
2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

 
 

FAMILY LIFE ACADEMY CHARTER 
SCHOOL II 

 
2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN 

PROGRESS REPORT 

Submitted to the SUNY Charter Schools Institute on: 

September 15, 2020 

By Kathy Ortiz and Michael Adler 
 

296 East 140th Street, Bronx, NY 10454 
316 East 165th Street, Bronx, NY 10456 

 
718.665.2805 and 718.588.2320 

 



2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

Renee Willemsen-Goode, Executive Director of Academics and Guillermo Neira, Data Specialist 
prepared this 2019-20 Accountability Progress Report on behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 

 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Miguel Peña Chairman 

Susana Rivera-Leon Vice Chair 
Pedro Alvarez Secretary 
Hilda Sanchez Treasurer 

Raymond Rivera Member 
Florence Wolpoff Member 

Marvin Dutton Member 
Janet Lerner Member 
Kevin Kearns Member 

Wanda Torres Mercado Member 
Bryan Rivera Member 
Kelly Nunez Member 

Joseph Holland Member 
Francisco Lugoviña Chairman Emeritus (Non-Voting) 
Rafael McDonald PA President FLACS II 

Jorge Torres PA President FLACS III 
Marina Salazar PA President FLACS MS 

 

Kathy Ortiz has served as the Principal of the Elementary School since 2017. 

Michael Adler has served as the Principal of the Middle School since 2018. 

  



2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

SCHOOL OVERVIEW 

Family Life Academy Charter School II (FLACS II), opened in 2012 with kindergarten and grade 1 in 
Community School District 7 (CSD 7), in the Mott Have area of the Bronx. Each subsequent year the 
school added one grade level each year. In 2017, FLACS II amended its charter to expand to a K-8 
school, with two campuses – a K-5 elementary school campus, and a 5-8 middle school campus that 
students from all FLACS elementary schools attend. (Note students from FLACS III feed into the middle 
school campus in grade 5, FLACS I and II students start in the middle school campus in grade 6). FLACS 
II middle schoolers began the 2019-2020 school year in a new, state-of-the-art building in Morrisana, 
a neighborhood centrally located to all FLACS schools and within CSD 9. FLACS II has just completed 
its eighth year. 

All FLACS schools share a common mission: FLACS in partnership with the Latino Pastoral Action 
Center and parents, seeks to create the conditions for self-empowerment for all its K-8 students to 
achieve high academic standards, help them take responsibility for their own learning, and encourage 
them to explore and affirm human values. Like a family – and in collaboration with each family – the 
school will create an orderly, nurturing and dynamic environment where learning is engaging, 
meaningful, and joyful. All members of the school community (students, parents, and teachers) will 
develop the knowledge, skills, and enthusiasm to continue throughout their lives, expand their 
understanding of what is possible for themselves and their world, and lead productive and satisfying 
lives. The focus of all FLACS schools has been to attract students from the surrounding community, 
including immigrant students and English language learners. 

In order fulfill its mission and vision FLACS I has implemented the following initiatives, aligned with 
its key design elements. 

Active school leadership. Each FLACS campus is led by a principal, who is supported by the assistant 
principal and other key instructional staff. The leadership ensures that instruction is rigorous, 
evaluates student and teacher performance, and ensures alignment with the charter mission. 
Network staff support the operations of the school so that the principal can serve as the instructional 
leader of the campus.  

A rigorous academic curriculum with a focus on literacy. All FLACS schools have selected common 
instructional programs and approaches that are rigorous, aligned with the New York State standards, 
and have proven success. All curricula have components for providing intervention for struggling 
students, supporting ELLs and special needs students, and providing enrichment. Literacy instruction 
is infused in all content areas. 

Data-driven planning fueled by a rigorous system of assessment and accountability. Each FLACS 
school is devoted to the data driven-instruction model and regularly assesses student progress. FLACS 
schools use various diagnostic and summative assessments to monitor school and student progress. 
Each school reviews and uses timely formative data to drive instructional decisions, including 
grouping students based on student-specific needs for additional support and/or opportunities for 
enrichment and modifying instruction and curriculum to meet the needs of students.  

Intentional approaches to the instruction of English language learners. FLACS has implemented a 
network-designed adaptation of research-based sheltered English immersion models for ELLs. The 
model places strong emphasis on vocabulary and oral language development. ELLs are provided the 
support and instruction needed to move into English proficiency as measured by the NYSESLAT 
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assessment. Each campus has an English as a New Language (ENL) teacher is on staff. All classroom 
teachers are proficient in using instructional strategies for ELLs in the context of their own classrooms.  

