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Other Student Assessment Data
2008-09

Name of Charter School: Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

Name of Test: Terra Nova – 3 Subtest: Reading

Grade Date of
Test

(DOT)

# Enrolled
in Grade
on DOT

# Absent
on Grade
on DOT

#
Exempted
in Grade
by IEP

#
Exempted
in Grade
by ELL
Status

#
Students
Assessed

in Grade*

Score
(Indicate

Type of Score,
e.g., NCE)

Qualitative
Level and
Percent

Attaining**

Other
***

1 10/15/08 59 0 0 0 59 39.0 (MNCE)
1 6/09/09 59 2 0 0 57 46.8 (MNCE)
2 6/09/09 60 0 0 0 60 48.3 (MNCE)
3 6/09/09 59 0 0 0 59 49.4 (MNCE)
4 6/09/09 55 0 0 0 55 45.3 (MNCE)
5 6/09/09 52 0 0 0 52 54.9 (MNCE)

* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their
ELL status.

**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in
each grade who attained each level. If not applicable, enter “NA.”

*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given. If not applicable, enter “NA.



Other Student Assessment Data
2008-09

Name of Charter School: Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

Name of Test: Terra Nova – 3 Subtest: Language (Grades 3, 4, 5 only)

Grade Date of
Test

(DOT)

# Enrolled
in Grade
on DOT

# Absent
on Grade
on DOT

#
Exempted
in Grade
by IEP

# Exempted
in Grade
by ELL
Status

#
Students
Assessed

in Grade*

Score
(Indicate Type
of Score, e.g.,

NCE)

Qualitative
Level and
Percent

Attaining**

Other
***

3 6/09/09 59 2 0 0 57 47.4 (MNCE)
4 6/09/09 55 0 0 0 55 41.7 (MNCE)
5 6/09/09 52 0 0 0 52 52.0 (MNCE)

* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their
ELL status.

**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in
each grade who attained each level. If not applicable, enter “NA.”

*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given. If not applicable, enter “NA.



Other Student Assessment Data
2008-09

Name of Charter School: Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

Name of Test: Terra Nova – 3 Subtest: Mathematics

Grade Date of
Test

(DOT)

# Enrolled
in Grade
on DOT

# Absent
on Grade
on DOT

#
Exempted
in Grade
by IEP

#
Exempted
in Grade
by ELL
Status

# Students
Assessed

in Grade*

Score
(Indicate Type
of Score, e.g.,

NCE)

Qualitative
Level and
Percent

Attaining**

Other
***

1 10/16/08 59 0 0 0 59 37.8 (MNCE)
1 6/10/09 59 2 0 0 57 44.0 (MNCE)
2 6/10/09 60 0 0 0 60 39.7 (MNCE)
3 6/10/09 59 0 0 0 59 46.2 (MNCE)
4 6/10/09 55 0 0 0 55 46.3 (MNCE)
5 6/10/09 52 0 0 0 52 55.3 (MNCE)

* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their
ELL status.

**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in
each grade who attained each level. If not applicable, enter “NA.”

*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given. If not applicable, enter “NA.
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Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN FOR THE CHARTER PERIOD

ENDING JUNE 30, 2013

Academic Goals

English Language Arts

Goal: Students will become proficient readers and writers of the English Language.

Absolute Proficiency

Each year, 75 percent of 3rd through 5th graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will
perform at or above Level 3 on the New York State ELA examination.

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index on the State ELA exam will meet its
Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the State’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
accountability system.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State ELA exam in each tested grade will be greater than that of the
local school district.

Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State ELA exam by at
least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) according to a
regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among all public schools in
New York State.

Value Added to Student Learning

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between the percent at
or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State ELA exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on
the current year’s State ELA exam.1

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between their average
NCE in the previous spring on the TerraNova, a nationally-normed reading test, and an NCE of
50 (i.e., grade-level) in the current spring.2 Note: This optional measure is not included in the
school’s Accountability Plan Progress Report.

