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SUNY Authorized Charter Schools

TheNew York Charter SchoolsAct of 1998 granted the Board of
Trusteesof the State University of New York the power to authorize 50
charters, for the purpose of organi zing and operating independent and
autonomouspublic charter schoolsofferingingtructionin gradesK-12.
The Charter Schools|Ingtitutewas created by the Board of Trusteesin
February 1999toassg itincarrying out itsresponsibilitiesunder theAct.

Guided by therigorous standards set by the Board of Trustees, the
Ingtitute’ soversight of SUNY authorized charter schoolsis
comprehengive, induding: evauating initia applicationsfor theopening
of charter schools; providing technica ass stanceand guidanceto
schoolswhere necessary, requiring school sto takeremediad action or
placing schoolson probation; conductingacomprehensiveevauation
when aschool appliesto renew itscharter; and reporting to the school
and the public on each school’sperformance and progress.

Early resultsshow that themode of charter education fostered by
thisdetail ed authorization processin New York isworking.

About SUNY Authorized Charter Schools

B 36 SUNY authorized charter schoolsserved morethan 10,700
studentsin the 2005-2006 academic year. Thevast mgority serve
disadvantaged studentsat risk of academicfailure.

B Themgority of SUNY charter schoolsoffer ingtruction at the
elementary level; however, asthese schoolsgrow, many will offer
both middleand secondary ingtruction.

B Asof thiswriting: 4 SUNY authorized charter schoolsare
scheduled to open in 2006/2007, 5 more have been authorized
by theBoard of Trustees and await their formal incorporation by
theNew York State Board of Regents.

B Sincegrantingitsfirst charterin 1999, theBoard of Trustees
hasvoted not to renew, i.e., close, five charter schools. Consonant
withitscommitment to accountability, these school swereclosed for
failingto meet theBoard'srigorous standardsfor improving student
achievement.

May/June 2006

“ SUNY has been a particularly
effective authorizer. It has taken
its authorizing duties seriously—
both in approving and in
overseeing charters—and has not
been afraid to close charters that
haven’t lived up to their
promises.”

- National Alliance for

Public Charter Schools,
May 2006 | ssue Brief

“...in establishing SUNY’s
Charter Schools Institute, the
SUNY Trustees have created a
model authorizing administration
for chartering. Moreover, the
Charter Schools Institute and the
SUNY Trustees have demonstrated
awillingnessto act asa
responsible steward by closing
down a number of poorly
performing and dysfunctional
charter schools.”

- Leo Casey, edwize.com,
posted February 2006
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SUNY Authorized Charter Schools: Academic Performance

B 24 SUNY charter schoolsadministered the 2005 state “  evenif you disagree with
mathematicsassessmentstofourth graders: some of their decisions, you have
- 17 charter schools, 71 percent, out-performedthe to acknowledge that SUNY’s
- 140f 24 charter schoolsmadelarger gainsthantheir earned a national reputation for
respectivedigrictssincethe 2004 adminigtration. rigorous oversight, both at the
B 24 SUNY charter schoolsadministered the 2005 state application stage and for its _
ELA assessmentstofourth graders: f:harter rene’\fvals (and at all times
- 11 schools, 46 percent, out-performed thedistricts N between).
inwhichthey arelocated; and - JoeWilliams, The
- 150f 24 schoolsmadelarger gainsthantheir gzz)kb;:égén}anc?;;g/
respectivedistrictssincethe 2004 adminigtration. 23, 2006

B 6 SUNY charter schoolsadministered the 2005 state
mathemati csassessmentsto eighth graders:

- 4schools, 67 percent, out-performedthedigtricts oversight of schools and has

inwhichthey arelocated; and . : .
consistently made fair, sometimes

- 2of the6 schoolsmadelarger gainsthantheir difficult, decisions regarding
respectivedigrictssncethe 2004 administration.

“SUNY isrigorousin its

renewal; decisions always made

B 6SUNY charter schoolsadministered the 2005 state in the best interest of the students
ELA assessmentsto eighth graders: of the State of New York.”
- 4schoals, 67 percent, out-performed thedigtricts - Bill Phillips, President
inwhichthey arelocated; and New York Charter Schools
Association

- 2of the6 schoolsmadelarger gainsthantheir
respectivedigrictssncethe 2004 administration.

B |nadditionto meeting performance standardson sateexams, AddressC hange
SUNY charter schoolsarerequired to devel op—and report TheAlbany Officeof theSUNY
annualy ontheir progresstoward meeting—acomprehensive Charter SchoolsI ngtitutehasmoved.
set of student achievement measures. Pleasetakeamoment to updateyour

records:

SUNY Authorized Charter Schools: Renewal Charter Schools| ngtitute

) SateUniversty of New York

B |nthe2006-2007 school year, 5SUNY charter schoolswill apply 41 Sate Sreet, Suite 700
for charter renewa (chartersareinitidly granted for amaximum Albany, New York 12207
term of fiveyears, then schoolsmust gpply for renewal). )

L ook for our new and improved

B |nkespingwithitscommitment to high-quaity charter schools, websitein mid-June 2006:
theBoard of Trusteesdoesnot automaticaly grant charter www.newyor kchartersorg

renewd; aschool must demonstratethat it hasearnedit.
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SUNY Authorized Charter Schools

