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SUNY Board of Trustees Recognizes Progress, Votes to Renew Two Charter Schools
· Community Partnership Charter School (Brooklyn) applied for, and was granted
a full-term, five-year Subsequent Renewal

· Harbor Science and Arts Charter School (Manhattan) applied for, and was granted
a full-term, five-year Subsequent Renewal

Contact:  Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu)
Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207

518-433-8277, ext. 2051

For Immediate Release:  January 11, 2007
New York City - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Committee on Charter Schools of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today unanimously voted to grant both Community Partnership Charter School (CPCS) in Brooklyn and Harbor Science and Arts Charter School (Harbor) in Manhattan full-term, five-year Subsequent Renewals.
Per the New York Charter Schools Act, an initial charter is granted for a maximum period of five years. Both CPCS and Harbor are in their seventh year of operation, having been granted Short-Term Renewals of two years by the SUNY Board of Trustees in 2005.  Thus, today’s decisions represent Subsequent Renewals through July 31, 2012 for both schools.

Charter schools are tuition free public schools. In exchange for certain freedoms (the ability to develop their own curriculum, choose staff, set educational goals, offer a longer school day and school year, and establish their own standards for student behavior), charter schools must continually apply for, and demonstrate that they have earned the right to continue the high privilege of educating New York’s children. 
If a charter school cannot meet the standards for charter renewal, it risks being closed down. This unprecedented level of accountability is what distinguishes New York charter schools from their traditional district school peers. 
“Both of these charter schools were renewed because they provided real evidence of academic success with children and offer parents quality choices in public education,” said SUNY Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Randy A. Daniels, who also co-chairs the Trustees’ Committee on Charter Schools. 

“Charter schools must prove they are worthy of charter renewal,” said SUNY Trustee and Committee Co-chair Edward F. Cox. “These schools completed a rigorous review process that took into consideration all the key components of their operation.”
- MORE -
The SUNY Board of Trustees, in recognizing the varying stages of a school’s development, have set distinct standards for those schools coming to renewal for the first time and those applying for a subsequent renewal.

Schools which come to renewal for the first time often come to renewal with limited or ambiguous data especially regarding student achievement. Therefore, for example, the State University during the initial renewal review considers not only test scores or student performance data to judge the effectiveness of the academic program, but also evaluates, through its renewal site visit, the extent to which the school’s academic program reflects the standards established by the Institute’s Qualitative Educational Indicators, also known as the Renewal Benchmarks.  
“In contrast, charter schools that have already been renewed come to renewal with a much more extensive data set,” said Charter Schools Institute Senior Vice President Jennifer G. Sneed.  “As a result, the Institute reduces the amount of time devoted to gathering evidence regarding the school’s academic program at the time of the visit, but rather examines the outcomes of that program, meaning its track record of bringing students to standards and keeping them there.”  
Complete details on the SUNY Renewal Process are available at:  http://www.newyorkcharters.org/schoolsRenewOverview.htm
Summary information for both CPCS and Harbor are attached.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including:  evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress.
- 30 -
Attachment: School Summaries

SUNY Board of Trustees Recognizes Progress,
Votes to Renew Two Charter Schools, January 11, 2007

Community Partnership Charter School
Today’s Action:
The State University Board of Trustees today approved the application for renewal of the Community Partnership Charter School (CPCS), renewing the charter of CPCS for a period of five years with authority to provide instruction to students in Kindergarten through fifth grades in such configuration as set forth in its application, with a maximum enrollment of 300 students. 

Background: 

CPCS was approved by the SUNY Board of Trustees in January 2000 and by the Board of Regents in April of that year. The school opened in the fall of 2000 serving an initial enrollment of 100 students in Kindergarten and first grade. In August 2004, the school relocated to the PS 270 school building, a New York City Department of Education facility next to a public playground. The school added one additional grade in each of the 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04, and 2004-05 school years. 
In February of 2005, the SUNY Board of Trustees granted CPCS a short-term renewal for a period of two years, through and including July 31, 2007, with authority limited to providing instruction in grades K-5 with a maximum enrollment of 500 students.  

CPCS is one of two charter schools supported by the Beginning with Children Foundation (the second school, also located in Brooklyn, is the Beginning with Children Charter School, authorized by the New York City Schools’ Chancellor). CPCS maintains a Memorandum of Understanding with the Foundation for services in the following areas:  research and assessment; business support services, accountability/compliance; development; technology; public relations/media; and outreach/advocacy.  
The school’s mission statement is as follows: “At the Community Partnership Charter School, families, educators and community members join together to create a learning environment that fosters high academic achievement which exceeds the New York State performance standards.  An enriched curriculum and dynamic partnerships between the school, families, and community enable all students to become life long learners and active citizens who value kindness and respect.”
CPCS Enrollment History and Grades Served:

