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Tony Siddall, Senior Director of Governance and Authorizer Relations, prepared this 2012-13 
Accountability Progress Report on behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 
 
 
 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Dean Deborah Shanley Chair 

Christina Frey Treasurer 

Harris Ferrell AF Representative 

Adrienne Loiseau AF Parent Representative 

Iris Chen Trustee 

Jack Schnirman Trustee 

 
 
 
Stacy Park and has served as the school leader since 2006.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The mission of Achievement First Bushwick Charter School is to provide all of our students with the 
academic and character skills they need to excel in top colleges, succeed in a competitive world, 
and serve as the next generation of leaders in our communities.  We accomplish this by ensuring 
that every student attending the school receives a college-preparatory education and is frequently 
assessed to ensure that she or he is making yearly progress towards academic goals. 
 
Achievement First Bushwick Elementary School opened in 2006 and in 2012-13 served 432 students 
in grades K-4. 
 
Achievement First Bushwick Middle School opened in fall 2007 and in 2012-13 served 353 students 
in grades 5-8. 
 
Core elements of the Achievement First model that support our ambitious goal of closing the 
achievement gap by preparing our students for success include: 

• Unwavering focus on breakthrough student achievement 
• Aggressive recruitment and retention of talent and diversity 
• Consistent, proven, standards-based curriculum 
• Disciplined, high-expectations achievement-oriented school culture 
• Interim assessments and strategic use of data to drive instruction 
• Principals with the power to lead and high-quality, focused training for leaders 
• Parents as Partners 

 
School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 

 
School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2009-10 88 91 87 86 72 94 89 74           681 
2010-11 86 86 91 84 79 94 89 83 52         744 
2011-12 87 86 84 86 77 92 88 88 71 29       788 
2012-13 93 89 86 86 78 90 96 89 78 43 30     858 

 
 
High School Cohorts   
Because AF Bushwick enrolled its first 9th grade class in 2011-12, it did not have a 4-year 
accountability cohort in 2012-13.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Goal 1: English Language Arts 
All students at Achievement First Bushwick Charter School (AF Bushwick) will be proficient readers 
and writers of the English language. 
 
Background 
 
At the elementary school level, AF Bushwick students spend three hours a day on reading and 
writing activities to attain a solid foundation in phonics and reading comprehension.  At the K-1 
level, literacy instruction focuses on helping scholars develop strong foundational reading skills that 
are essential for later reading success.  Specifically, teachers focus on phonemic awareness, phonics 
and decoding skills, oral language skills, knowledge of concepts of print, knowledge of basic 
comprehension skills, and reading stamina.  Beginning in 2nd grade, all students have a 20-30 minute 
independent reading class during which each teacher works on develop all students into avid, active 
readers. 
 
At the middle school level, a continued focus on reinforcing and building on the fundaments is 
critical.  Our middle school literature classes have thus served a dual purpose:  rapidly developing 
basic skills-phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding skills, oral language sills, knowledge of 
concepts of print, knowledge of basic comprehension skills, and reading stamina-while ensuring 
students are also developing their higher level skills-modeling the habits of good readers, 
understanding key story elements, and honing the ability to monitor their own comprehension and 
“fix” misunderstandings. 
 
Goal 1: Absolute Measure 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at 
proficiency on the New York State English language arts examination for grades 3-8.1   
 
Method 
 
The school administered the New York State Testing Program English language arts assessment to 
students in 3 through 8 grade in April 2013. Each student’s raw score has been converted to a 
grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.   
 
The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year.   
 
 
 
                                                   
1 Because of the state’s new 3-8 testing program, aligned to its high school college and career readiness standards, the Institute 
is no longer using Time Adjusted Level 3 cut scores.  Please report results for previous years using the state’s published results 
for scoring at proficiency.   
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2012-13 State English Language Arts Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

   

Grade Total 
Tested 

Not Tested2 Total 
Enrolled IEP ELL Absent 

3 86    86 
4 78    78 
5 87    87 
6 92    92 
7 89    89 
8 75    75 

All 507    507 
 
 
Results 
 
The 2012-13 results are shown below. With the introduction of the new state tests, we saw significant 
declines in proficiency rate across all grades, consistent with city- and state-wide trends.  
 

