
 

 

 
 
 
 
Charter Schools Institute 
State University of New York 
41 State Street, Suite 700 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are pleased to submit an annual report for Achievement First Bushwick Charter School for the 2007-2008 
academic year.  In keeping with our mission to close the achievement gap by providing a rigorous and high-quality 
college-preparatory academic and character development program, we had an exciting school year and worked 
towards delivering on our mission to parents and students in Brooklyn.  Highlighted in this report is information about 
how our school performed this year, academically and fiscally.  We continue to strive for excellence in our schools, 
and look forward to a prosperous upcoming academic year with even stronger results. 
 
Please note that all applicable leases, certificates, and approvals necessary to operate Achievement First Bushwick 
Charter School are in full force and effect. 
 
Enclosed in this report are the following documents for your review: 
 

• Charter School Information/Contact Sheet 
• 2007-2008 School Assessment Data 
• Accountability Plan Progress Report 
• Parent Survey Results 
• Attrition Charts 
• Report of Fiscal Performance 
• Disclosure of Financial Interest Statements 
• Statement of Assurances 
• School Calendars for 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 (Draft) 
• New York State School Report Card 2006-2007 

 
If you have any questions about the Annual Report, please feel free to contact me by phone,  ext. 

 or by e-mail,  
 
Thank you for your attention to these materials. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lesley Esters Redwine, Esq. 
Director of External Relations 







   

 Other Student Assessment Data 
2007-08 

 
Name of Charter School: __Achievement First Bushwick Charter School ____________________ 

 
 
 
Name of Test: _ Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)__   Subtest: ________________________________ 
 

Grade Date of Test 
(DOT) 

# Enrolled in 
Grade on 

DOT 

# Absent on 
Grade on 

DOT 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 

IEP 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 
ELL Status 

# Students 
Assessed in 

Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitative 
Level and 
Percent 

Attaining** 

Other *** 

Kindergarten July/August 07 82 0 0 0 82 20% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 1) 

3% Advanced 
17% Proficient 
80% Below prof. 

N/A 

Kindergarten February 08 84 0 0 0 84 98% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 2) 

30% Advanced 
68% Proficient 
2% Below prof. 

N/A 

Kindergarten May/June 08 83 0 0 0 83 100% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 4) 

39% Advanced 
61% Proficient 
0% Below prof. 

N/A 

1st Grade February 08 86 0 0 0 86 81% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 10) 

14% Advanced 
67% Proficient 
19% Below prof. 

N/A 

1st Grade June 08 80 0 0 0 80 85% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 16) 

18% Advanced 
68% Proficient 
15% Below prof. 

N/A 

2nd Grade February 08 83 0 0 0 83 77% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 24) 

31% Advanced 
46% Proficient 
23% Below prof. 

N/A 

2nd Grade May/June 08 84 0 0 0 84 87% met AF 
proficiency req. 
(DRA Level 28) 

32% Advanced 
55% Proficient 
13% Below prof. 

N/A 

* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 

 



   

Other Student Assessment Data 
2007-08 

 
Name of Charter School: __Achievement First Bushwick Charter School_____________________ 

 
 
 
Name of Test: __Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) ________   Subtest: ________________________________ 
 

Grade Date of 
Test 

(DOT) 

# Enrolled 
in Grade 
on DOT 

# Absent 
on Grade 
on DOT 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 

IEP 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 
ELL Status 

# Students 
Assessed 

in Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitative 
Level and 
Percent 

Attaining** 

Other *** 

Kindergarten 06/11/08 84 2 0 0 82 Avg. National 
Percentile:  87.4 

  
1st Grade 06/11/08 87 2 0 0 85 Avg. National 

Percentile:  4.3 
  

2nd Grade 02/12/08 83 10 0 0 73 Avg. National 
Percentile:  62.0 

  
2nd Grade 06/11/08 83 9 0 0 72 Avg. National 

Percentile:  61.0 
  

5th Grade 02/12/08 88 2 0 0 90 Avg. National 
Percentile:  23.8 

  
5th Grade 06/11/08 87 1 0 0 86 Avg. National 

Percentile:  32.0 
  

          
          