A commitment to meeting the needs of all learners. FLACS campuses have a special education 
teachers and guidance counselors on staff and contract for related services, including speech therapy 
or occupational therapy. An academic supports intervention teacher supports students who are not 
yet meeting grade level standards in the elementary schools; at the middle school intervention is 
provided by content specialists. All classroom teachers are proficient in using instructional strategies 
to support these students with special needs and students that are not yet meeting standards.  

Professional development and professional learning communities that enrich teaching. All FLACS 
schools recognize that programs and assessment tools are effective only when taught by competent, 
inspired, and well-trained teachers and teaching assistants. Each school uses the Danielson rubric for 
teacher observations and created a school-specific rubric for observations of teacher assistants. 
These rubrics enable supervisors to evaluate professional progress by comparing fall and spring 
instructional performance and provide a basis for ensuring all teachers are competent and developing 
professional development to enhance their professional practice. Each FLACS school has a robust 
system of professional development. Each school has a full-time coach that supports the needs of 
individual teachers through modelling effective practices, observing lessons and providing feedback, 
and supporting teachers in planning. Every Monday afternoon from 4:00 to 5:00, selected Fridays 
from 1:00 to 4:00, and all-day on Election Day, professional development sessions are held, with 
topics ranging from using data to inform instruction, enhancing mathematics and literacy instruction, 
and adapting instruction for ELLs and students with special needs. External educational consultants 
support key initiatives; these are described later in the report. The principals, along with key network 
staff, sets the infrastructure for effective implementation of the instructional program. 

Family involvement and shared responsibility for learning. FLACS schools have fostered strong, 
positive relationships with its families. Families continue to participate in the development of their 
child’s learning plan and most support them by attending parent-teacher meetings, parenting 
meetings, and educational workshops. All families have access to their child’s educational records 
through the on-line data warehouse. 

Encouraging the development of the holistic child. All FLACS schools provide experiences to help 
students develop into well rounded students who are also good citizens. FLACS offers instruction in 
the arts. FLACS II provides music instruction, with a focus on vocal development and playing a variety 
of instruments, and art instruction in both the elementary and middle school campuses. All FLACS 
schools provide health and physical education instruction.  

Network support for individual schools Network staff provide operational and instructional support 
to schools; the staff includes a CEO, COO, a finance team, a human resource team and an academics 
team. The Network staff provide operational support allowing the school leaders to focus on teaching 
and learning, make efficient use of financial and human capital, and provide instructional support.  

All FLACS schools closed physically as of March 16, 2020 and moved to remote instruction for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. Remote instruction was 
technology based and the school ensured that scholars had access to devices by loaning out these to 
students and provided internet access to students who needed it. While instructional technology 
played a part in the pre-closure activities, students and teachers quickly pivoted to a model centered 
on instructional technology. At first, instruction was highly asynchronous, though by the end of the 
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year, teachers were also offering synchronous activities. Teachers leveraged learning systems that 
were already part of the program pre COVID and adored other resources to deliver content aligned 
to the existing curriculum maps.  

The school day was shortened for students, though students still participated in activities for all areas 
previously offered to students. The area most impacted by the pivot was assessment, as the 
assessment systems we were using were not always well suited for remote instruction. Particularly, 
both the makers of the NWEA MAP Growth and F&P advises that these not be used remotely (a 
position reversed in the summer of 2020), which caused a pivot toward using in-the-moment 
assessment data.  

Despite the challenges of this year, FLACS II continues to be an increasingly effective and viable 
school. The FLACS Board of Trustees has continued to provide competent stewardship and oversight 
of the school. Trustees regularly monitor the fiscal health of the school, the efficacy of the academic 
program and hold school leadership accountable for raising student achievement. Through principal 
reports, teacher-content presentations and monthly class performance analyses, the board 
effectively assesses educational programs and performance on a timely basis. The school operates 
consistent with its mission statement and design elements. The school has earned continuing parent 
support, has met all of its legal requirements and is fiscally sound. FLACS is proud of how it pivoted 
to remote instruction this spring and that it was able to engage students and families in school despite 
the challenges that the pandemic brought.  

 

ENROLLMENT SUMMARY 

In the table below, we have provided the school’s BEDS Day enrollment for each school year. 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 
School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2015-16 54 50 57 70 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 257 

2016-17 48 53 51 50 63 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 291 

2017-18 44 51 52 48 49 66 76 48 50 0 0 0 0 484 

2018-19 48 47 51 51 52 92 114 74 47 0 0 0 0 576 

2019-20 54 71 52 52 56 96 147 135 74 0 0 0 0 737 

GOAL 1: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
Summary of changes to the Elementary ELA Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates, PIs, district comparisons, effect 
sizes, or mean growth scores. 
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• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report relevant results from 
internally developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other 
evaluation method below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the 
narrative. 