1 If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show
at least an increase in the current year.
2 If a grade-level cohort exceeds an NCE of 50 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show at least an
increase in the current year.
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Mathematics

Goal: Students will demonstrate mastery of grade level mathematical concepts.

Absolute Proficiency

Each year, 75 percent of 3rd through 5th graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will
perform at or above Level 3 on the New York State Mathematics examination.

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index on the State mathematics exam will meet
its Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the State’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
accountability system.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State Mathematics exam in each tested grade will be greater than that
of the local school district.

Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State Mathematics
exam by at least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) according
to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among all public schools
in New York State.

Value Added to Student Learning

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between the percent at
or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State Mathematics exam and 75 percent at or above
Level 3 on the current year’s State Mathematics exam.3

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between their average
NCE in the previous spring on the TerraNova, a nationally-normed math test, and an NCE of 50
(i.e., grade-level) in the current spring.4 Note: This optional measure is not included in the
school’s Accountability Plan Progress Report.

3 If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show
at least an increase in the current year.
4 If a grade-level cohort exceeds an NCE of 50 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show at least an
increase in the current year.
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Science

Goal: Students will demonstrate competency in the understanding and application of scientific
reasoning.

Absolute Proficiency

Each year, 75 percent of fourth graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will
perform at or above Level 3 on the New York State Science examination.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State Science exam will be greater than that of the local school
district.

Social Studies

Goal: Students will demonstrate competency in the understanding and application of social
studies concepts.

Absolute Proficiency

Each year, 75 percent of fifth graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will perform
at or above Level 3 on the New York State Social Studies examination.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State Social Studies exam will be greater than that of the local school
district.

Additional Required Academic Measure

Under the state’s NCLB accountability system, the school’s Accountability Status will be “Good
Standing” each year.
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Mr. Jason Sarsfield prepared this 2008-09 Accountability Progress Report on behalf of the school’s
Board of Trustees:

Trustee’s Name Board Position
Ms. Kimberly (Morgan) Kelly Chair; Complaint Review Committee; Teacher

Employment Committee; Policy/Governance
Committee

Mr. Marvin Waldman Vice Chair; Teacher Employment Committee;
Fundraising/Development Committee

Dr. Marilyn Maye Treasurer; Finance/Audit Committee;
Fundraising/Development Committee

Mr. William Bernhardt Secretary; Teacher Employment Committee
Mr. Jefferyson A. Barnes, Sr. Trustee; Fundraising/Development Committee
Dr. Paula Hajar Trustee; Complaint Review Committee
Mr. Lowell Lifschultz Trustee; Policy/Governance Committee
Mr. Daniel Fergus Tamulonis Teacher Representative Trustee; Complaint

Review Committee
Ms. Flora Thompson Parent Representative Trustee; Complaint

Review Committee; Teacher Employment
Committee

Dr. Theodore Swartz Trustee; Policy/Governance Committee,
Finance/Audit Committee

Mr. Everett Wallace Trustee; Finance/Audit Committee; Teacher
Employment Committee;
Fundraising/Development Committee

Ms. Crystal Williams Teacher Representative Trustee;
Policy/Governance Committee
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2008-09 Characteristics of Student Population

Characteristic Percent Number
American Indian or Alaskan Native 0.0 0 (345)
Asian or Pacific Islander 0.6 2 (345)
Black 93.3 322 (345)
White 0.0 0 (345)
Hispanic or Latino 5.2 18 (345)
Multi-Racial 0.6 2 (345)

Economically Disadvantaged 68.1 235 (345)

Special Education 5.2 18 (345)

Limited English Proficient 0.0 0 (345)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Goal 1: English Language Arts
Students will become proficient readers and writers of the English language.