Performance on 2012-12 State English Language Arts Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 

Grades 
All Students   Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent Number 
Tested  Percent Number 

Tested  

3 41% 86 41% 80 
4 46% 78 45% 77 
5 17% 87 17% 66 
6 17% 92 20% 75 
7 31% 89 29% 85 
8 29% 75 30% 73 

All  30% 507 31% 456 
 
Evaluation 
AF Bushwick did not meet the goal of 75% proficient. 
 
Additional Evidence 
 
While we have been generally successful over the previous two years in meeting accountability plan 
goals, we recognize that we are very far from where we need to be in terms of delivering on our promise 
to prepare all students for success in college. This is indicated most starkly by the results of the very 
rigorous 2012-13 state tests, but is also reflected in the 2010 through 2012 proficiency rates.  The 
middle school has shown strong growth in proficiency which we believe reflects both the curricular 
improvements and instructional supports put in place since the initial renewal. However, given the low 
                                                   
2 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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performance prior to these improvements, proficiency rates remained under 50% for middle school, and 
Level 4/Advanced rates were below 10% at all test grades. Under the 2012-13 exams, proficiency was as 
low as 17% in the middle school.  
 
 

English Language Arts Performance by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency  

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested Percent Number 
Tested 

3 73% 80 80% 84 41% 80 
4 86% 77 91% 76 45% 77 
5 80% 82 82% 67 17% 66 
6 72% 81 93% 72 20% 75 
7 77% 70 86% 77 29% 85 
8 65% 52 69% 68 30% 73 

All 76% 442 84% 442 31% 456 
 
 

Goal 1: Absolute Measure 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State English language arts 
exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability 
system. 
 
Method 
 
The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual yearly progress 
towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets an Annual Measurable 
Objective (AMO) each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the goal 
of proficiency in the state’s learning standards in English language arts.  To achieve this measure, all 
tested students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that equals or exceeds the current 
year’s English language arts AMO.  The PLI is calculated by adding the sum of the percent of all 
tested students at Levels 2 through 4 with the sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 3 
and 4.  Thus, the highest possible PLI is 200.3 
 
Results 
 
The ELA PI for AF Bushwick in 2012-13 was 108. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
3 In contrast to SED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.    
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English Language Arts 2012-13 Performance Level Index (PLI)  
 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

  48 24 6  
      
  PI = 48 + 24 + 6 = 78  
        24 + 6 = 30  
           PLI = 108  

Evaluation 
 

The State Education Department has not 
recalibrated the AMO to align with the new English 
Language Arts 3-8 testing program  

 
 

Leave Blank 
 
  
Goal 1: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state English language arts exam will be greater than that of all 
students in the same tested grades in the local school district. 
 
Method 
 

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in the 
surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in which 
the school had tested students in at least their second year at the school and the total result for all 
students at the corresponding grades in the school district.4 
 
Results 
 

As the table below indicates, AF Bushwick students outperformed their district peers at each grade 
level tested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
4 Schools can acquire these data when the State Education Department releases its Access database containing grade level ELA 
and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The SED announces the release of the data on its News Release 
webpage. 

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/
http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/
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2012-13 State English Language Arts Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 

 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year All District Students 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested 
3 41% 80 16%  
4 45% 77 14%  
5 17% 66 15%  
6 20% 75 16%  
7 29% 85 18%  
8 30% 73 17%  

All 31% 456 16%  
 
Evaluation 
 

AF Bushwick met this target, outperforming the CSD 32 average at each grade level, with an overall 
proficiency rate nearly double that of CSD 32. Grades 5 and 6, however, were significantly closer to 
the CSD average proficiency rate, meaning that these grades will be targeted for additional 
supports.  
 
Additional Evidence 
 

2012-2013 marks the third school year in which AF Bushwick outperformed the local sending 
district at every grade level tested. This demonstrates that AF Bushwick is an important option for 
the families in its community.  

 
English Language Arts Performance of Charter School and Local District 

by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are at 
Proficiency Compared to Local District Students  

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

3 53% 40% 69% 39% 41% 16% 
4 62% 38% 74% 41% 45% 14% 
5 45% 42% 57% 45% 17% 15% 
6 42% 34% 68% 36% 20% 16% 
7 37% 28% 45% 32% 29% 18% 
8 44% 26% 47% 31% 30% 17% 

All 46% 34% 60% 37% 31% 16% 
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Goal 1: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state English language 
arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a small degree) 
according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for economically disadvantaged 
students among all public schools in New York State.5 

 
Method 
 
The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which compares the 
school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-wide.  The Institute uses a 
regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the 
predicted performance of public schools with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  
The difference between the schools’ actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools 
with similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3 or 
performing higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for achieving this measure.   
 
Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2012-13 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2011-12 results (using 
free-lunch eligible percentage), the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   
 
Results 
 
The table below shows the comparative performance analysis for AF Bushwick in 2011-12, the most 
recent year for which results are available. 

 
2011-12 English Language Arts Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

 

Grade 
Percent 

Eligible for 
Free Lunch  

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 
3 

 

86 69.8 44.4 25.4 1.58 
4 77 74.0 48.4 25.6 1.63 
5 86 50.0 46.4 3.6 0.22 
6 85 64.8 40.7 24.1 1.52 
7 85 47.1 37.0 10.1 0.64 
8 69 46.3 34.8 11.5 0.74 

All 69.0% 488 58.8 42.1 16.7 1.06 
 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher Than Expected To a Large Degree 

 

                                                   
5 The Institute will begin using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the demographic variable in 
2012-13.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.      
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Evaluation 
 
In 2012-2013, AF Bushwick met this target. 
 
Additional Evidence 
 
The table below shows the comparative performance in ELA over the past three years.  AF Bushwick 
met this target for ELA for the first time in 2010-11, reflecting the growing the strength of our 
academic performance. 

 

English Language Arts Comparative Performance by School Year 
 

School 
Year Grades 

Percent 
Eligible for 
Free Lunch 

Number 
Tested Actual Predicted Effect 

Size 

2009-10 3-7 45.1% 392 32.1% 42.2% -0.53 
2010-11 3-8 67.4% 488 47.0% 40.6% 0.40 
2011-12 3-8 69% 442 58.8% 42.1% 1.06 

 
 
Goal 1: Growth Measure6  
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
English language arts for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted 
median growth percentile.   
 
 
Method 
 

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2012-13 and also 
have a state exam score in 2011-12 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2011-12 scores are ranked by their 2012-13 scores and assigned a 
percentile based on their relative growth in performance (mean growth percentile).  Students’ 
growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order 
for a school to perform above the statewide median, it must have a mean growth percentile greater 
than 50.    
 

The State Education Department has not yet 
reported schools’ mean growth percentiles 
for the 2012-13 school year.7   

 
Results 
 

  

                                                   
6 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 
7 See the Guidelines. 

http://www.newyorkcharters.org/documents/Accountability/Accountability%20Plan%20Guidelines%202013.pdf
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Leave Blank 
 
 
Summary of the English Language Arts Goal 
 

Based on the information available at the time of this progress report, AF Bushwick achieved both 
of its comparative targets, but did not achieve the absolute performance target of 75% proficiency 
across grades. The remaining targets cannot be evaluated at this time.  
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State English 
language arts exam for grades 3-8.  

Not achieved 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the 
state English language arts exam will meet that year’s Annual Measurable 
Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

TBD 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state English 
language arts exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested 
grades in the local school district.  

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state English language arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above 
(performing higher than expected to a small degree) according to a 
regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2011-12 school district 
results.) 

Achieved 

Growth 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in English language arts for all tested students in grades 
4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted median growth percentile.   

TBD 

 
Action Plan 
 
AF Bushwick will continue the promising ELA structures that helped deliver growth over the past three 
years, and will redouble efforts to meet the college-ready level of rigor in the Common Core. The 
underlying structure of the middle school ELA program will continue to include daily intervention built 
into the schedule, daily reading instruction and “time in text” at both the scholar’s current reading level 
as well as at grade level, and daily writing instruction.  In order to meet the much higher rigor bar of the 
Common Core, and based on performance on Common Core aligned interim assessments in 2012-13, 
the  school will prioritize the following areas for professional development and coaching: 
 

1. Top quality oral and written responses – ensuring that teachers push and support scholars to 
produce work that is 100% correct and requires complex thinking. 

2. Increased focus on text-dependent questions – supporting scholars to do close reading, 
annotate text, and use evidence in responses. 

3. Additional time for vocabulary instruction – ensuring that instructional time is dedicated daily to 
building academic vocabulary.  