Goal 1: English Language Arts 
Students will demonstrate proficiency in critical literacy skills. 

BACKGROUND 
FLACS used a balanced literacy model of its own design, supported by systematic phonics instruction 
in grades K-2. Students engaged in whole group instruction, including read alouds, discussion of 
literature and close reading of text. Guided reading with leveled texts occurred so that scholars 
learned strategies for decoding and comprehending texts at their instructional level. While the 
teacher worked with one group, other scholars worked on differentiated activities tailored to meet 
their needs as readers and writers. Students practiced the skills and strategies learned in whole and 
small group instruction through independent reading periods, during which teachers conferred with 
individual students to provide individualized instruction. In addition to instruction provided around 
authentic texts, FLACS schools used Open Court for explicit phonics instruction in kindergarten 
through grade 2 and Ready NY CCLS in grade 2 through 5. Writing instruction occurred in a writer’s 
workshop structure in grades K-5 using the Units of Study writing curriculum from the Readers and 
Writers Project.  

Literacy instruction was data-driven. Regular assessment in English language arts occurred using the 
Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment. Curriculum based assessments from Ready NY CCLS were 
administered to track students’ progress in meeting curriculum goals after each unit of instruction 
throughout the year. Data was stored in PowerSchool, an online data warehouse and analysis 
platform, and in internal databases so that all teachers and administrators would have easy access to 
student data. In 2018-2019, FLACS began administering the NWEA Map Growth assessment to all 
students in grades K-8 network-wide. 

FLACS implemented intervention programs for all grade levels. Teachers utilized the Fountas & Pinnell 
Leveled Literacy Intervention System to support struggling students in kindergarten through grade 2.  
An Academic Intervention Services teacher was identified and provided targeted instruction to 
students in need of literacy intervention in grades K-5. 

Teachers received professional development throughout the year. The principal and assistant 
principal led workshops about literacy topics. Teachers received one-on-one coaching from the 
instructional coach. Network staff supported teachers and administrators in implementing the 
instructional program. Professional development occurred every Monday after school and the 
selected Friday half-days; many of these sessions focused on literacy. 

Technology continued to play a large role in the classroom. All students had access to laptops or iPads 
and these were frequently used to support ELA instruction.  

As the transition to remote instruction occurred, these devices were sent homes to provide access to 
students in the remote environment. FLACS teachers remained faithful to the ELA curriculum maps. 
Teachers utilized resources from diverse instructional platforms such as RAZ Kids, Epic, Readworks to 
provide students with independent and guided reading materials. Teachers moved to administer 
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more in-the-moment assessment in reading. At first, much of the instruction was asynchronous, but 
included more live instruction by the end of the year.  

METHOD 
FLACS scholars had taken the NWEA MAP Growth exam in Reading in late January and early February. 
The results of these exams serve as a key touchpoint for evaluating student achievement in ELA 
during the 2019-20 school year. This nationally norm-referenced exam is aligned with the state ELA 
standards, and allows for some comparative data to be extrapolated (albeit not to the local 
community, but the national norms). FLACS had also administered the exam in January 2019, which 
allowed for student growth to be examined.  

NWEA MAP Growth provides several different data points to analyze. Students are given a RIT score, 
based on a nationally normed sample of students, which can be compared year to year. We have 
provided the percentage of students performing at or above the mean RIT score for a winter 
administration of the grade level. We have also provide the mean RIT scores for the school and 
national sample. This allows us to gauge the relative proficiency of students based on the nationally 
normed sample. NWEA MAP Growth also provides expected growth measures. We have listed the 
expected mean growth of students from winter of one year to winter of the next year and the actual 
mean growth of FLACS students from winter 2019 to winter 2020. Finally, NWEA MAP Growth also 
provides projections on the NYS exams based on students’ performance on the NWEA MAP Growth. 
We have provided the percentage of students projected to be at proficiency based on this analysis of 
NWEA.  

2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Reading 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

  Grade 
Total 

Tested 
Not Tested1 Total 

Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 
3 50 0 0 2 0 52 
4 55 0 0 1 0 56 
5 89 0 0 4 0 93 
6 124 0 0 20 0 144 
7 117 0 0 11 0 128 
8 62 0 0 11 0 73 

All 497 0 49 49 0 546 

 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
At FLACS II, 53.6% of students of students enrolled in at least their second year performed at or above 
the mean RIT score on the NWEA MAP Growth Assessment of Reading. The performance of grades 3, 
4, 5 and 8 (57.1%m 78.7%, 57.6% and 61.0% respectively) were higher than that of grade 6 and 7 
(45.8 and 41.2% respectively). 

