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Albany – Jonas S. Chartock, Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute will testify today before the New Jersey Joint Legislative Committee on the Public Schools.  Chartock, one of several national experts to testify, will share SUNY's experience as one of two state-wide charter school authorizers in New York.  Proposals before the New Jersey Legislature seek to allow universities to join the State's Education Commissioner as eligible authorizers.  The Committee meets at 10 a.m. today and the proceedings are expected to be webcast at:  http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/media/live_audio.asp.
 

Authorizers have responsibility for approving new charter schools, ongoing oversight and evaluation of those schools, and for making the critical determination about whether or not a charter school’s charter, or contract to operate, will be renewed. 

"There are many parallels between the authorizer model in New York and what is being proposed for New Jersey," said Chartock.  "There is tremendous potential for collaboration between a university-based authorizer and a State Education Department.”  
Two members of the leadership team of the National Association of Charter Schools Authorizers will be among those testifying with Chartock:  Dr. Douglas Thaman, Director of Professional Services and Dr. Alex Medler, Vice President for Policy and Research.

Chartock’s testimony is available for download at: www.newyorkcharters.org.

 

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest university-based charter school authorizer in the country.  The Charter Schools Institute was created by the SUNY Board of Trustees to help it in carrying out its responsibilities under the Charter Schools Act.  Guided by the rigorous standards set by the SUNY Board of Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: evaluating initial applications for the opening of charter schools; providing technical assistance and guidance to schools where necessary; requiring schools to take remedial action or placing schools on probation; conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter; and reporting to the school and the public on each school’s performance and progress. 
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