
2009-10 Annual Report  
August 1, 2010 

 
 Buffalo United Charter School  

 
 

COVER PAGE 
 
 

Name of Charter School Buffalo United Charter School 
 
 
Address   325 Manhattan Avenue  

Buffalo, New York 14214 
 
 
Telephone (716) 835-9862   Fax   (716) 835-6272 
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Buffalo United Charter School  
 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE SCHOOL’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
AND GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 

 
Buffalo United Charter School has not made any significant changes to its educational program.  
 
Tammy Messmer continues to serve as school principal.  Buffalo United is adopting a distributed 
leadership model.  Under this model, the principal is supported in the leadership of the school by a team 
of deans.  Each dean supervises the teachers in their grade groupings as well as additional support teams 
like special education, paraprofessionals and specials.  These deans meet regularly with teachers and, 
through meetings and frequent classroom observations, help teachers establish instructional priorities for 
their classrooms and to use data to diagnose areas of weakness in student learning.   
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S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 3rd ‐ 6th NHA‐U 1 2 3 4 5 6

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 10th ‐ 14th NTO‐II 12th Mid Winter Break 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 17th ‐ 21st Staff Professional Development 15th Mid Winter Break 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 24th First Day of School 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

30 31 28

S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 7th Labor Day 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 29th ‐ 30th Staff Professional Development 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

27 28 29 30 31st Holiday Break 28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 2nd Good Friday 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1st ‐ 9th Holiday Break 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 12th Columbus Day 16th End of 3rd Quarter 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 23rd P/T Conferences 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

2 26 2 28 29 30 3 2 26 2 28 29 30

Buffalo United Charter School
2009‐10 School Year

August

September

February

March

AprilOctober

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 30th End of 1st Quarter 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

  1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3rd Staff Professional Development 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 11th Veteran's Day; 13th P/T Conferences 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 26th‐27th Thanksgiving Break 28th Staff Professional Development 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

29 30 31st Memorial Day  30 31
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1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 17th Last Day of School; End of 4th Quarter 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 21st ‐ 31st Holiday Break 18th Staff Last Day 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30
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1 2 1st Holiday Break 2nd In Observance of Independence Day  1 2 3

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 18th MLK, Jr Day; 19th End of 2nd Quarter 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

31

Students Do Not Report/ Staff Report All Day Last Update:

Students Report Half Day/ Staff Report All Day 183 School Days

January July

June

November

December

May

Students Report Half Day/ Staff Report All Day 183 School Days

Students/ Staff Do Not Report 8:00 ‐ 3:00 School Hours
8:00 ‐ 11:30 (half)Board Approved: 5/5/09
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S M T W T F S July 26th - 29th NHA-U  S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 2nd - 6th NTO 1 2 3 4 5

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 16th - 20th Staff Professional Development 18th - 25th Winter Break 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 23rd First Day of School 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

29 30 31 27 28

S M T W T F S  S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 6th Labor Day 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 18th Staff Professional Development 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

26 27 28 29 30 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8th End of 3rd Quarter 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 11th Columbus Day 14th - 15th PT Conferences 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22nd Staff Professional Development 18th - 25th Spring Break 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29th End of 1st Quarter 26th School Resumes 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 4th - 5th PT Conferences 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 11th Veteran's Day 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 25th - 26th Thanksgiving Break 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

28 29 30 29th School Resumes 30th Memorial Day 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 3rd Staff Professional Development 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 15th Last Day of School, End of 4th Quarter 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 23rd - 31st Holiday Break 16th Last Day for Staff 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 1st New Years Day 1 2

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 3rd School Resumes 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 17th MLK Jr Day; 21st End of 2nd Quarter 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28th Staff Professional Development 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

30 31 31

Students Do Not Report/ Staff Report All Day Last Update:

Students Report Half Day/ Staff Report All Day School Days

Students/ Staff Do Not Report School Hours
 (half)Board Approved: 7/12/10

June

January July

September March

October April

November May

6/18/2010

8:00 - 3:00
8:00 - 11:30

183

Buffalo United Charter School
2010-11 School Year

August February

December
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Teacher's Name Room # Teaching Assignment Type of Certification Certification 
Issue Date