Background

The school’s English Language Arts curriculum is very closely aligned to the New York State Core
Curriculum Standards. Bronx Better Learning’s pedagogical approach, the subordination of teaching
to learning, incorporates, especially in the early grades, materials and techniques that constitute the
“Words in Color” program, for instruction in English language arts. That program addresses all five
elements of scientifically-based approaches to reading and writing instruction: phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and text comprehension. As students progress through the grades,
more traditional materials, including, for example, Junior Great Books and “Portals to Reading,”
along with instructional programs supportive of the school’s pedagogical approach, most notably,
Writing Workshop, are incorporated into instructional activities to ensure that students are (1) able to
read effectively and efficiently in all genres and subjects, (2) afforded sufficient practice in refining
their skills, including demonstrating those skills on New York State examinations and standardized
tests of academic achievement, and (3) exposed to a wide range of activities that will prepare them
for continued academic success in more conventional school settings. Regardless of the materials
used, Bronx Better Learning teachers are expected to implement the school’s pedagogical approach;
therefore, extensive and intensive professional development is provided to them, including available
daily in-class support.
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by 9.6 percentage points (69.2% to 78.8%) from 2007-08, which surpassed the target. The aggregate
percentage of students that performed at Level 3 or above for both cohorts increased by 7.6
percentage points (68.6% to 76.2%), which also surpassed the established target.

Cohort Growth on State ELA Exam from 2007-08 to 2008-09

Grade
Cohort

Size

Percent at Levels 3 and 4
Change

Target
Achieved

2007-08 Target 2008-09

4 53 67.9 71.45 73.6 5.7 YES
5 52 69.2 72.1 78.8 9.6 YES

All 105 68.6 71.8 76.2 7.6 YES

Evaluation

Since both of the two available cohorts met the established growth target, as well as all students
combined enrolled in at least their second year, Bronx Better Learning met its objective for this
outcome measure. The school exceeded its target by a margin of 2.15 percentage points for the
2008-09 Grade 4 cohort, 6.7 percentage points for the Grade 5 cohort, and 4.4 percentage points in
the aggregate.

Additional Evidence

As the table below indicates, three year trend data demonstrate consistent progress toward meeting
this outcome measure. In 2006-07, the single cohort under analysis experienced growth of minus 6.4
percentage points, thus not meeting the target. However, in 2007-08 one cohort (Grade 4)
experienced no growth, while the other (Grade 5) experienced a positive change of 14.3 percentage
points, with an aggregate growth of 7.2 percentage points. Both cohorts met their exceeded their
targets from 2007-08 to 2008-09, demonstrating consistent improvement of performance against this
measure.

Cohort Performance on State English Language Arts Exam
Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year

School Year
Cohort
Grades

Number of Cohorts
Meeting Target

Number of Cohorts

2006-07 4 0 1
2007-08 4, 5 1 2
2008-09 4, 5 2 2
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SUMMARY

As delineated in the following table, during the 2008-09 school year, Bronx Better Learning met its
first, second, third, and fifth measures for Goal 1, and did not meet its fourth measure (which actually
represents performance in 2007-08).

Measure Type Description
Outcome
2008-09

1 Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on
the New York State examination.

Met

2 Absolute
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system.

Met

3 Comparative

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in
the same tested grades in the local school district.

Met

4 Comparative
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.

Did Not Meet
(2007-08)

5 Value Added

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous
year’s State ELA exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on
the current year’s State ELA exam.

Met

ACTION PLAN

As a result of a careful analysis and review of the results all state examination results related to
English language arts, other standardized and interim assessment measures, and teacher reflection,
Bronx Better Learning will undertake the following steps to improve academic achievement in the
reading and writing of the English Language, and thereby fully meet Goal 1:

1. Bronx Better Learning has developed a refined approach to supporting the needs of its
teachers, referred to as the Revised Framework for Professional Development. Each teacher,
in collaboration with administrators and professional development specialists, will develop
an individual professional development plan. In that plan, teachers will focus on targeted,
observable student performance items and teacher behaviors, which may include the teaching
of reading and writing.