Percent of Student at or Above Mean RIT Score on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Reading 

 
1 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

% at or above 
Mean RIT 

Number 
Tested  

% at or 
above 

Mean RIT 

Number 
Tested  

3 60.0 50 57.1 42 
4 78.2 55 78.7 47 
5 57.3 89 57.6 85 
6 45.2 124 45.8 107 
7 38.5 117 41.2 102 
8 61.3 62 61.0 62 

All  52.9 497 53.6 445 

 

The mean RIT score for students enrolled in at least their second year was equal to or higher than the 
national norm for grades 3, 4, 5, and 8. In grades 6 and 7 the mean score was lower than the norm.  

Mean RIT Score on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Reading 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 
All Students   

Enrolled in at least their 
Second Year 

NWEA Winter Norms Group 
(2015)   

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

3 195.7 50 195.6 42 195.6 134519 

4 208.8 55 209.4 47 203.6 134361 
5 210.7 89 210.8 85 209.8 148564 
6 210.1 124 210.8 107 214.1 162887 
7 210.7 117 211.6 102 216.9 194033 
8 220.8 62 220.5 59 219.1 206667 

 

FLACS II students made or exceeded the expected growth predicted by the NWEA norms in grades 3, 
4, and 5. Students enrolled in at least their second year in grade 3 made 11.5 points of growth, 
compared with a projected growth of 11.0 points; in grade 4, they made 13.3 points of growth 
compared with a projected growth of 7.8 points, and in grade 5, they made 5.7 points of growth 
compared with a projection of 5.8 points. Middle school students did not exceed the expected 
growth. Students enrolled in at least their second year in grade 6 made 2.2 points of growth, 
compared with a projected growth of 4.4 points; in grade 7, they made -0.4 points of growth 
compared with a projected growth of 3.8 points, and in grade 5, they made -0.4 points of growth 
compared with a projection of 5.8 points. Middle school students did not exceed the expected 
growth. 
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2019-20 English Language Arts Growth on NWEA MAP Growth Winter to Winter 

Grade 

All Students Enrolled in at least their 
Second Year 

Mean 
Projected 
Growth 

Mean 
Observed 
Growth 

Mean 
Projected 
Growth 

Mean 
Observed 
Growth 

3 11.0 11.5 11.0 11.5 
4 7.8 13.3 7.8 13.3 
5 5.9 6.0 5.8 5.7 
6 4.4 2.2 4.4 2.2 
7 3.8 -0.4 3.8 -0.4 
8 3.0 1.8 3.0 1.8 

All 5.3 4.3 5.3 4,2 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
NWEA also provides a projection for the NYSTP based on the winter results. FLACS takes less stock in 
these results as the state test is variable from year to year and from past performance - in 2018-2019, 
FLACS found the NWEA projections to be much lower than the actual state test performance that 
same year. Nonetheless, they provide a useful comparison between grade levels. Grade 7 continues 
to be the lowest performing cohort.  

Projected Performance on NYSTP Based on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Reading 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year  

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 52.0 50 47.6 42 
4 70.9 55 72.3 47 
5 38.2 89 37.6 85 
6 40.3 124 40.2 107 
7 28.2 117 29.4 102 
8 40.3 62 39.0 59 

All  41.6 497 41.0 442 

 

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL 
FLACS II was meeting or making progress toward meeting its accountability goals based on the NYSTP 
in the previous two years. Based on this data, FLACS II is on track for success in the future in grades. 
FLACS is aware that the performance of the middle school grades is an area that needs further 
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exploration and planning; elementary students made better than expected growth between last 
winter and this winter on the NWEA MAP Growth, and middle school students, particularly grades 6 
and 7, did not. We note that this was the first year in a new middle school campus with a student 
population that nearly doubled in size. This also ensured that there was an influx of new teachers. 
FLACS is confident that the action plan below will address the needs of the data. We also note that 
these scores measure winter to winter growth; half of the responsibility for the growth would have 
happened in their 2018-2019 classes. The relative performance for the 6th grade cohort in 2018-2019 
in our three elementary schools as 5th graders was relatively low compared with other grade levels, 
and so their performance is consistent with these scores. Some of these issues were addressed in the 
action plan for grade 5 last year; the higher performance of this cohort is a sign that this action plan 
will continue to bear positive results.  