          

 
* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
 

 



   

Other Student Assessment Data 
2007-08 

 
Name of Charter School: __Achievement First Bushwick Charter School_____________________ 

 
 
 
Name of Test: __Terra Nova ____________________________   Subtest: ________________________________ 
 

Grade Date of 
Test 

(DOT) 

# Enrolled 
in Grade 
on DOT 

# Absent 
on Grade 
on DOT 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 

IEP 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 
ELL Status 

# Students 
Assessed 

in Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitative 
Level and 
Percent 

Attaining** 

Other *** 

Kindergarten 6/13/08 84 Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available 

N/A N/A 
1st Grade 6/13/08 87 Results not yet 

available
Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available 

N/A N/A 
2nd Grade 6/13/08 83 Results not yet 

available
Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available

Results not yet 
available 

N/A N/A 
 
* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

Other Student Assessment Data 
2007-08 

 
Name of Charter School: __Achievement First Bushwick Charter School_____________________ 

 
 
 
Name of Test: _ Stanford Achievement Test (Stanford 10) _   Subtest: ________________________________ 
 

Grade Date of 
Test 

(DOT) 

# Enrolled 
in Grade 
on DOT 

# Absent 
on Grade 
on DOT 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 

IEP 

# Exempted 
in Grade by 
ELL Status 

# Students 
Assessed 

in Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitative 
Level and 
Percent 

Attaining** 

Other *** 

5th Grade 6/13/08 87 5 0 0 82 Avg. National 
Percentile:  28.4 

  
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          

 
* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
 

 
 



   

Progress Toward Goals 
2007-08 

 
Charter School Name:__ Achievement First Bushwick Charter School _   School Year:_2007-08_ 

 
 
Please see attached narrative for review of Progress Toward Goals.   

 







 
 
 

Achievement First Bushwick 
CHARTER SCHOOL 

 
2007-08 

ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN  
PROGRESS REPORT 

 
 

Submitted to the SUNY Charter Schools Institute on: 
 

 July 30, 2008 
 

By Lesley Esters Redwine 
Director of External Relations, Achievement First 

 
Elementary Academy Campus: 

1137 Herkimer Street | Brooklyn, NY 11233 
 

Middle Academy Campus: 
84 Schaefer Street | Brooklyn, NY 11207 (2007-2008) 

1300 Greene Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11237 (2008-2009) 
 

Please contact Lesley Esters Redwine at 
 or  

 
 



Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

 
 
 
 

 
Lesley Esters Redwine and Emily Ente of Achievement First prepared this 2007-08 Accountability 
Progress Report on behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 
 
 
 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Deborah Shanley Chair; Education & Accountability and 

Evaluation Committees 

Doug McCurry 
Trustee; Education & Accountability 
Committee 

Emerson Moore Trustee; Finance & Audit Committee 

Iris Chen 
Trustee; Education & Accountability and 
Talent Development Committees 

Jalak Jobanputra 

Secretary; Finance & Audit, Charter 
Management Agreement, Facilities 
Committees 

Judith Rodriguez 
Trustee; Education & Accountability and 
Evaluation Committees 

Marilyn Rivera 
Parent Representative; Education & 
Accountability Committee 

Shannon Kete Trustee; Finance & Audit Committee 

Yvette Best 
Parent Representative; Education & 
Accountability Committee 
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The mission of Achievement First Bushwick Charter School is to provide all of our students with the 
academic and character skills they need to excel in top colleges, succeed in a competitive world, and 
serve as the next generation of leaders in their communities.  We accomplish this by ensuring that every 
student attending the school receives a college-preparatory education and is frequently assessed to ensure 
that she or he is making yearly progress made towards academic goals.   
 