2. Bronx Better Learning plans to increase our cadre of on-site Professional Development
Specialists by an FTE of 1.0. We will seek to fill that position with an individual who brings
added expertise in the implementation of both Reading and Writing Workshop, as both of
those programs support implementation of the Subordination of Teaching to Learning, with
certain modifications. In addition, the school will continue to contract for the services of
Mrs. Shakti Gattegno, an expert in the Subordination of Teaching to Learning, and the wife
and close professional colleague of the late Dr. Caleb Gattegno, who was responsible for
developing the instructional approach the school utilizes.
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3. Bronx Better Learning has refined the structures in place to assist students at-risk of
academic failure. The school will add two additional full-time teachers, for a total of 5 full-
time teachers, to assist struggling students. More importantly, the school will use more of
those teachers than ever before in co-teaching positions to better meet the needs of struggling
students. Further to assist struggling students, the members of the school’s leadership team
will be responsible for a small subgroup of students who have been identified based on our
analysis of state and standardized test scores. Those staff members will meet regularly with
each identified student, providing academic and non-academic support, to ensure that the
child has a personal connection and relationship in addition to that of the regular classroom
teachers. Finally, the school has developed a multi-tier system of instructional support for
struggling students based on assessment data, consisting of short-term support, mid-level
support, and intensive long-term support.

4. In the spring of 2009, the school’s leadership team conducted item and gap analysis of the
state examination results for English language arts. Then members of the team guided
teachers through a process of curriculum refinement. Revised curriculum maps were
developed in each grade level. In addition, moving forward in 2009-10 there will be
coordinated school-wide author and genre studies. A “test genre” has also been added to the
curriculum, as opposed to traditional “test prep,” to assist students in understanding complex
questions that are presented to them in standardized and other formal tests. As a result of that
work, the school’s written curriculum is more cohesive with stronger grade-to-grade
articulation, which should result in increased student achievement in this goal area.

5. With respect to the implementation of the revised curriculum maps, each grade level will be
monitored by one of the school’s administrators and/or professional development specialists
to ensure the appropriate and consistent implementation of the school’s written curriculum.

6. Bronx Better Learning will continue to more fully implement the Writing Workshop program
in all tested grades. That practice will include more structured professional development
opportunities for teachers in using the program, including teachers’ assuming the role of
student to improve their own writing skills. In addition, the school will begin to implement
Reading Workshop in the 2009-10 school year, which together with Writing Workshop, will
complement the use of Words in Color and other materials, techniques and activities
associated with Gattegno’s approach to literacy.

7. Bronx Better Learning will begin using the Diagnostic Reading Assessment – 2 (DRA – 2)
on a more regular basis in 2009-10. Teachers will receive training in the use of the DRA – 2
and will use the instrument to better monitor the progress of their students, and to target
specific interventions for struggling students.

8. To cultivate a love of reading and learning, Bronx Better Learning will continue to expand its
collection of children’s literature and other resources, including in-class libraries and a wider
collection of appropriately leveled reading books. In addition, teachers will be provided
ongoing support from professional development specialists to assist them with the strategic
use of those resources within the English language arts curriculum.
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actually experienced a decrease in performance of 4.2 percentage points. A significant decrease in
performance according to this measure was observed in 2008-09.

Cohort Performance on Mathematics Exam
Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year

School Year
Cohort
Grades

Number of Cohorts
Meeting Target

Number of Cohorts

2006-07 4 0 1
2007-08 4, 5 1 2
2008-09 3 – 5 0 2

SUMMARY

As delineated in the following table, during the 2008-09 school year, Bronx Better Learning met its
first, second, and third outcome measures for Goal 2, and did not meet the fourth measure (which
actually represented performance in 2007-08) and fifth measures.

Measure Type Description
Outcome
2008-09

1 Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on
the New York State examination.

Met

2 Absolute
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system.

Met

3 Comparative

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in
the same tested grades in the local school district.

Met

4 Comparative
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.

Not Met
(2007-08)

5 Value Added

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous
year’s State mathematics exam and 75 percent at or above
Level 3 on the current year’s State mathematics exam.

Not Met

ACTION PLAN

As a result of a careful analysis and review of the results all state examination results related to
Mathematics, other standardized and interim assessment measures, and teacher reflection, Bronx
Better Learning will undertake the following steps to improve academic achievement in
Mathematics, and thereby fully meet Goal 2:

1. Bronx Better Learning has developed a refined approach to supporting the needs of its
teachers, referred to as the Revised Framework for Professional Development. Each teacher,
in collaboration with administrators and professional development specialists, will develop
an individual professional development plan. In that plan, teachers will focus on targeted,
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observable student performance items and teacher behaviors, which may include the teaching
of mathematics.