 
The Achievement First network support team has created extensive guiding materials in each of these 
areas. In addition to curriculum, these materials include skill specific “Fundamentals of Instruction,” 
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which provide a theoretical and practical background for best instructional practices. These resources 
will be used by coaches within the context of the regular coaching process to develop teacher skill in 
each of these areas.  
 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
Goal 1: Mathematics 
Students will demonstrate competency in the understanding and application of mathematical 
computation and problem solving. 
 
Background 
 
Students at Achievement First receive up to two hours of concentrated math instruction every day.  
The curriculum is designed to help students developing computation sills, an understanding of the 
fundamental mathematical concepts, and the ability to solve complex problems. 
 
At the elementary level, the emphasis is on repetition and learning basic skills.  Students know their 
addition and subtraction facts by the end of 2nd grade and their multiplication facts by the end of 3rd 
grade.  All AF Bushwick students are expected to complete basic addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division computations as specified by state standards to 95% accuracy.  To 
encourage critical thinking and enhance learning, teachers require students to apply their basic 
skills knowledge in challenging problem-solving situations.  Building on this foundation, the middle 
school mathematics program introduces concepts according to a standards-aligned scope and 
sequence.  Teacher use daily classroom based assessments to tailor instruction to address skill gaps, 
helping all students tackle increasingly complex material. 
 
Goal 1: Absolute Measure 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at 
proficiency on the New York State mathematics examination for grades 3-8.8   
 
Method 
 
The school administered the New York State Testing Program mathematics assessment to students 
in 3 through 8 grade in April 2013.  Each student’s raw score has been converted to a grade-specific 
scaled score and a performance level.   
 
The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year.   
 

                                                   
8 Because of the state’s new 3-8 testing program, aligned to its high school college and career readiness standards, the Institute 
is no longer using Time Adjusted Level 3 cut scores.  Please report results for previous year’s using the state’s published results 
for scoring at proficiency.   
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2012-13 State Mathematics Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

   

Grade Total 
Tested 

Not Tested9 Total 
Enrolled IEP ELL Absent 

3 86    86 
4 78    78 
5 87    87 
6 92    92 
7 89    89 
8 76    76 

All 508    508 
 
 
 
Results 
 

The table below shows the results for this target.  
 

Performance on 2012-13 State Mathematics Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 

Grades 
All Students   Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent Number 
Tested  Percent Number 

Tested  

3 58% 86 58% 80 
4 58% 78 58% 77 
5 46% 87 53% 66 
6 53% 92 56% 75 
7 48% 89 48% 85 
8 80% 76 80% 74 

All  57% 508 59% 457 
 
 
Evaluation 
 

AF Bushwick 8th graders met this target, with 80% proficient in math. However, the school did not 
meet the target at any other grade levels, or overall. Performance has historically been very strong 
in math, and we attribute the decline to the more rigorous 2012-13 state exams.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
9 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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Additional Evidence 
 

As the table below illustrates, math performance has historically been strong at AF Bushwick. Prior 
to 2012-13, AF Bushwick approached 100% proficiency on time-adjusted proficiency.  
 

Mathematics Performance by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency  

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested Percent Number 
Tested 

3 100% 79 100% 84 58% 80 
4 96% 76 100% 76 58% 77 
5 93% 81 97% 67 53% 66 
6 94% 80 100% 72 56% 75 
7 99% 71 97% 77 48% 85 
8 100% 72 100% 68 80% 74 

All 97% 439 99% 442 59% 457 
 
 

Goal 1: Absolute Measure 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State mathematics exam will 
meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 
 
Method 
 
The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual yearly progress 
towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets an Annual Measurable 
Objective (AMO) each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the goal 
of proficiency in the state’s learning standards in mathematics.  To achieve this measure, all tested 
students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that equals or exceeds the current year’s 
mathematics AMO.  The PLI is calculated by adding the sum of the percent of all tested students at 
Levels 2 through 4 with the sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 3 and 4.  Thus, the 
highest possible PLI is 200.10 
 
Results 
 

The mathematics PI for AF Bushwick in 2012-13 was 150. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
10 In contrast to SED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.    
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Mathematics 2012-13 Performance Level Index (PLI)  
 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

  36 38 19  
      
  PI = 36 + 38 + 19 = 93  
        38 + 19 = 57  
           PLI = 150  

 
Evaluation 
 

The State Education Department has not 
recalibrated the AMO to align with the new 
Mathematics 3-8 testing program  