Year

Enrollment

Grades Served

2003-04: 
250 


K-4
2004-05: 
300 


K-5
2005-06: 
300 


K-5
2006-07: 
288 


K-5

The New York State Education Department (SED) recorded the following for CPCS:  54% of the student body is eligible for free lunch; 21% are eligible for reduced lunch. Race/ethnicity is as follows:  American Indian, Alaskan, Asian, or Pacific Islander, 0.3%; Black, 90.8%, Hispanic, 7.8%; and White (Not Hispanic), 1%. 
In the 2005-06 administration of the New York State assessment in English Language Arts (ELA), with respect to the percent of students scoring at proficiency or above, CPCS (63%) outperformed CSD 13 (53%).  Likewise, in Mathematics, CPCS (74%) outperformed CSD 13 (64%).
Excerpts from the Charter Schools Institute’s Renewal Report: Community Partnership Charter School.  Note that the report is available in its entirety on the Institute’s website at:  www.newyorkcharters.org/proCommunityPartnership.htm.
During the charter period, Community Partnership Charter School has met or come close to meeting the academic goals set in its Accountability Plan and has demonstrated steady progress in academic attainment. CPCS has shown consistent improvement in ELA.  In 2004-05, the first year of the charter period, approximately half of fourth grade students were proficient on the state ELA exam, an increase of 20 percentage points from the previous year.  In 2005-06, CPCS came close to meeting its absolute measure for the first time.  The school did not perform as well as the district in 2004-05 but outperformed the district by a good margin in 2005-06.  In comparison to similar schools statewide, while CPCS performed significantly worse than predicted in 2004-05, it performed better than predicted in 2005-06, coming close to meeting the measure.  
CPCS met its mathematics goal in both years of the charter period.  The school met its absolute measure of student proficiency on the state mathematics exam in both years, and outperformed the local district by at least 12 percentage points.  It also performed better than predicted in comparison to similar schools statewide, although to a smaller degree in 2005-06 than in the previous year.  
In addition, by the final year of the charter period, the school achieved its goals in science and social studies.  
The Institute found evidence that that CPCS is an effective and viable organization in terms of its corporate governance and in meeting legal requirements.  
The school completed the 2005-06 school year in stable and improved financial condition and has been generally stable throughout its existence. 
Harbor Science and Arts Charter School

Today’s Action:

The State University Board of Trustees today approved the application for charter renewal of the Harbor Science and Arts Charter School (Harbor), authorizing the renewal of the charter for a period of five years with authority to provide instruction to students in first through eighth grades with a maximum enrollment of 228 students for the duration of the charter period, subject however to the applicable terms of the renewal application. 
Background:  

Harbor was authorized by the SUNY Trustees in January 2000 and by the Board of Regents in April of that same year. The school opened in September 2000, serving 149 students in grades K-6. The school remains at its original location, One East 104th Street, Suite 603 in East Harlem, New York, occupying two full floors within the large Boys & Girls Harbor, Inc. building.  
In 2005, the Board of Trustees awarded Harbor a Short-Term Renewal through and including July 31, 2007, providing the school with an opportunity to build on the successes made primarily in its fourth year of operation.  

The school’s mission statement is as follows:  “It is the mission of the Harbor Science and Arts Charter School to create a learning environment where children and adults are engaged together in the learning process, where children use technology to support a hands-on curriculum that integrates math, science and technology with the arts and where all students are held to high academic standards in a non-competitive, supportive environment.”
Harbor Enrollment History and Grades Served:

Year

Enrollment

Grades Served

2003-04: 
196 


1-8
2004-05: 
208 


1-8
2005-06: 
211 


1-8
2006-07: 
211 


1-8
The New York State Education Department (SED) recorded the following for Harbor:  67% of the student body is eligible for free lunch; 16.3% are eligible for reduced lunch. Race/ethnicity is as follows:  Black, 78.9%; Hispanic, 21.1%; and White (Not Hispanic), 1%.

In the 2005-06 administration of the New York State Assessment in English Language Arts, with respect to the percent of students scoring at proficiency or above, Harbor (68%) outperformed CSD 4 (41%). Likewise, in Mathematics, Harbor (74%) outperformed CSD 4 (49%).

Excerpts from the Charter Schools Institute’s Renewal Report: Harbor Science and Arts Charter School. Note:  The report is available in its entirety on the Institute’s website at: www.newyorkcharters.org/proHarbor.htm.
During the charter period, Harbor Science and Arts Charter School has consistently met or come close to meeting its academic program Accountability Plan goals.  On the state’s English language Arts (ELA) and mathematics examinations in 2004-05 and 2005-06, Harbor continually outperformed its local school district and enabled a higher proportion of students to achieve proficiency than would be predicted by the performance of comparable public schools across the state.  

While the evidence indicates that the upper grades did not generally perform as well as the lower grades on the 2005-06 state exams, each grade with basically one exception surpassed the state-wide average for that grade.  The eighth grade results were particularly strong, suggesting that students are well-prepared for high school when they graduate.   

In addition to meeting its ELA and math goals, Harbor also met its science and social studies goals.  Harbor has made adequate yearly progress according to the state’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB) accountability system and is deemed to be in good standing.  

At the time of the visit, the Institute found evidence that the school is an effective and viable organization in terms of its corporate governance and meeting legal requirements.  

The school completed the 2005-06 school year in weak but stable financial condition.   