County/ City/ School Grades  Gradesat Full
Borough Area Offered  Implementation
05-06 of Charter
Albany Albany Achievement Academy 5 58
Albany Preparatory 5 58
KIPPTech Valley 5 58
New Covenant K-6 K-6
Brooklyn Brooklyn Community Partner ship K-5 K-5
Brooklyn Excelsior K-6 K-7
ExcellenceC.S. of Bedfor d-Suyvesant K-2 K-5
UFT K-1 K-5
Bronx Bronx Bronx C.S. for Better Learning 13 K-4
Bronx C.S. for Excellence K-2 K-4
Bronx Preparatory 511 512
Carl C.lcahn K-6 K-8
Family Life K-5 K-5
Grand Concourse K-3 K-4
Erie Buffalo Buffalo United K-6 K-7
King Center K-4 K-4
KPP Sankofa 57 58
Oracle 7-9 7-12
South Buffalo K-8 K-8
Tapestry K-8 K-12
Manhattan | New York Amber K-6 K-6
GirlsPreparatory C.S. of NY K-1 K-4
Harbor 1-8 1-8
Harlem Village 57 58
KIPPS.T.A.R. College Prep 57 58
Harlem Day K-5 K-5
Harlem Link K-1 K-4
L eadership Village 5 56
Sisulu-Walker C.S. of Harlem K-2,5 K-5
Monroe Rochester EugenioMariadeHostos K-6 K-6
Nassau Roosevelt Roosevelt Children’sAcademy K-7 K-8
Queens Astoria Our World Neighborhood K-8 K-8
Queens Jamaica Merrick Academy-Queens Public K-6 K-6
Rensselaer | Troy Ark Community K-5 K-6
Schenectady | Rotterdam International C.S. of Schenectady K-7 K-8
Suffolk Wainscott Child Development Center/Hamptons K-8 K-8
To open in 2006/2007:
Albany Community (Albany, K-4), Family Academy (Bronx, K-6), Henry Johnson (Albany, K-4)
and L eader ship Prep (New York, K-4)
Awaiting Incorporation by the Regents:
Achievement First-Bushwick (North Brooklyn, K-8), Bedfor d-Suyvesant Collegiate (New
York, 5-9), Carl C. Icahn Bronx North (New York, K-5), Green Tech High (Albany, 9-12), True
North Rochester Preparatory (Rochester, 5-8)
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B Only by providing: 1) acomprehensive,

evidence-based, case of the school'sgrowth :
and increased student achievement over the About School Choice

life of the charter, 2) adescription of the
Sygerns the school Currenﬂy hasin pla:eto TheNew York Charter SchoolsAct of 1998 called for the

continuethat growth, and 3) aset of well- creation of schoolsthat would “ provideopportunitiesfor
designed plansthat W’i Il resultin further teachers parents, and community member stoestablish and

. maintain schoolsthat oper ateindependently of existing
growth, will aschool have demonsirated that schoolsand digtricts” and meet thefollowing objectives:
it deservesto continuethe high privilege of

educating New York State's children. (@ Improvestudent learningand achievement;
(b) Increaselearningopportunitiesfor all students, with
Charter Schools in NewYork Sate special enphasison expanded lear ning experiencesfor

studentswhoar eat-risk of academicfailure
B |n2005-2006, New York'scharter schools—

indudi ng those authorized bytheStateUnlverSty (C) EnCOUragetheU%Of different and innovativeteaming
of New York, theNew York State Board of LS _ -

Regents, or local boards of education (inNew (d) Createnew professonal opportunitiesfor teachers,
York City, authorizing power isvestedinthe school administrator sand other school per sonndl;

Chancellor)—served over 22,000 students (& Provideparentsand studentswith expanded choicesin
thetypesof educational opportunitiesthat areavailable
B Over 10,000 studentsareonwaiting listsfor sests within thepublicschool system; and
at charter schools acrossthe state. (f) Provideschoolswith amethod tochangefromrule-
based to performance-based accountability sysemsby
B Based onthemost recent datafrom the State holding the schoolsestablished under thisarticle
Education Department (2004-2005), New York's accountablefor meeting measur ablestudent
charter school studentsare: 87 percent under- achievement results.
represented/minority; 76 percent qualify for free Charter schoolsaretuition-free, public schools—open to
or reduced lunch; 9 percent wereidentified as all children—that receive public education funding. What
needing special education services, and 2 percent distinguishesacharter school from other public schools
wereidentified asEnglish Language L earners. isthat it isgenerally independent of thelocal school
district and isgover ned by itsown self-selected board of
B Asof thiswriting, dl 100 chartersinitidly trustees.
authorized by the Charter SchoolsAct havebeen Sriking thedelicate balance between giving schools
issued. Discussionsabout lifting thiscap on autonomy and providing responsibleover sight—and
charter school growth continue. between treating the schoolsasindependent institutions
and still assuring accountability—ar eamong the most
The State University of New York iscommitted to pressing challengesfacing today’ scharter school

the authorization, and subsequent renewal, of highly authorizers. It waswith great pridethat SUNY learned it

essful ch hools. Th hari wasidentified in the M ay 2006 | ssue Brief from the
successiul charter schools. Through arigorous National Alliancefor Public Charter Schoolsas, * ...a

authorization process and true commitment to particularly effectiveauthorizer. It hastakenitsauthoriz-

accountability, SUNY authorized charter schools ing dutiesseriously—bothin approvingand in over seeing
serveasnational exemplars. charters—and hasnot been afraid to closecharter sthat

haven’t lived up totheir promises.”

1 Source: New York Charter SchoolsAssociation
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