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East Harlem Scholars Academy High School Celebrates Opening of
First New Public High School Building in East Harlem in Over 60-

Years

The new 70,000-square-foot facility is the culmination of the Campaign for East Harlem, an
unprecedented $100+ million initiative by the well-established educational institution EHTP. This
campaign has enabled the creation of a three-facility Pre-K–12 neighborhood campus, offering
year-round, community-based, college-prep programming to thousands of local students and

families.

East Harlem, NY - Today, East Harlem Tutorial Program (EHTP) and East Harlem Scholars
Academies cut the ribbon on its highly anticipated new 70,000-square-foot public charter high
school. The new 104th and First Avenue facility houses East Harlem Scholars Academy High
School and EHTP’s College Scholars Program. In the last decade, nearly 80% of EHTP seniors
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have gone on to graduate college or remain on track to do so right now — the new facility aims
to support the continuation and expansion of those extraordinary results for decades to come.

The event was marked by a ribbon-cutting celebration, attended by students, families and
teachers, elected officials, board members, business leaders, philanthropists, and East Harlem
community leaders.

The site, originally owned by the Archdiocese and projected to become luxury condos, will
instead accommodate 600 East Harlem students and their teachers, offering a full
regulation-size basketball and volleyball court, a black box theater, cutting-edge science labs,
and dedicated music and art rooms. Scholars will have access to a third-floor terrace adjacent
to the cafeteria, where they can plant fruits and vegetables, and enjoy outdoor meals and
discussions.

Upon entering the building, students and guests are greeted by a 20-foot mural designed and
created by local artist and activist Manny Vega. The tiled artwork features a collection of
stunning scenes from East Harlem, including visual representations of the student artists who
helped Vega create the piece.

This project was the second phase of the Campaign for East Harlem, which invested over $100
million to build two school buildings, launching the East Harlem Teaching Residency, the
College Scholars Program, and expanded the East Harlem Scholars Academies network. The
new East Harlem Scholars Academy High School building was made possible in part through
the generous $30+ million in challenge gifts given by Marilyn Simons and her late husband Jim
over several years.

Additional financing and financial support for EHTP was achieved through a partnership with
Goldman Sachs, whose current Chief Financial Officer Denis Coleman was an EHTP volunteer
in the 1980s and sits on the organization's Leadership Council.

The project was supported by the leadership and vision over many years by the school’s
Co-Founder and CEO Emeritus Jeffrey Ginsburg, alongside Board Chairs Joan Solotar of
Blackstone and Billy Rahm. Law firm Greenberg Traurig was a crucial pro bono partner, as well
as Real Estate Committee Co-Chairs Stephen Rabinowitz, Hope Knight, and Jonathan Pollack.
Alongside the Simons, major donors Lili Lynton, the Carson Family, Lori and Dave Schnadig
(Cortec), Mindy and Jon Gray (Blackstone), Judy Gibbons, Andrew Tucker, and Don Cornwell
(Dynasty) all played crucial roles.

This project sets new standards in community-based design and input. Ennead and Design
Partner Stephen Chu personally attended design sessions where young people from the
community alongside families and teachers shared input and helped co-design the spaces. 26%
of the budget was spent with Black and Brown-owned businesses, almost tripling the average
rate reported across New York City, and another 4% with women-owned businesses. 82% of
workers hired for the project were people of color, including 8% who lived in the immediate



neighborhood,demonstrating EHTP's commitment to ensuring that this project was built by and
for the local community.

"Looking around this new building, I can’t help but think about the generations of East Harlem
youth who will thrive in this space, which was thoughtfully designed with education and their
future in mind,” said Marina Cofield, CEO of EHTP and East Harlem Scholars Academies.
“This campus represents not only the bright future of both EHTP and East Harlem Scholars
Academies but also our deep commitment to this community."

“After decades of witnessing the profound impact of the East Harlem Tutorial Program on this
community’s youth, I am eager to see how this new building will further expand opportunities for
our high school and OST scholars,” saidWilliam D. Rahm, Chair, EHTP Board of Trustees. “ I
take immense pride in the collective effort of the Board, staff and broader community, which
were all instrumental in bringing this vision to life."