ACTION PLAN 
In the upcoming year, FLACS II has two significant goals – to improve absolute achievement of 
students in grades 6 through 8, and ensure that student growth year to year remains high for all 
students.  

All FLACS schools will continue to use the curriculum maps that have been developed over the last 
two years. These have been revised to highlight the power standards at each grade that are most 
essential for students to master. At the elementary level, teachers will receive support in providing 
in-the-moment intervention to students and in providing enrichment activities for students who are 
already high achieving to ensure all students continue to make growth. At the middle school level, 
teachers will receive support in implementing these curriculum maps using high leverage pedagogical 
strategies with eye to increasing rigor and student accountability. 

The elementary school will continue to use i-Ready, an adaptive online program, to support the needs 
of all students, regardless of their proficiency. Small group time will continue be embedded daily so 
that teachers can work to meet the needs of learners in a targeted fashion. At the middle school, no 
such program was used last year, and this year, it will adopt Edgenuity, an online platform for middle 
to high school students and all ELA teachers will incorporate small group time daily to support 
students. 

There will be an increased focus in integrating literacy into social studies, and in the remote space, 
students will engage in research projects that rely heavily on reading and writing in grades three 
through eight. Transferring this research to a student centered model in the middle school will ensure 
that students are doing more reading and writing within this content area.   

In the online space, teachers will use Epic (K-6), RAZ Kids (K-5),  Big Universe (K-8) and Teen Book 
Cloud (7-8) to provide high quality books for students to read.  

Given the challenges of administering the F&P assessment remotely, all of the schools will administer 
the NWEA Reading Fluency in grades K-3 instead. This online exam assesses reading fluency and 
provides actionable next steps for teachers. The NWEA MAP Growth will provide additional 
information to learn about the strengths and needs of individual learners. All staff, but especially 
grades 6-8, will receive additional training in making use of this data to inform instruction.  
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GOAL 2: MATHEMATICS 

ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS 
Summary of changes to the Elementary Mathematics Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates, PIs, district comparisons, effect 
sizes, or mean growth scores. 

• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report results from internally 
developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other evaluation 
method below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the narrative. 

 

Goal 2: Mathematics 

BACKGROUND 

All FLACS schools continued to use Math in Focus as the core mathematics program in all grade levels. 
This research-based program supports the goals of the state standards, and balances conceptual 
understanding, visual learning, and problem solving. In addition, all teachers used Every Day Counts 
to reinforce core concepts, and provides immediate differentiation in 10–15 minutes a day for grades 
K-5. The school provided targeted assistance for identified students. At the elementary level, students 
used i-Ready as an online adaptive tool to meet individual student needs; at the middle school level 
DreamBox was used starting in November.  

All teachers received direct support and professional development from an external consultant from 
Math in Focus who visited the school several times throughout the year. During the sessions she 
modelled instruction, observed classroom, and gave feedback to teachers.  

Student performance was monitored frequently. Teachers used pretests and chapter tests from Math 
in Focus. In 2018-2019, FLACS began administering the NWEA Map Growth assessment to all students 
in grades K-8; this continued in the 2019-2020 school year. 

During the remote instruction that began in spring 2020, teachers continued to adhere to the 
curriculum maps that were in use prior to the closure. Teacher supplemented the curriculum with 
resources that were web-based. The use of Every Day Counts was discontinued after the closure as 
the materials necessary to teach this were left in the buildings. At the beginning of the closure, work 
was mostly asynchronous with videos created by teachers or sourced from outside sources; by the 
end of the closure more synchronous learning continued. 

METHOD 
FLACS scholars had taken the NWEA Math Growth exam in Mathematics in late January and early 
February. The results of these exams serve as a key touchpoint for evaluating student achievement 
in mathematics during the 2019-20 school year. This nationally norm-referenced exam is aligned with 
the state mathematics standards, and allows for some comparative data to be extrapolated (albeit 
not to the local community, but the national norms). FLACS had also administered the exam in 
January 2019, which allowed for student growth to be examined.  
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NWEA MAP Growth provides several different data points to analyze. Students are given a RIT score, 
based on a nationally normed sample of students, which can be compared year to year. We have 
provided the percentage of students performing at or above the mean RIT score for a winter 
administration of the grade level. We have also provide the mean RIT scores for the school and 
national sample. This allows us to gauge the relative proficiency of students based on the nationally 
normed sample. NWEA MAP Growth also provides expected growth measures. We have listed the 
expected mean growth of students from winter of one year to winter of the next year and the actual 
mean growth of FLACS students from winter 2019 to winter 2020. Finally, NWEA MAP Growth also 
provides projections on the NYS exams based on students’ performance on the NWEA MAP Growth. 
We have provided the percentage of students projected to be at proficiency based on this analysis of 
NWEA.  