Achievement First Bushwick elementary academy opened in 2006 and currently serves 252 students in 
grades K-2, growing to serve grades K-4.  Achievement First Bushwick middle academy opened in fall 
2007, serving 84 students in grade 5.  It will grow to serve students in grades 5-8.  The student body is 
64% African-American and 27% Latino; 100% of the students are selected by a blind lottery process.  
 
Core elements of the Achievement First model that support our ambitious goal of closing the 
achievement gap by preparing our students for success include: 
 
• Unwavering focus on breakthrough student achievement 
• Aggressive recruitment and retention of talent and diversity 
• Consistent, proven, standards-based curriculum 
• Disciplined, high-expectations achievement-oriented school culture 
• Interim assessments & strategic use of data to drive instruction 
• Principals with the power to lead and high-quality, focused training for leaders 
• Parents as Partners 
 

 
School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 

(Includes number of students enrolled as of June 30, 2007 and 2008) 
 

School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2003-04 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2004-05 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2005-06 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2006-07 82 81            163 

2007-08 84 87 83   87        341 
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

students who have been enrolled in at least their second year (defined as enrolled by BEDS day of 
the previous school year) to score at Levels 3 or 4.   
 
At this time, students in the fifth grade are in their first year at Achievement First Bushwick 
Charter School so the proficiency goal is not relevant.  However, scores on the New York State 
ELA exam are reported below for review.   
 
The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed breakdown 
of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students according to 
grade level, even if they have been enrolled for less than one year. 
 

2007-08 State English Language Arts Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

   
Not Tested1

Grade Total 
Tested IEP ELL Absent 

Total 
Enrolled 

3      
4      
5 87 1 0 1 89 
6      
7      
8      

All 87 1 0 1 89 
 
Results 
 
In their first year at Achievement First Bushwick Charter School, 60% of students achieved 
proficiency on the ELA exam, including 1% at the Advanced level.  This information is not 
applicable to the evaluation metric, however, as it pertains only to students in their second year or 
beyond.   

                                                   
1 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

Achievement First Bushwick Charter School is serving its first cohort of assessment-eligible students 
so data from years prior to 2007-2008 is not available. 
 

Cohort Growth on State English Language Arts Exam from 2006-07 to 2007-08 
 

Percent at Levels 3 and 4 Grade Cohort 
Size 2006-07 Target 2007-08 

Target 
Achieved 

4      
5      
6      
7      
8      

All      
 
Evaluation 
 
This metric is currently inapplicable. 
 
Additional Evidence 
 
n/a 

 
 

Cohort Performance on State English Language Arts Exam 
 Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year 

 
School Year Cohort 

Grades 
Number of Cohorts 

Meeting Target Number of Cohorts 

 
Include DRA results for elementary students as additional goal?? 
 
Summary of the English Language Arts Goal 
 
Achievement First Bushwick Charter School is in its first year of operation with a cohort eligible for 
New York state assessments, so most evaluation criteria are not relevant.  In addition, information is 
not currently available for the Comparative Performance Analysis.  On the one metric for which 
complete information is available, the aggregate Performance Index relative to the Annual 
Measurable Objective, the fifth grade cohort at AF Bushwick achieved the target for the English 
Language Arts exam.   
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

n/a 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

n/a 
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  Unknown 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s State exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

n/a 

 
Action Plan 
 
Across the Achievement First network, increased attention to English Language Arts and reading 
instruction will be a significant focus for 2008-2009.  Particular strategies to facilitate this focus 
include creating a culture where all teachers incorporate reading into their classes, increasing the 
overall volume of classroom and independent reading; phonics and fluency interventions for the 
lowest performing 20% of students; a revised scope and sequence for fifth grade to include habits of 
good readers, fix-it strategies, and story elements before proceeding to standards mastery; and 
increased amounts of vocabulary instruction. 
 
