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SUNY Board Approves Application to Establish a New Charter School in Rochester
Contact: Cynthia M. Proctor (cynthia.proctor@suny.edu) 

Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York 

41 State Street, Albany, New York 12207 

518/433-8277, ext. 2051 cell: 518/817-6290 

For Immediate Release: June 16, 2009
New York - Upon recommendation of the Charter Schools Institute and the Charter Schools Committee of the State University of New York Board of Trustees, the full Board of Trustees today voted to approve an application to establish the University Preparatory Charter School for Young Men (“UPrep”) in Rochester, New York.
The approval of UPrep will bring the total number of operating charter schools in New York State authorized by SUNY to 65.  SUNY is New York State’s largest charter school authorizer. 

UPrep will be located in the Rochester City School District and plans to open in September 2010. The all-boys school will serve 150 students in 7th and 8th grades during its first year and grow to serve 375 students in grades 7-11 by the final year of its charter.
UPrep’s mission is for its students to master higher order thinking skills and productive life skills and to develop the quest for learning needed to graduate from high school, succeed in higher education, and to be successful in the work place. The school will achieve this mission by providing a complete middle and high school curriculum, based on both state standards and the Experiential Learning Outward Bound (E.L.O.B.) program, which will culminate with students earning Regents diplomas. The E.L.O.B program, which is implemented in 160 urban, rural and suburban schools in 29 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, utilizes learning expeditions that cross disciplines to engage students in real world applications of required curriculum content.

UPrep’s proposed educational program includes: an extended school day and year; daily time for individualized learning support in relation to a given subject area; daily time for guided study to allow students to obtain homework support, study groups and academic support services; a mentor from the community for each student; and daily advisory or crew time to allow for consistent support and guidance among a small group of 10 - 12 students. The school also intends to establish partnerships with local institutions of higher learning to enhance its academic program. Initial partners include: SUNY Geneseo, Nazareth College, St. John Fisher College, Monroe Community College and Bryant and Stratton College. UPrep will hold a summer institute each year to orient new students.

All applications received by the SUNY Charter Schools Institute on behalf of the State University Trustees undergo a rigorous and thorough review not only by Institute staff, but also by a panel of nationally renowned experts from the fields of education and other related areas, representing the charter and traditional school arenas. Pursuant to its review protocols, the Institute interviews the lead applicant and founding trustees for all submitted applications. Those applications that the Institute considers moving forward—based on staff review, feedback from the external expert panels and the personal interview—move into the Request for Amendment (RFA) phase of the Institute’s review process. In this phase, the Institute makes very specific requests for amendments to the application to ensure its clarity, as well as educational, fiscal and legal soundness. In addition, for applicants proposing to contract with a management organization, the Institute conducts its own due diligence regarding the management organization in terms of its capacity to provide the proposed services, including its fiscal and organizational soundness. If an application remains in the review process through the RFA phase, a second interview of the lead applicant and school’s proposed board of trustees is then conducted by one or more members of the State University Trustees’ Charter Schools Committee. 

In making its recommendation for the approval of this application to the State University Trustees, the Institute prepared a detailed Summary of Findings and Recommendations for UPrep that is available at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/newsPRs.htm.  Additional details about SUNY’s application review process are available on the Institute’s website at: http://www.newyorkcharters.org/openAppKit.htm.
The Charter Schools Institute was created by the State University Trustees to assist them in carrying out their responsibilities under the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the State University Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY-authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: acceptance and evaluation of new school charter applications; ongoing oversight and evaluation of all charter schools subsequently authorized by SUNY; reporting to the public on each school’s performance and progress; and conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter.
In a recent conference call hosted by Education Secretary Arne Duncan and his staff, Dean Kern, Director of the Charter Schools Program for the United States Department of Education, cited SUNY as one of three authorizers in the country that are exemplars of quality authorizing: “A couple of examples of high quality authorizers that are taken seriously, closing down low-performing schools, would be [New York’s] state university system, SUNY. They have done an incredible job of holding their charter schools accountable and closing those that are not demonstrating results.”
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