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SUNY Board of Trustees Vote to Grant Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School a Short-Term Planning Year Renewal
In other business, the Trustees also voted to approve revisions to the charters of the following schools:  Albany Community Charter School (Albany); Girl’s Preparatory Charter School of New York (Manhattan); and Harlem Village Academy Charter School (Manhattan) 

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518-433-8277, ext. 2051

For Immediate Release:  January 11, 2007
New York City - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today unanimously voted to award Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School (BECS) a Short-Term Planning Year Renewal. 
Per the New York Charter Schools Act, an initial charter is granted for a maximum period of five years. However, because the charter period begins when a school’s charter is approved, rather than when it first opens its doors to students, schools that have taken one or more planning years come to renewal with, at most, three years of data regarding school and student performance.

“The limited time of operation and resulting reduced amount of student assessment outcomes makes it extremely difficult for the Institute to determine any trends in student performance or make a well-reasoned determination as to whether the school should be renewed for a full-term of five years,” said Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Jennifer G. Sneed.
To address this issue, the SUNY Board of Trustees approved the use of the Short-Term Planning Year renewal option. This option is available to schools that have taken one or more planning years. These schools are able, with limited though legally and programmatically sufficient review, to typically obtain renewal for a period equal to the number of planning years taken. In turn, therefore, a school will not be required to seek renewal for a full-term of five years until it has been in operation for at least four full years and amassed fours years of performance data.

“Remember that the application process to open a new charter school is highly competitive,” added Dr. Sneed. “There are a number of details that school founding groups and/or leaders may not be able to address until they know the Trustees have approved their application and they have officially been awarded a charter. It is often in the best interest of the students to tackle those issues before a school opens its doors.”
The Institute’s protocol for a Short-Term Planning Year Renewal is based on the same fundamental questions all schools must address in applying for renewal of their charters:

- MORE -
· Is the school an academic success?

· Is the school a viable and effective organization?

· Is the school fiscally sound?

· What are the school’s plans for the next charter period and are 
they reasonable, feasible and achievable?
The Institute also makes the same legal findings as it does for any renewal application submitted to it. However, in the case of a short-term planning year renewal, where the renewal period is for a limited amount of time, the Institute employs a somewhat abbreviated process to determine its recommendation and make the necessary findings.  
Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School (BECS)
BECS’s charter was scheduled to expire on March 19, 2007. Today’s action by the SUNY Board of Trustees extends the school’s charter through and including July 31, 2008 and allows it to operate pursuant to the terms of its original charter with the following exception:  the school would add an eighth grade as contemplated by its original charter.  

BECS was first approved by the SUNY Board of Trustees, and a charter was issued by the Board of Regents, in March of 2002.  
The school used 2002-03 as a planning year and officially opened in the Fall of 2003, serving 240 students in Kindergarten through fifth grades. As of the current school year, the school enrolls 650 students in Kindergarten through seventh grades. BECS provides a core curriculum which focuses its instruction in the areas of English language arts, mathematics and science using Core Knowledge, Saxon Math, Open Court reading. In addition to the core subjects, the school’s academic program includes music, art and physical education. Character education is provided through the school’s management company, National Heritage Academies, Inc.  

BECS’s mission statement since its inception has been as follows: “Working in partnership with parents and community, Brooklyn Excelsior Charter School will offer a challenging character-based education by providing a strong curriculum and an atmosphere of high expectations.”  
Note that the Institute’s Renewal Report on BECS is available in its entirety on the Institute’s website at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/proBrooklynExcelsior.htm
In other business, the SUNY Board of Trustees today:

· Granted full term five-year Subsequent Renewals to Community Partnership Charter School in Brooklyn and Harbor Science and Arts Charter School in Manhattan.  See http://www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm for complete details.
· Voted to amend the charters of the following schools:

· Albany Community Charter School (Albany) - Changing the date that children must turn five in order to attend Kindergarten from December 1 to December 31. This change would effectively change the age of admission from 4 years, 10 months to 4 years, 9 months. The Institute conducted a fiscal, legal and academic review of the proposed change in program and recommended its approval.

- MORE -
· Girl’s Preparatory Charter School of New York (Manhattan) - Waiver of charter restriction that prevents more than 40% of the school board from being affiliated with any single entity so that all school trustees may be affiliated with Friends of Girl’s Preparatory Charter School, Inc. (“Friends”), a tax-exempt, not-for-profit corporation. The Institute has conducted a legal, fiscal and academic review of the proposed change in program and recommended its approval. The Institute found that the conflict of interest inherent in having individuals simultaneously serve on two different governing boards is ameliorated by the fact that both organizations are designed to support the school and both are subject to Internal Revenue Service tax-exempt organization rules. 

· Harlem Village Academy Charter School (Manhattan) - Reduction in enrollment from 241 to 200, during the 2006-07 school year, which is the last full school year of the charter term. In addition to normal attrition, the school has indicated that its move last year from one location in Harlem to another caused parents to not return to the school. Under the terms of its charter agreement, the school will be able to increase actual enrollment by 10% of the projected enrollment or 25 students (whichever is less) and decrease it by 15%. The school has previously reduced its projected enrollment in response to facility issues.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help them in carrying out their responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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