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SUNY Trustees Approve a New Charter School in Brooklyn
For Immediate Release: Tuesday, September 20, 2011
Contact: Morgan Hook; morgan.hook@suny.edu; 518-320-1311
Albany – Upon the recommendation of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and the SUNY Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee, the State University of New York Board of Trustees approved the proposal to establish the Canarsie Ascend Charter School in Brooklyn.  The school, which will open serving 208 students in Kindergarten and first grade, will be located in private facility space in Community School District 18.

“I had the opportunity to meet the lead applicant and prospective board of trustees for this school,” said Dr. Pedro Noguera, SUNY Trustee and Chair of the Trustees’ Education, College Readiness and Success Committee.  “I feel confident that this school will continue SUNY’s proud record of excellence in the charter schools we have authorized.”  
“Today’s decision marks the completion of SUNY’s January 2011 application review cycle,” said Susan Miller Barker, Interim Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute.  “The Trustees have approved 15 new charters schools from the January RFP that represent a wide range of school models.  From replications of existing programs, like Canarsie Ascend, to new school models with unique community based partnerships such as the Children’s Aid Society Community Charter School.”
Today’s decision brings the number of SUNY authorized charter schools in operation or approved to open across New York State to 102 schools.  By the fall of 2012, SUNY charter schools will serve nearly 30,000 students and their families.  

Relative to the cap on the number of charter schools allowed in the state, SUNY has 6 available charters to award under the State’s 2007 allocation of charters, and 113 available charters under the State’s 2010 allocation of charters.  Forty of the remaining 2010 charters may be located in New York City.

A brief description of the school appears below.  A detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations on Canarsie Ascend is available at: www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm.  
Brooklyn:

Canarsie Ascend would open in the fall of 2012 in private facility space in Community School District 18 in Brooklyn.  The school will serve 208 students in Kindergarten and 1st grade in its first year of operation and grow to serve 660 students in K - 5th grade in the final year of the proposed charter term.  The board of trustees of the school plan to contract with the non-for-profit charter management organization Ascend Learning, Inc. for the provision of a broad ranges of services including provision of the school’s educational program. 

Ascend Learning currently contracts with three charter schools in Brooklyn authorized by the NYC Schools’ Chancellor: Brooklyn Ascend Charter School; Brownsville Ascend Charter School; and Bushwick Ascend Charter School.
The mission of Canarsie Ascend would be in part “to equip every student with the knowledge, confidence, and character to succeed in college and beyond.”  The founders would implement the following key design elements in pursuit of the school’s mission:
· use of the SABIS educational system including a college-preparatory curriculum that is tightly linked to an electronic assessment system, innovative pedagogical protocols, tools for building a transformative school culture, and state-of-the-art school management software; 

· the implementation of a No Excuses school culture, designed to positively shape students’ habits, values, and aspirations; and

· a college preparatory environment of high expectations for all students.  
The SABIS educational system includes a detailed, college-preparatory curriculum linked to an electronic assessment system, innovative pedagogical protocols, tools for building a transformative school culture, and state-of-the-art school management software.  Students will have an extended day with more time on the study of mathematics and English language arts.  The school’s faculty will receive intensive and ongoing professional development through three weeks of pre-service training; professional development days; after-school sessions throughout the school year; weekly grade-team meetings; and ongoing modeling.


SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  The SUNY Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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