“I am extremely proud of and grateful for the shared vision, generosity and collaborative effort
that made these two new school buildings a reality for our scholars, families, and staff. EHTP
now has the core values and results of its nearly 70-year history, plus the facilities required to
succeed for decades to come,” said Jeffrey Ginsburg, CEO Emeritus of EHTP and
Co-Founder of East Harlem Scholars Academies. “Simply put, our students and teachers
have always deserved classroom spaces that reflect their true potential and brilliance, and I am
overjoyed they finally got them.”

“Having been inspired by the East Harlem Tutorial Program’s mission and their unwavering
commitment to the families of East Harlem for many years, I am delighted to see our vision
become a reality. I hope that generations of students will thrive academically and socially in this
beautiful, state-of-the-art facility built with love and dedication,” said Marilyn Simons, EHTP
Leadership Council Member.

“The new East Harlem Scholars Academy High School building stands as a testament to the
remarkable achievements that can be realized when we unite for a noble cause. I am so proud
of the efforts undertaken by many lawyers from Greenberg Traurig, who contributed their time
and skills to enable the development and opening of this state-of-the-art educational facility,
which will serve the East Harlem community and its youth,” said Stephen L. Rabinowitz,
Co-Chair of the Global Real Estate Practice at Greenberg Traurig, LLP, and a member of
the EHTP Board of Trustees. “This project represents the successful culmination of
approximately $100 million invested in two significant educational buildings within this
neighborhood, and I am proud to have had the privilege of contributing to their realization. I
anticipate with optimism the lasting positive impact this facility will have on the lives of young
people for many years to come.”

"Having been around since 1958, EHTP has grown into a pillar of the East Harlem community,
and I am proud to see it still thriving and expanding in service of this community's youth," said
Diana Ayala, New York City Council Member, District 8. "Congratulations to East Harlem



Scholars Academies on this beautiful new building, which will positively serve East Harlem for
generations to come. The need for educational spaces like this is greater than ever, and this
new facility will be a critical resource for students and families."

"As a student here at East Harlem Scholars Academy High School, stepping into this new
building feels like a fresh start for all of us. The facilities here—from the science labs to the black
box theater—give us the tools and space we need to pursue our passions and achieve our
goals. This school is more than just a place to learn; it's where we're building our future and
learning to lead," said Amy Seye, Student at East Harlem Scholars Academy High School.

“The opening of this new campus marks the beginning of a new and exciting chapter in the story
of East Harlem Scholars Academy,” said Kathryn Connell-Espinosa, Executive Director,
State University of New York (SUNY) Charter Schools Institute. “Research shows that
investing in new school facilities can improve instructional environments, drive student learning
and academic performance, boost attendance, and even, lead to better health outcomes.
Investments like these can also help shape the future of the community, creating a nurturing
home away from home for students, where teachers are supported and can encourage, guide,
and inspire students to unlock their potential and make a difference in the world. We
congratulate East Harlem Scholars Academy on the opening of their new facility and thank all
who helped make today possible.”

“We are delighted to welcome our scholars and teachers into this incredible new space. The
state-of-the-art facility is a game-changer, and I am already seeing our students’ commitment to
learning reach new heights. This environment will undoubtedly inspire greater dedication and
passion for their education,” said Brandon Swaby, Principal of East Harlem Scholars
Academy High School.

“In my 30 years of living in East Harlem, I am overwhelmed with joy in witnessing this
state-of-the-art high school for our community’s children. Grateful for the dedication and
persistence of those who made this possible,” said Maria Medrano, EHTP board member and
family leader.

“Ennead aims to create an uplifting environment that encourages the pursuit of higher education
while also functioning as an open, welcoming space for the wider East Harlem community to
congregate and connect. Using feedback gathered from conversations with families, students,
and community members, we created a design that thoughtfully weaves the space into the
fabric of the city that surrounds it. As the first new public high school opening in the community
in over 60 years, we hope this serves as a model for future public schools throughout the city for
years to come", said Stephen Chu, Design Partner at Ennead Architects.



About East Harlem Scholars Academies/East Harlem Tutorial Program

East Harlem Scholars Academies are public charter schools that prepare students with the
skills, strength of character, and emotional well-being to excel academically, lead in their
communities, and realize their best possible selves.
East Harlem Scholars Academies are operated by East Harlem Tutorial Program, a
community-based organization founded in 1958.

East Harlem Scholars Academies represents an expansion of EHTP’s 66-year mission and
vision of community-based, college-preparatory programming, which includes local after-school
and summer programs, college access and persistence support, and the nationally recognized
and replicated East Harlem Teaching Residency program.
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