 
 

Leave Blank 
  
Goal 1: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state mathematics exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 
 
Method 
 

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in the 
surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in which 
the school had tested students in at least their second year at the school and the total result for all 
students at the corresponding grades in the school district.11 
 
Results 
 
Math performance on the New York state test at AF Bushwick has been strong. Performance has been 
well above the sending district, Community School District 32, and prior to the 2012-13 revision of the 
state test, AF Bushwick consistently surpassed the 75% absolute target. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
11 Schools can acquire these data when the State Education Department releases its Access database containing grade level ELA 
and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The SED announces the release of the data on its News Release 
webpage. 

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/
http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/
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2012-13 State Mathematics Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 

 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year All District Students 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested 
3 58% 80 16%  
4 58% 77 20%  
5 53% 66 15%  
6 56% 75 14%  
7 48% 85 12%  
8 80% 74 15%  

All 59% 457 15%  
 
Evaluation 
 

AF Bushwick met this target overall and at each grade level. Performance was particularly strong in 
grade 8, where 80% of scholars were proficient on the new and very rigorous state exam.  
 
Additional Evidence 
 

Despite the overall decline in proficiency rate in math, AF Bushwick continued the pattern of 
dramatically outperforming the local district on the state math exam.  

 
Mathematics Performance of Charter School and Local District 

by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are at 
Proficiency Compared to Local District Students  

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

3 78% 44% 86% 44% 58% 16% 
4 79% 48% 84% 56% 58% 20% 
5 77% 53% 92% 55% 53% 15% 
6 84% 47% 100% 52% 56% 14% 
7 85% 46% 94% 44% 48% 12% 
8 100% 40% 100% 42% 80% 15% 

All 86% 46% 93% 49% 59% 15% 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

AF Bushwick Charter School 2012-13 Accountability Plan Progress Report                                                                    Page 16 

 
Goal 1: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state mathematics exam 
by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a small degree) according 
to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State.12 

 
Method 
 
The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which compares the 
school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-wide.  The Institute uses a 
regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the 
predicted performance of public schools with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  
The difference between the schools’ actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools 
with similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3 or 
performing higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for achieving this measure.   
 
Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2012-13 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2011-12 results (using 
free-lunch eligible percentage), the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   
 
Results 
 
AF Bushwick significantly exceeded our target aggregate Effect Size.  These results are shown in the 
following table. 

 
2011-12 Mathematics Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

 

Grade 
Percent 

Eligible for 
Free Lunch  

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 
3 

 

86 86.0 51.5 34.5 1.82 
4 77 84.5 60.1 24.4 1.33 
5 88 92.0 58.0 34.0 1.71 
6 85 100.0 52.5 47.5 2.22 
7 84 94.0 50.5 43.5 2.01 
8 69 100.0 47.8 52.2 2.32 

All 69.0% 489 92.6 53.5 39.1 1.90 
 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher than expected to a large degree. 

                                                   
12 The Institute will begin using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the demographic variable in 
2012-13.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.      
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Evaluation 
 
AF Bushwick exceeded this target. 
 
Additional Evidence 
 
Over the four years in which Effect Size data has been available, AF Bushwick has consistently 
surpassed the target Effect Size. 

 
Mathematics Comparative Performance by School Year 

 

School 
Year Grades 

Percent 
Eligible for 
Free Lunch 

Number 
Tested Actual Predicted Effect 

Size 

2009-10 3-7 63.5% 393 72.7% 52.1% 1.07 
2010-11 3-8 67.4% 469 82.5% 52.1% 1.49 
2011-12 3-8 69.0% 442 92.6% 53.5% 1.90 

 
 
 
Goal 1: Growth Measure13  
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted median 
growth percentile.   
 
Method 
 

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2012-13 and also 
have a state exam score in 2011-12 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2011-12 scores are ranked by their 2012-13 scores and assigned a 
percentile based on their relative growth in performance (mean growth percentile).  Students’ 
growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order 
for a school to perform above the statewide median, it must have a mean growth percentile greater 
than 50.    
 

The State Education Department has not yet 
reported schools’ mean growth percentiles 
for the 2012-13 school year.   