2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Mathematics 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

  Grade 
Total 

Tested 
Not Tested2 Total 

Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 
3 52 0 0 0 0 52 
4 56 0 0 0 0 56 
5 88 0 0 5 0 93 
6 127 0 0 17 0 144 
7 113 0 0 15 0 128 
8 65 0 0 8 0 73 

All 501 0 0 48 0 546 

 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
At FLACS II, 47.4% of students enrolled in at least their second year performed at or above the mean 
RIT score on the NWEA MAP Growth Assessment of Mathematics. Grades 4, 5, and 8 were at or above 
the mean RIT score (75.0%, 54.8% and 62.9%), while grades 3, 6, and 7 were below (40.9%, 31.8%, 
and 38.4% respectively). 

Percent of Student at or Above Mean RIT Score on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Math 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

% at or above 
Mean RIT 

Number 
Tested  

% at or 
above 

Mean RIT 

Number 
Tested  

3 42.3 52 40.9 42 
4 73.2 56 75.0 47 
5 53.4 88 54.8 85 
6 29.9 127 31.8 107 

 
2 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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7 34.5 113 38.4 102 
8 63.1 65 62.9 62 

All  45.5 501 47.4 445 

 

The mean RIT score for students was above the national sample, in grades 4, 5 and 8 and below the 
sample in grades 3, 6, and 7.  

Mean RIT Score on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Mathematics 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 
All Students   

Enrolled in at least their 
Second Year 

NWEA Winter Norms Group 
(2015)   

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

Mean RIT 
Score 

Number 
Tested  

3 194.7 52 194.3 44 198.2 135458 
4 212.2 56 213.0 48 208.7 130077 
5 217.1 88 217.3 84 217.2 148818 
6 215.4 127 216.4 110 222.1 165541 
7 219.1 113 220.5 99 226.1 190705 
8 232.5 65 232.4 62 229.2 199759 

 

FLACS II students made better than expected growth in grade 3, 4, 5, and 8. Students enrolled in at 
least their second year in grade 3 made 13.1 points of growth, compared with a projected growth of 
12.0 points; in grade 4, they made 17.3 points of growth compared with a projected growth of 9.9 
points, in grade 5, they made 10.0 points of growth compared with a projection of 8.6 points, and in 
grade 8, they made 5.4 points of growth compared with a projection of 4.1 points. Grades 6 and 7 
made less than mean expected growth.  

2019-20 Mathematics Growth on NWEA MAP Growth Winter to Winter 

Grade 

All Students Enrolled in at least their 
Second Year 

Mean 
Projected 
Growth 

Mean 
Observed 
Growth 

Mean 
Projected 
Growth 

Mean 
Observed 
Growth 

3 12.0 13.1 12.0 13.1 
4 9.9 17.9 9.9 17.3 
5 8.6 10.0 8.6 10.0 
6 5.5 3.9 5.5 3.9 
7 5.2 4.5 5.2 4.5 
8 4.1 5.4 4.1 5.4 

All 7.0 7.8 6.8 7.7 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
NWEA also provides a projection for the NYSTP based on the winter results. FLACS takes less stock in 
these results as the state test is variable from year to year and from past performance - in 2018-2019, 
FLACS found the NWEA projections to be much lower than the actual state test performance that 
same year. Nonetheless, they provide a useful comparison between grade levels. Consistent with the 
other data here, grades 6 and 7 had relatively lower performance.  

Projected Performance on NYSTP Based on 2019-20 Winter NWEA MAP Growth in Mathematics 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year  

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 53.8 52 54.5 44 
4 73.2 56 75.0 48 
5 43.2 88 44.0 84 
6 29.1 127 30.9 110 
7 24.8 113 27.3 99 
8 35.4 65 33.9 62 

All  39.0 501 40.0 447 

 

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS GOAL 
FLACS II was meeting or making progress toward meeting its accountability goals based on the NYSTP 
in the previous two years. Based on this data, FLACS I believes it is continuing on track for success in 
the future. Continued focus needs to be placed on grades 6-8, but the 8th grade growth scores are an 
encouraging measure of what will come next year. 

ACTION PLAN 
All FLACS schools will use the most recent Math in Focus edition, Math in Focus 2020 in the upcoming 
school year. The program has reorganized and consolidated units around the most essential 
standards and have made more explicit the links from the theoretical underpinnings of the program 
to the concrete application of the program. We expect that this will support new and developing 
teachers in maintaining fidelity to the program and implementing it with even more success. The 
2020 edition also includes many more instructional technology features, which will be beneficial 
during the upcoming school year during remote instruction.  