In addition, Achievement First will continue to develop a culture of great instruction in every 
classroom by increasing investment in systematic teacher learning and development.  This includes 
providing a clear model and evaluation protocol for great teaching; creating an expectation of 
thorough and thoughtful unit lesson planning; implementing a rigorous teaching coaching model; and 
targeting professional development sessions on planning, content training, video analysis, and data.   
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

been enrolled in at least their second year (defined as enrolled by BEDS day of the previous school 
year) to score at Levels 3 or 4.   
 

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed breakdown 
of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students according to 
grade level, even if they have been enrolled for less than one year. 
 

2007-08 State Mathematics Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

 
Not Tested3

Grade Total 
Tested IEP ELL Absent 

Total 
Enrolled 

3      
4      

5 86 

Need 
info 
from 
Jill 

Need 
info 
from 
Jill 

Need 
info 
from 
Jill 

Need 
info 
from Jill 

6      
7      
8      

All      
 
Results 
 
In their first year at Achievement First Bushwick Charter School, 89% of students achieved 
proficiency on the State Mathematics exam, including 20% at the Advanced level.  This information 
is not applicable to the evaluation metric, however, as it pertains only to students in their second year 
or beyond.   
 

                                                   
3 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English 
Language Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam 
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

 
The metric is inapplicable at this time.   
 
Additional Evidence 
 
n/a 
 

Cohort Performance on Mathematics Exam  
Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year 

 
School Year Cohort 

Grades 
Number of Cohorts 

Meeting Target Number of Cohorts 

2006-07    
2007-08    

 
 
Summary of the Mathematics Goal 
 
Achievement First Bushwick Charter School is in its first year of operation with a cohort eligible for 
New York state assessments, so most evaluation criteria are not relevant.  In addition, information is 
not currently available for the Comparative Performance Analysis.  On the one metric for which 
complete information is available, the aggregate Performance Index relative to the Annual 
Measurable Objective, the fifth grade cohort at AF Bushwick achieved the target for the Mathematics 
exam.   
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

n/a 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

n/a 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  Unknown 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s state exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

n/a 

 
 
Action Plan 
 
Achievement First will continue its robust philosophy of mathematics instruction, including sufficient 
time on task and additional supports for struggling students, such as small group instruction and a 
Saturday tutoring program.  Rigorous use of assessment data by teachers during dedicated Data Days 
will facilitate the support of individual students based on target areas of deficiency.   
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Achievement First Bushwick Charter School 2007-08 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
 
If the school has administered a norm referenced test, e.g. Terra Nova, ITBS, Stanford 10, it should 
report cohort growth results in a similar fashion to the growth measure based on state tests.  Make 
sure to include a methods narrative that describes the type of test administered, to which grades, date 
of administrations, etc.  Also include the dates of the pre- and post-tests. 
 
 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
 
Students in the elementary academy at Achievement First Bushwick took the Developmental Reading 
Assessment (DRA), a nationally-normed examination that tests reading fluency (the rate and accuracy at 
which students read) and reading comprehension. This test is administered to students by a teacher two-
three times per year to get baseline, mid-year, and end-of-year data tracking students’ individual progress. 
Every new teacher to AF Bushwick received DRA training which enables them to test students one-on-
one and Charter Management Organization Achievement First provided cross-network auditing to ensure 
consistency of results.  The test takes between 15 minutes and one hour to administer, depending on a 
given student’s skill level. Achievement First has developed its own extremely rigorous standards for 
basic, below-proficient, proficient and advanced for beginning, middle and end-of-year. No student is 
exempt from examination -- every student in the elementary school is assessed and all results are reported 
here, as elsewhere. 
 
The DRA was administered to current first and second grade students in May 2007 and incoming 
kindergarten students in August 2007.  All students completed end-of-year DRA testing between May 26 
– June 13, 2008.   
 
According to DRA data, at the beginning of the year, only 19% of the kindergarten cohort at AF 
Bushwick was reading at a proficient level.  By the end of the year, a full 100% of the students achieved 
proficiency on the examination. Please see a graph of kindergarten DRA results below. 
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