 
 
 

                                                   
13 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 

http://www.newyorkcharters.org/documents/Accountability/Accountability%20Plan%20Guidelines%202013.pdf


   

AF Bushwick Charter School 2012-13 Accountability Plan Progress Report                                                                    Page 18 

Results 
 

  
Leave Blank 

 
 
 
 
Summary of the Mathematics Goal 
 

AF Bushwick achieved both of its comparative targets, but did not achieve the absolute goal of 75% 
proficiency. Data for the remaining measures is not yet available.  
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State 
mathematics exam for grades 3-8.  

 
Did Not Achieve 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the 
state mathematics exam will meet that year’s Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

 TBD 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state mathematics 
exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested grades in the 
local school district.  

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing 
higher than expected to a small degree) according to a regression analysis 
controlling for economically disadvantaged students among all public 
schools in New York State. (Using 2011-12 school district results.) 

Achieved 

Growth 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will 
be above the state’s unadjusted median growth percentile.   

TBD 

 
 
Action Plan 
 
The math program is guided by standards-aligned scope and sequence documents, and draws on the 
enVision math program. Daily instruction includes math facts practice, teacher-led introduction of the 
aim for the day, workshop time, independent practice, and an exit ticket. The strong curriculum and this 
combination of direct instruction, guided practice, and independent practice have been responsible for 
the relatively strong performance in meeting our accountability plan goals.  Over the last two years, AF 
Bushwick moved to Common Core aligned assessments and curriculum for the math program. Now that 
results from the state exams have been released the school leaders will be working closely with Network 
Support staff to examine the results and update curriculum, assessment, and instructional strategies 
appropriately.  
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SCIENCE 
 
Goal 3: Science 
Students will demonstrate proficiency in the understanding and application of scientific principles. 
 
Background 
 
AF Bushwick increased the rigor of the grade 8 science course, consistent with the Next Generation 
Science Standards and the Framework for K-12 Science Education produced by the National 
Research Council. As part of this transition, we administered the Earth Science Regents exam as the 
8th grade state science assessment, which is a significantly more difficult exam. In 2012-13, we also 
utilized an upgraded grade 8 Earth Science curriculum. 
 
Goal 3: Absolute Measure 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at 
proficiency on the New York State science examination. 
 
Method 
 

The school administered the New York State Testing Program science assessment to students in 4th 
in spring 2013, and the Earth Science Regents exam to students in the 8th grade.  The school 
converted each student’s raw score to a performance level and a grade-specific scaled score.  The 
criterion for success on this measure requires students enrolled in at least their second year 
(defined as enrolled by BEDS day of the previous school year) to score at proficiency.   
 
Results 
The results for this measure are summarized below. For 8th grade, “Proficiency” is defined as scoring 
65 on the Earth Science Regents. 
 

Charter School Performance on 2012-13 State Science Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year All District Students 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested 
4 98.7% 76 TBD TBD 
8 56% 75 TBD TBD 

 
 
Evaluation 
AF Bushwick met this target overall, but not at the 8th grade level on the more rigorous Earth 
Science exam.  
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Additional Evidence 
 
At Grade 4, AF Bushwick has consistently surpassed the absolute 75% target.  
 

Science Performance by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year at 
Proficiency 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Percent 

 
Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested Percent Number 
Tested 

4 86% 76 92% 77 98.7% 76 
8 88% 52 27% 69 56 % 75 

All 87% 128 87% 146 77% 151 
 
 

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year and performing at 
proficiency on the state science exam will be greater than that of all students in the same tested 
grades in the local school district. 
 
Method 
The school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in 
the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in 
which the school had tested students in at least their second year and the results for the respective 
grades in the local school district.   
 
Results 
Science results for New York City traditional district schools are not yet available.  As a result, this 
comparison cannot be completed at this time. 

 
2012-13 State Science Exam  

Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year All District Students 

Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested 
4 98.7% 76 TBD TBD 
8 56% 75 TBD TBD 

 
 
Evaluation 
 
Science results for New York City traditional district schools are not yet available.  As a result, this 
comparison cannot be completed at this time. 
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Additional Evidence 
 
Science results for New York City traditional district schools are not yet available.  As a result, this 
comparison cannot be completed at this time. 