FLACS has changed its allocation for math staff to the middle school, increasing the allocation to allow 
for double blocks of instruction for all students daily.  

FLACS plans to imbed intervention into its daily routines at all grade levels, with teachers using pretest 
data to strategically fill in any learning gaps for students in the context of the grade level content. The 
schools will leverage the information from the pretests that are included in Math in Focus and the 
data from the NWEA MAP Growth assessment, which will be administered three times a year. 
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All FLACS schools will adopt DreamBox as a supplemental math program in 2020-21, expanding its 
use from 6-8 to K-8. This online adaptive program is aligned with the core values of Math in Focus, as 
it process based and rooted in manipulative use. The program is web-based, which will allow remote 
access from home, and allows for both remediation and enrichment. The latter is necessary to help 
support students in maintaining proficiency in mathematics. The program will also be collecting an 
immense amount of data to help teacher pinpoint potential areas of learning gaps. Teachers will 
receive training on analyzing and utilizing the data in the system to support students. 

Instead of using an outside consultant, FLACS has created a part-time Math Curriculum Specialist at 
the network level. This individual will work two days a week to support teachers, coaches and 
administrators in refining teacher’s mathematical practices. This position will work with all grade 
levels. The Director of Instructional Technology, a new position as of summer 2020, will also work 
closely with teachers, coaches, and administrators to leverage instructional technology in 
mathematics.  

GOAL 3: SCIENCE  

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE 
Summary of changes to the Elementary Science Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates or a district comparison. 
• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report results from internally 

developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other evaluation 
method below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the narrative. 

 

Goal 3: Science 
Students will demonstrate proficiency in the practice and methodology of scientific inquiry. 

BACKGROUND 
In 2018-2019, all FLACS schools adopted new science curriculum in grades K, 1 and 6, which was 
expanded to grades K-2 and 5-8 in 2019-2020. The science curriculum, Amplify Science is 
phenomenon-based, has a large focus on engineering design, and is fully aligned with the NYS Next 
Generation Science Standards. The Network facilitated professional development and planning 
between all three schools. Grades 3 and 4 continued to use Interactive Science (FLACS I and II) and 
FOSS (FLACS III) and began to introduce staff in these grade levels to the NYS Next Generation Science 
Standards in preparation for full adoption of Amplify Science in 2020-2021. In Grade 8, students also 
engaged in the New Visions Living Environment curriculum to prepare for the Regents exam.  

In the transition to remote learning in March 2020, FLACS schools continued to teach the content and 
skills in its curriculum maps, which were aligned to the Amplify units. However, Amplify is a kit based 
program, and initially, the school used alternate materials to support student learning in grades K-5. 
These include videos from BrainPop and BrainPop Jr. and readings from diverse texts. Amplify began 
to develop video lessons to supports its curriculum and the school integrated these into lessons 
toward the end of the school year. In grades 6-8, there were more online supports to continue to use, 
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although modify, Amplify Science and the New Visions Living Environment Regents curriculum 
throughout the closure. 

METHOD 
In lieu of the 4th NYS Science exam, FLACS developed an internal exam based on previously released 
4th grade science questions. This exam was 30 questions long and consisted of multiple choice 
question. Network staff chose the questions in order to ensure that the exam addressed all of the 
standards typically assessed on the NYS assessment. Correlations to performance level were 
extrapolated based on an analysis of previous state test raw score to scale score to performance level 
analyses. This exam was administered remotely in June 2020.  

FLACS has typically used the Living Environment Regents in lieu of the 8th Grade NYS Science Exam. 
Prior to closure, in February 2020, students took a mock test of 85 questions based on previously 
released Regents questions covering the content covered in the course from September through 
February. Correlations to performance level were extrapolated based on an analysis of previous state 
test raw score to scale score to performance level analyses. 

 

2019-20 4th Grade End of Year Assessment 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

  Grade Total 
Tested 

Not Tested3 Total 
Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 

4 54 0 0 1 0 55 
8 73 0 0 0 0 73 

All 54 0 0 1 0 128 
 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
FLACS specifically used previously released questions to eliminate potential concerns about question 
validity and appropriateness.  

