Choice, Accountability, Excellence: SUNY Authorized Charter Schools

View this new information video from the SUNY Charter Schools Institute at: www.newyorkcharters.org/infoVideo.htm
A text transcript of the video appears below:

NARRATOR:

Hello.  My name is Michelle Adams. Welcome to the Bronx Charter School for Better Learning, a public charter school authorized by the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York.

I am here today to provide you with some very concise information about New York charter schools.  I will also introduce you to the SUNY Charter Schools Institute and to the State University of New York in its capacity as a charter school authorizer; a role driven by a unique commitment to academic rigor and accountability that has garnered both positive results and national recognition.

Now to begin, charter schools are public schools dedicated to improving student achievement and to increasing learning opportunities for all students, particularly those at-risk of academic failure. 

New York State’s first charter schools opened in 1999, the first step in meeting a critical need: to provide every parent in the state with high-quality, tuition-free choices about where to send their children to school.

Per the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998, an initial charter is awarded for a period of only five years. Unlike traditional public schools, charter schools must continually prove that they have earned the privilege of educating New York’s children by applying to renew their charters at the end of each charter term. 

INSTITUTE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT DR. JENNIFER G. SNEED

What sets charter schools apart from their traditional counterparts is an unprecedented level of accountability.

Charter schools are given the freedom to develop their own curriculum, choose staff, set the length of the school day and year, and establish their own standards for student behavior.

In exchange for those freedoms, a charter school must show within its five-year charter period that it has raised student achievement.

INSTITUTE VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL RALPH A. ROSSI

Charter schools must comply with laws regarding health, safety, civil rights and special education.

If a charter school does not live up to its high expectations, the school’s authorizer can find the school in violation of its charter or educational law and actually close it down.

NARRATOR

The Charter Schools Act identified the SUNY Board of Trustees as one of three chartering entities in the state.  

The Trustees have authority to review and approve applications for new charter schools, responsibility for ongoing oversight of those schools, and ultimately, must make the decision of whether or not to renew a school’s charter.

FORMER SUNY CHANCELLOR JOHN R. RYAN

SUNY is proud to play a leading role in the implementation of the New York Charter Schools Act.  As a charter authorizer, the State University Trustees have set high standards for the creation of New York charter schools. 

Our involvement in charter schools complements the State University’s overall commitment to academic excellence and our existing outreach to K to 12 schools.

NARRATOR

The SUNY Board of Trustees has distinguished themselves as a charter authorizer first by creating the SUNY Charter Schools Institute to help them carry out their responsibilities under the Act, and then by working with the Institute to establish and implement some of the most rigorous standards for charter renewal in the country. 

FORMER SUNY CHANCELLOR JOHN R. RYAN

We are very proud that the SUNY Board of Trustees and the Charter Schools Institute will be featured in a new United State’s Department of Education guide on high quality charter authorizing. 

INSTITUTE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT JENNIFER G. SNEED

Guided by the policies and practices of the SUNY Board, the Charter Schools Institute’s oversight of SUNY authorized charter schools is comprehensive—from the rigorous initial application review process, to ongoing oversight and evaluation, and a comprehensive review of each school as it applies for renewal.  

BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR BETTER LEARNING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TED SWARTZ

It was important for us to apply to the SUNY Board of Trustees when we first considered opening a new charter school.  

The combination of high standards and true accountability that guides their policies and practices set a foundation for building a strong, effective school.

NARRATOR

Charter school students have to take all the same state tests as traditional public school students and charter schools have to meet the state’s performance requirements.  

In order to determine whether a school has met SUNY’s high standards, each school that the SUNY Board authorizes is required to create an Accountability Plan, which ultimately becomes part of its charter. 

INSTITUTE VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACCOUNTABILITY DR. RON MILLER

The purpose of the accountability plan is to lay out the specific student achievement goals that a school agrees to meet, along with the measures that define what constitutes meeting those goals.

SUNY has set particularly strong standards with respect to performance on state tests. 

The standard includes that, at least 75% of students who have been enrolled for two or more years score at or above proficiency on New York State assessments, and that the school outperforms the local school district and similar public schools state-wide.”

TAPESTRY CHARTER SCHOOL (BUFFALO) TRUSTEE AND FOUNDER, AMY FRIEDMAN

The Institute meets with every school Board before they even open their doors to students.  They made it very clear that we needed to be working toward renewal from day one. 

NARRATOR

Fortunately for SUNY authorized charter schools, the expectations of the SUNY Board of Trustees are clearly articulated in a series of Institute documents: the Charter Renewal Handbook; the State University Renewal Practices; Guidelines for Creating an Initial School Accountability Plan; and the Charter Renewal Benchmarks.

INSTITUTE ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT KIM WECHTENHISER

Based on the four primary questions found in all SUNY Renewal Applications, the Renewal Benchmarks represent the best practices of effective schools, and provide SUNY-authorized charter schools with a guide to what the Institute is looking for not only during the renewal process and renewal visit, but really over the life of the charter. 

NARRATOR

Following the renewal visit, the Institute analyzes the generated evidence and prepares a draft report—including a preliminary recommendation—to be sent to the school for review and factual correction. 

INSTITUTE ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT KIM WECHTENHISER

A final report is then transmitted to the Committee on Charter Schools of the SUNY Board of Trustees.  The Committee weighs the Institute’s recommendation and then forwards its final recommendation to the full Board of Trustees for a formal vote.

NARRATOR

Over the course of its first 5 years, the Institute has made the difficult recommendation of non-renewal five times.  And true to their commitment to the highest possible standards, the SUNY Board of Trustees has supported those recommendations.  

Like their school district counterparts charter schools are primarily funded by a combination of state, local and federal funding. Unlike school districts some charter schools also rely on philanthropy to fund their programs.

INSTITUTE  VICE PRESIDENT FOR SCHOOL FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY BILL LAKE

This reliance on philanthropy is a function of severely limited access to facility financing aid and significantly less total revenue available to charter schools versus school districts on a per-student basis.

NARRATOR: 
Charter schools are held strictly accountable for the state and federal funds they receive. Charter schools are audited annually by a certified public accountant and subject to audit by the Office of the New York State Comptroller. 

INSTITUTE  VICE PRESIDENT FOR SCHOOL FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY BILL LAKE

The Institute closely monitors the fiscal soundness of SUNY authorized charter schools on an ongoing basis. 

In fact, overall gross failure to meet school finance requirements would ultimately result in a corrective plan or probation or in the case of material and substantial fiscal mismanagement, revocation of the charter.

INSTITUTE  VICE PRESIDENT FOR CHARTER SCHOOL EVALUATION JOANNE FALINSKI

Charter schools are making the grade with respect to test scores and parent satisfaction.  

An analysis by the Institute of the most recent test data from the State Education Department reveals that sixty-nine percent of SUNY authorized charter schools outperformed their local districts on the State exams in both mathematics and English Language Arts

INSTITUTE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT JENNIFER G. SNEED

Somewhere lost in the debate on charter schools is the essential premise that the concept of school choice, and ultimately the creation of charter schools, is and always has been about saving public education. 

With your continued support, we pledge to continue to work with the SUNY Board of Trustees in implementing the highest possible standards for the authorization, oversight and monitoring of highly effective charter schools and to build on the Institute’s role as a repository and disseminator of research, training and best practices for charter schools, public school choice and charter authorizing.

NARRATOR
Thanks for watching. Choice, Accountability, Excellence. It’s the foundation of SUNY Authorized Charter Schools.

BRONX BETTER LEARNING CHARTER SCHOOL – MS. RUTCOFSKY’S 4TH GRADE CLASS

Thank you!