 
Science Performance of Charter School and Local District 

by Grade Level and School Year 
 

Grade 

Percent of Charter School Students at Proficiency and Enrolled in At Least their 
Second Year Compared to Local District Students 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

4 86%  92%  98.7%  
8 88%  27%  56%  

All 87%  87%  77%  
 

Summary of the Science Goal 
 

AF Bushwick achieved the absolute target overall for science proficiency, but did not achieve the 
target at the 8th grade level on the Earth Science Regents exam.  
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at proficiency on the New 
York State examination. 

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the 
state exam will be greater than that of all students in the 
same tested grades in the local school district. 

TBD 

 
 
Action Plan 
 
In the 2013-14 school year the AF Network Support teaching and learning team will be replicating the 
“shared lesson planning” strategy piloted in ELA and math over the past two years for middle school 
science to ensure that each science teacher has a robust set of high standards lesson planning 
resources. Based on our high performance historically, we are optimistic that this improved, better-
aligned curriculum will help us meet the 8th grade target moving forward.  
 
 
 NCLB 
 

Goal 5: NCLB 
The school will make Adequate Yearly Progress. 
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Goal 5: Absolute Measure 
Under the state’s NCLB accountability system, the school’s Accountability Status is in good standing:  
the state has not identified the school as a Focus School nor determined that it has met the criteria 
to be identified as a local-assistance-plan school.   
 
Method 
 

Since all students are expected to meet the state's learning standards, the federal No Child Left 
Behind legislation stipulates that various sub-populations and demographic categories of students 
among all tested students must meet state proficiency standards.  New York, like all states, 
established a system for making these determinations for its public schools.  Each year the state 
issues School Report Cards which indicate each school’s status under the state’s No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) accountability system.   
   
Results 
 

The NCLB Accountability Status for Achievement First Bushwick is “In Good Standing.” 
 

Evaluation 
 

AF Bushwick Charter School has maintained its good standing in the state NCLB accountability 
system since it opened in 2006-2007. 
 
Additional Evidence 
 

AF Bushwick has remained in Good Standing for the duration of its charter.  
 
 

NCLB Status by Year 
   

Year Status 
2010-11 Good Standing 
2011-12 Good Standing 
2012-13 Good Standing 
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APPENDIX A: HIGH SCHOOL GOALS AND MEASURES 
 
 
COLLEGE PREPARATION 
 
 GOAL 7: COLLEGE PREPARATION 
AF Bushwick graduates will be prepared to gain entrance to and succeed in competitive colleges 
and  
 
  
Goal 7: Comparative Measure 
Each year, the average performance of students in the 10th grade will exceed the state average on 
the PSAT test in Critical Reading and Mathematics. 
 
 
Method 
 
This measure tracks student performance one of the most commonly used early high school college 
prep assessment. Students receive a scale score in critical reading, writing and mathematics.  Scale 
scores range from 200 to 800 on each subsection with 1600 as the highest possible score.  As 
students may choose to take the test multiple times, the school reports only on a student’s highest 
score on each subsection.  Compare school averages to the New York State average for all 10th 
grade (sophomore) test takers in the given year.   
 
Results 
The results for the only AF Bushwick 10th grade class to take the PSAT are shown below.  
 
 

10th Grade PSAT Performance by School Year  
 

School 
Year 

Number of 
Students in 

the 10th Grade 

Number of 
Students 
Tested 

Critical Reading Mathematics 
School  New York 

State 
School  New York 

State 
2010-11 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2011-12 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
2012-13 30 26 38.6 45.4 41.4 46.5 
 
Evaluation 
In 2012-13, the 10th grade class did not surpass the NY State Average, and as a result this target was 
not achieved.  
 
 

APPENDIX B: OPTIONAL GOALS 
 
The following section contains a Parent Satisfaction optional goal, as well as examples of possible 
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optional measures. 
 
Goal S: Parent Satisfaction 
There is high trust among the school community and a culture of excellence. 
 
Goal S: Absolute Measure 
80% of families will give the school a grade of B or higher on the parent satisfaction survey. 
 
Method 
The parent survey is designed by Achievement First and distributed to all enrolled families in the 
students’ homework folders and made available at Report Card Night.  Results from the 2012-13 
parent survey are not yet available. 
 
Results 
 

The tables below show the return rate of family satisfaction surveys and summarize the feedback 
parents provided through these surveys. 