2. Bronx Better Learning plans to increase its cadre of on-site Professional Development
Specialists by an FTE of 1.0. While that person’s efforts will focus primarily on improving
teaching in English language arts, the presence of an additional PD Specialist will serve
additionally to free up time for two of our current PD Specialists to concentrate more than in
the past on mathematics instruction. In addition, we will continue to retain the services of
mathematics consultant Dr. Arthur Powell of Rutgers University. He will visit the school
twice a month on average, training the teachers through workshops and lesson studies.

3. Bronx Better Learning has refined the structures in place to assist students at-risk of
academic failure. The school will add two additional full-time teachers, for a total of 5 full-
time teachers, to assist struggling students. More importantly, the school will use more of
those teachers than ever before in co-teaching positions to better meet the needs of struggling
students. Further to assist struggling students, the members of the school’s leadership team
will be responsible for a small subgroup of students who have been identified based on our
analysis of state and standardized test scores. Those staff members will meet regularly with
each identified student, providing academic and non-academic support, to ensure that the
child has a personal connection and relationship in addition to that of the regular classroom
teachers. Finally, the school has developed a multi-tier system of instructional support for
struggling students based on assessment data, consisting of short-term support, mid-level
support, and intensive long-term support.

4. In the spring of 2009, the school’s leadership team conducted item and gap analysis of the
state examination results for mathematics. Then members of the team guided teachers
through a process of curriculum refinement. Revised mathematics curriculum maps were
developed in each grade level. In addition, moving forward in 2009-10, additional resources
particular to our pedagogical approach are being woven into the scope and sequence
document to aid teachers in planning their instruction. Those resources include Gattegno
Mini-tests, as well as activities developed by practitioners of the approach. Besides aiding
teachers in their day-to-day practice, this effort will make the school’s mathematics
curriculum more cohesive, with clearer grade-to-grade articulation, in order to increase
student achievement in this goal area.

5. With respect to the implementation of the revised curriculum maps, each grade level will be
monitored by one of the school’s administrators and/or professional development specialists
to ensure their appropriate and consistent implementation.

6. In the 5th grade, where a significant decrease in student performance has been noted, as
measured by the state assessment in mathematics, we are taking the following two significant
steps to improve students’ performance in the future: we are increasing the number of 5th

grade classes from two to three, with no significant variation in the total number of students
in 5th grade, and we are increasing the number of 5th grade teachers, from 3.5 FTE to 5.0
FTE. The teacher:pupil ratio in 5th grade will improve, from 14.9:1 to 10.4:1. (Note: during
the 2008-09 school year, one of our two 5th grade classes had two full-teachers assigned, with
a part-time Social Studies teacher for both classes; during the 2009-10 school year, two of
our three 5th grade classes will each have two full-time teachers assigned.)
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SUMMARY

As delineated in the following table, Bronx Better Learning did not meet the first measure within this
goal area, while data was not available at the time of the issuance of this report to determine progress
toward the second measure.

Measure Type Description
Outcome
2008-09

1 Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on
the New York State examination.

Not Met

2 Comparative

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least
their second year and performing at or above Level 3 on the
State science exam will be greater than that of the local school
district.

N/A

ACTION PLAN

As a result of a careful analysis and review of the results all state examination results related to
science, and teacher reflection, the Bronx Better Learning will undertake the following steps to
improve academic achievement in social studies, and thereby continue to fully meet Goal 3:

1. Bronx Better Learning has developed a refined approach to supporting needs of its teachers,
referred to as the Revised Framework for Professional Development. Each teacher, in
conjunction with administrators and professional development specialists, will develop an
individual professional development plan. In this plan, teachers will focus on targeted,
observable student and teacher outcomes, which may include the teaching of science.

