institute,” added Cox.  “We appreciate that this was noted by the USDOE in its report findings.”

“We learned that the Institute was nominated for the Guide last fall,” said SUNY Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Jennifer G. Sneed.  “We went through an interview process that lasted several months and included a site visit to the Institute and numerous submissions of data and policies.  We actually learned that we had been accepted for inclusion in the Guide in early spring and are pleased that it was released on Friday.”

Dr. Sneed noted that the charter school landscape in New York State has changed significantly since the initial research for this report was conducted.  “With the lifting of the cap on the number of charter schools allowed in the state, SUNY will soon be making its first recommendations regarding the establishment of new charter schools in more than two years,” added Sneed. “We bring eight years of authorizing experience to these decisions.”  Note that the New York Charter Schools Act was revised in April of 2007 adding an additional one hundred charters in the State, of which fifty are to be awarded by the State University Trustees.  

For additional information on the charter school policies and practices of the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York or the SUNY Charter Schools Institute, please visit: http://www.newyorkcharters.org.  

The two reports mentioned in this release can be found online as follows:  Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality Authorizing at: http://www.ed.gov/nclb/choice/charter/authorizing/authorizing.pdf and Charter Schools Closing the Achievement Gap at: http://www.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/charterk-8/report.pdf. 

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY-authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: acceptance and evaluation of new school charter applications; ongoing oversight and evaluation of all charter schools subsequently authorized by SUNY; reporting to the public on each school’s performance and progress; and conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter. 
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