Certificaton 
Expiration 

Date

Years Teaching 
Experience Prior 
to This Year

Years Teaching 
Experience at this 
school prior to this 
year

HQ Status

Bach, Katharine Special Education Teacher Students with Disabilities 1-6 2/1/2009 1/31/2014 0 0 NA
Backlund, Michael K-8 Physical Education Physical Education K-12 9/1/2006 8/31/2011 1 1 NA
Baker, Derek 6th Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2008 8/31/2013 2 1 Yes
Baker, Ann Marie Reading Specialist Title 1 PreK-6 9/1/2008 Permanent 6 4 NA
Barlow, Connie K-8 Art Teacher Art K-12 9/1/2000 Permanent 7 6 Yes
Bluhm, Kelly 1st Grade Teacher PreK-6 2/1/2010 Permanent 2 3 Yes
Bowden, Rachel K-7 Spanish Teacher Unlicensed Teacher 5 0 Yes
Budowski, Jessica Kindergarten Teacher PreK-6 9/1/2009 Permanent 2 2 Yes
Collard, Joanne 2nd Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2009 Permanent 5 5 Yes
Coogan, Barbara Library Tech Specialist Library Media Specialist 9/1/2007 Permanent 6 6 NA
Daniels, Debra 2nd Grade Teacher PreK-6 2/1/2005 Permanent 8 6 Yes
DeCarlo, Kristen 7/8 Lang Arts Teacher English Language Arts 5-9 9/1/2009 Professional 4 0 Yes
DeCarlo, Kristen Reading Specialist Title 1 English Language Arts 5-9 9/1/2009 Professional 4 0 Yes
Devaney, Suzanne 7/8 Math Teacher Biology 7-12 2/1/2008 1/31/2013 1 1 No
Devaney, Suzanne 7/8 Science Teacher Biology 7-12 2/1/2008 1/31/2013 1 1 Yes
Dymond, Julia 1st Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 1 1 Yes
Engasser, Jennifer Kindergarten Teacher PreK-6 2/1/2008 Permanent 3 3 Yes
Faber, Melissa 5th Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 2/1/2009 1/31/2014 0 0 Yes
Gibson-Peld, Jaime 7/8 Soc Stud Teacher Social Studies 7-12 2/1/2008 1/31/2013 4 1 Yes
Gilliand, Erin 3rd Grade Teacher PreK-6 2/1/2007 Permanent 6 0 Yes
Hall, Jason 7/8 English Teacher English 7-12 9/1/2009 8/31/2014 5 0 Yes
Hall, Jessica 7th Lang Arts Teacher English 7-9 9/1/2009 8/31/2014 0 0 Yes
Kerr, Amy Special Education Teacher Students with Disabilities 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 3 3 NA
Luciani, Brian K-8 Music Teacher Music K-12 9/1/2008 8/31/2012 3 1 Yes
Martin, Christine Special Education Teacher Students with Disabilities 1-6 9/1/2005 8/31/2010 2 2 NA
Mendola, Lacey 3rd Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2006 8/31/2011 3 3 Yes
Militello, Jina 4th Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 1 0 Yes
O'Dea, Emily 3rd Grade Teacher PreK-6 2/1/2008 Permanent 5 5 Yes
Owens, Carrie 4th Grade Teacher PreK-6 9/1/2008 Permanent 6 6 Yes
Prince, Jared K-8 Physical Education Physical Education K-12 9/1/2009 8/31/2014 1 1 NA
Przytuka, Jennifer 5th Grade Teacher PreK-6 9/1/2006 Permanent 7 3 Yes
Roberts, Julie 3rd Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2006 8/31/2011 4 2 Yes
Sheehan, Milton 7/8 Math Teacher Math 7-12 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 2 1 Yes
Sims, Tara Kindergarten Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 2 2 Yes
Smith, Carla 6th Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 2 2 Yes
Strangis, Susie 6th Grade Teacher PreK-6 9/1/2007 Permanent 6 4 Yes
Thorp, Jeffrey Academic Specialist Math 7-12 9/1/2005 8/31/2010 3 3 Yes
Voss, Stephanie 1st Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 2/1/2010 1/31/2015 0 0 Yes
Walsh, Amanda 7/8 Math Teacher Math 7-12 2/1/2009 1/31/2014 2 1 Yes
Walsh, Amanda Academic Specialist Math 7-12 2/1/2009 1/31/2014 2 1 Yes
Wargula, Lori 5th Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2007 8/31/2012 2 2 Yes
Witkowski, John 4th Grade Teacher PreK-6 9/1/2009 Permanent 1 4 Yes
Zika, Patricia 2nd Grade Teacher Childhood Education 1-6 9/1/2006 8/31/2011 4 3 Yes
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