Performance on 2019-20 4th Grade End of Year Assessment 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 

All Students   Enrolled in at least their 
Second Year 

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Projected 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

4 100 54 100 46 
8 61.6 73 60.6 66 

All  77.9 137 76.7 112 
 

 
3 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
FLACS II has consistently met its accountability goals for grade 4, and the results from this year 
indicate that FLACS II will continue to meet these goals in the future. In grade 8, FLACS II has used the 
more rigorous Living Environment Regents in lieu of the 8th Grade science assessment. In 2018-2019 
the performance on this assessment (50.0) was higher than in 2017-2018 (48.0). The results from the 
mock assessment in 2019-2020 indicate that the percentage of students at proficiency would have 
been higher if the students had taken the exam by approximately ten percentage points.  

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY SCIENCE GOAL 
FLACS II has consistently met the absolute accountability goal in the past, and based on the internal 
assessment given in spring 2020, believes it is on track to continued success in the future. While there 
was no comparative data this year, FLACS III has, in the past, consistently met this goal. 

ACTION PLAN 
FLACS plans to continue its full adoption of Amplify Science in all grade levels for 2020-2021 despite 
the challenges of the upcoming school year. 

Given the constraints on in-person instruction, and the need to continue remote instruction for 
students in the fall (whether because students have opted to go fully remote, or because the hybrid 
model includes remote days for all students), FLACS has modified the materials that will be used to 
teach science. Amplify Science has created “At-Home” materials that modify the curriculum, which 
was previously based heavily on in-person kits. These materials include modified instructional videos 
and modified activities that students can complete at home to develop the same science skills. The 
curriculum maps, detailing the content and skills to be learned, and pacing, therefore will remain the 
same, while FLACS adopts these new “At-Home” materials. In grades 6 through 8, there will be less 
reliance on “At Home” materials, as the teachers see students for longer periods of times and more 
of the hands on work of the curriculum was already based on computer simulations.  

Grade 8 performance is still below the targets for the grade level. FLACS believes that the 
strengthening of the curriculum in grades K-8 in the last two years will yield improvements when 
students reach grade 8. To help ensure that students on target for the Regents exam, FLACS will adopt 
the NWEA MAP growth Science Assessment and administer this for grades 3-8 in the 2020-2021 
school year.  

GOAL 4: ESSA 
The 2019-20 ESSA Goal remains unchanged due to the Covid-19 school closure. The 2019-20 
accountability status based on 2018-19 results and can be found by navigating to the school report 
card available here. 

Goal 7: Absolute Measure 

Under the state’s ESSA accountability system, the school is in good standing:  the state has not 
identified the school for comprehensive or targeted improvement.   

https://data.nysed.gov/
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METHOD 
Because all students are expected to meet the state's performance standards, the federal statute 
stipulates that various sub-populations and demographic categories of students among all tested 
students must meet the state standard in and of themselves aside from the overall school results.  As 
New York State, like all states, is required to establish a specific system for making these 
determinations for its public schools, charter schools do not have latitude in establishing their own 
performance levels or criteria of success for meeting the ESSA accountability requirements.  Each 
year, the state issues School Report Cards that indicate a school’s status under the state 
accountability system. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The school’s ESSA status this year is “Good Standing.” The school has met this accountability measure.  

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The school’s ESSA status has been “Good Standing” during each year of the current Accountability 
Period. 

Accountability Status by Year 
Year Status 

2017-18 Good standing 
2018-19 Good standing 
2019-20 Good standing 

 


	GOAL 1: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
	ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
	Background
	Method
	Results and evaluation
	Additional Evidence
	Summary of the Elementary English Language Arts Goal
	Action Plan

	GOAL 2: MATHEMATICS
	Elementary Mathematics
	Background
	All FLACS schools continued to use Math in Focus as the core mathematics program in all grade levels. This research-based program supports the goals of the state standards, and balances conceptual understanding, visual learning, and problem solving. I...
	All teachers received direct support and professional development from an external consultant from Math in Focus who visited the school several times throughout the year. During the sessions she modelled instruction, observed classroom, and gave feedb...
	Student performance was monitored frequently. Teachers used pretests and chapter tests from Math in Focus. In 2018-2019, FLACS began administering the NWEA Map Growth assessment to all students in grades K-8; this continued in the 2019-2020 school year.
	During the remote instruction that began in spring 2020, teachers continued to adhere to the curriculum maps that were in use prior to the closure. Teacher supplemented the curriculum with resources that were web-based. The use of Every Day Counts was...
	Method
	Results and evaluation
	Additional Evidence
	Summary of the Elementary Mathematics Goal
	Action Plan

	GOAL 3: SCIENCE
	Elementary Science
	Background
	Method
	Results and evaluation
	Additional Evidence
	Summary of the Elementary Science Goal
	Action Plan

	GOAL 4: ESSA
	Goal 7: Absolute Measure
	Method
	Results and evaluation
	Additional Evidence


