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For Immediate Release: Friday, July 9, 2010
Albany - The SUNY Charter Schools Institute will broadly distribute a DRAFT Request for Proposals to Establish New York State Charter Schools, on behalf of the SUNY Trustees, for public comment on Monday, July 12th.  

Per the May 28, 2010 amendments to the Charter Schools Act of 1998, SUNY is required to solicit public comment on a draft RFP, respond to comments about the RFP document, and issue the RFP in final on August 1, 2010 (effectively August 2 as the 1st falls on a Sunday).  The RFP is a new methodology for soliciting charter school applications for review.

"We are hoping to get as much feedback as possible on the draft RFP," said Jonas S. Chartock, SUNY Charter Schools Institute Executive Director. "Unfortunately, the timeframe in which we were mandated to revise our process, issue a draft then final RFP, and review submitted proposals for this first cycle in August is incredibly tight."

The public comment process will be as follows:

July 12:   
The Charter Schools Institute will post the draft RFP on its website, send it to media state-wide, email it to the broadest possible list of educational, community, and parent organizations encouraging them to broadly share the document and post the document on their respective websites.  


The Institute will accept comments on the RFP via email to: charters@suny.edu and in writing to: SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207 until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 23rd.

July 20: 
The Charter Schools Institute will host a meeting via videoconference to solicit verbal testimony on the RFP with locations in Albany, New York City, and Buffalo. Participants in the meeting and the community at large can also submit written comments to the meeting facilitator or send them via email to charters@suny.edu and in writing to: SUNY Charter Schools Institute, 41 State Street, Suite 700, Albany, New York 12207 until Wednesday, July 23rd.  Details about the meeting location(s) will be sent via media advisory and posted on the website of the Institute no later than Friday, July 16 at 5:00 p.m.

July 21 - 31: 
The Institute will review and respond to comments, modifying the draft RFP as appropriate. The Institute will release a summary of comments received and the responses thereto, as appropriate, on August 2, 2010 or as soon thereafter as practicable based on the number of comments received.

August 2: 
The final RFP will be issued.

Additional details will be provided on Monday with the release of the draft RFP.
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