  
 

Family Survey Results, 2010-2013 
 

  2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Elementary 
A or B 99% 97% 97% 

Response Rate 34% 98% 99% 

Middle 
A or B 93% 89% 94% 

Response Rate 69% 94% 99% 

High School 
A or B N/A 97% 91% 

Response Rate N/A 78% 99% 

 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
AF Bushwick has kept parents engaged and satisfied, easily exceeding its parent satisfaction goal of 80% 
of parents giving the school a “B” or higher, as shown below. We are pleased that as our efforts to 
increase the response rate have been successful, the satisfaction rates have remained high. 
 
 
Goal S: Absolute Measure 
Each year, 90% of parents will demonstrate their satisfaction with the school by choosing the keep 
their child enrolled at AF Bushwick.  This metric does not include students who move out of the 
borough, transfer off their waiting list to a different AF school, move to where transportation makes 
it prohibitive to attend; gain admission to a competitive private/parochial/specialized school; or 
transfer to a highly-specialized school to meet extreme IEP needs. 
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Method 
All student withdrawals from Achievement First Bushwick Charter School are carefully tracked and 
monitored on the school’s “Dashboard of Indicators,’ a document published bi-monthly for review 
by the Board of Trustees.  Please note that this measure evaluates student retention between the 
beginning of 2012-13 and the beginning of 2013-14. The figures reported below reflect overall 
attrition over the course of the year, rather than just attrition between the last day of school and 
the first day of school in the next year, to ensure that all student attrition is captured in the 
measure. 
 
“Loss attrition” is defined as student attrition for unacceptable reasons, and does not include 
students who move out of the borough; transfer off their waiting list to a different AF school; move 
to where transportation makes it prohibitive to attend; gain admission to a competitive 
private/parochial/specialized school; or transfer to a highly-specialized school to meet extreme IEP 
needs. 
 
Results 
 
The following table shows the retention rate of students between 2012-13 and 2013-14. Please 
note that final re-enrollment statistics are currently being vetted, and will be updated in early 
September. 

 
2012-13 Student Retention Rate 

 

2011-12 Enrollment 
Number of Students 
Who Graduated in 

2011-12 

Number of Students 
Who Returned in 

2012-13 

Retention Rate 
2012-13 Re-enrollment ÷  

(2011-12 Enrollment – Graduates) 
788 0 TBD TBD 

 
Evaluation 
 
AF Bushwick measures both total attrition and loss attrition, both of which we believe are more rigorous 
indicators than our original accountability plan goal of measuring only attrition that takes place over the 
summer (which would not capture during-the-year attrition). Loss attrition is defined as the loss of 
students for any reason other than moving out of the borough, moving to a location where 
transportation makes attending the school prohibitive, transferring to another AF school, or transferring 
to another school to meet the requirements of a highly restrictive IEP.  Data is still being reviewed by 
each academy to ensure that all students are properly counted before the final attrition rate is 
calculated. Over the preceding  two years, the attrition rates for AF Bushwick were as follows: 
 
Loss Attrition 

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Elementary 4.3% 3.2% TBD 

Middle 10.1% 6.1% TBD 
High School 17.1% 6.7% TBD 
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Total Attrition 
 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Elementary 11% 8% TBD 
Middle 21% 17% TBD 

High School 18% 10% TBD 
 
While we have shown improvement at each level, total attrition still exceeds the 10% accountability plan 
target, and loss attrition slightly exceeds the internal  5% “loss” attrition target. We hope that the 
decreases to date will continue, as a result of our continued efforts to intervene early and often with 
students who are struggling academically or behaviorally. 
 
 
Goal S: Absolute Measure 
Each year the school will have a daily attendance rate of at least 95 percent. 
 
Method 
Attendance is tracked daily by homeroom teachers at Achievement First Bushwick and entered into 
an electronic student information system.  Attendance totals are reported to the board of trustees 
on a bi-monthly schedule. 
 
Results 
The table below shows attendance rate by academy as well as overall attendance.   
 
2012-13 Attendance 
Academy Attendance Rate 
ES 97.8% 
MS 98.3% 
HS 98.6% 
Overall 98.2% 
 

Evaluation 
 
AF Bushwick met or surpassed the 95% attendance rate target overall, and each grade level. 
 
Additional Evidence 

Year Average Daily 
Attendance Rate 

2009-10 97% 

2010-11 97% 

2011-12 98% 

2012-13 98% 
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