2. The school will continue to use Science 21 as its primary resource within the teaching of
science. Teachers will be supported in the use of these materials. The school will continue to
support teachers’ participation at professional development seminars within grade levels.
Teachers will then “turnkey” that training, by sharing their experiences with their grade-level
colleagues.

3. The school has developed and submitted to the State Education Department a correction
action plan regarding the administrative error that occurred prior to the administration of the
2008-09 Grade 4 Science Examination. All steps within this plan have been completed to
ensure that results moving forward will be valid.
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SUMMARY

As delineated in the following table, during the 2008-09 school year, Bronx Better Learning met its
first outcome measure for Goal 4. Since comparative data were not available at the time of the
preparation of this report, attainment of the second outcome measure could not be determined.

Measure Type Description
Outcome
2008-09

1 Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled
in at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3
on the New York State examination.

Met

2 Comparative

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least
their second year and performing at or above Level 3 on the
State Social Studies exam will be greater than that of the local
school district.

N/A

ACTION PLAN

As a result of a careful analysis and review of the results all state examination results related to social
studies, and teacher reflection, the Bronx Better Learning will undertake the following steps to
improve academic achievement in social studies, and thereby continue to fully meet Goal 4:

1. Bronx Better Learning has developed a refined approach to supporting needs of its teachers,
referred to as the Revised Framework for Professional Development. Each teacher, in
conjunction with administrators and professional development specialists, will develop an
individual professional development plan. In this plan, teachers will focus on targeted,
observable student and teacher outcomes, which may include the teaching of social studies.

2. As stated in the Action Plan for English language arts, the school refined its curriculum maps
at each grade level in the spring of 2009. Special attention was paid during this process to the
integration of social studies within the English language arts curriculum. Specifically,
themes consistent with author and genre study have been aligned within the written
curriculum.

3. To increase student achievement of grade level social studies skills and concepts, Bronx
Better Learning will review an item analysis of the results of the most recent NY State
Social Studies examination and identify those strands in which its students performed less
well. One of the school’s professional development specialists will lead teachers in
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 through the analysis of the results, prior to the start of the 2009-
2010 school year. Grade 5 teachers will adjust the sequence of their instructional
priorities to address the areas of greatest need prior to the Fall 2009 test administration.

4. Additionally, the school intends to pilot in at least one grade level the implementation of
an approach to social studies learning that is in close accord to its more general approach,
the subordination of teaching to learning. The social studies pilot will employ the
consultant services of a celebrated author of elementary level books that present history
as a series of stories, including those from a child’s perspective. The approach engages
students in “living history vicariously,” so that they will understand their lives, their
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society and their world from the relative perspective of other people, in other places and
other times. The consultant will conduct classroom visits and lesson studies, already
established resources in our more general framework for professional development, to
promote our teachers’ understanding and effective implementation of the approach.

NCLB Accountability

Goal 5: NCLB Accountability
Under the state’s NCLB accountability system, the school Accountability Status will be “Good
Standing” each year.

The school’s 2005-06 Accountability status was: Charter School In Good Standing
The school’s 2006-07 Accountability status was: Charter School In Good Standing
The school’s 2007-08 Accountability status was: Charter School In Good Standing
The school’s 2008-09 Accountability status was: Not Available































































2008-2009 School Year Calendar

September 2 Tuesday School Opens for Students (1/2 Day for
Kindergarten Students ONLY)

September 3 Wednesday 1/2 Day for Kindergarten Students ONLY

September 30 Tuesday Rosh Hashanah (School Closed)
October 1 & Wednesday

October 9 Thursday Yom Kippur (School Closed)

October 13 Monday Columbus Day Observed (School Closed)

November 4 Tuesday Election Day (School Closed)

November 11 Tuesday Veterans Day (School Closed)

November 27 & 28 Thursday Thanksgiving Recess (School Closed)
& Friday

December 24 Wednesday thru Winter Recess (School Closed)
January 2 Friday

January 19 Monday Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (School Closed)

February 16-20 Monday thru Midwinter Recess (School Closed)
Friday

April 9-17 Thursday thru Spring Recess (School Closed)
Friday

May 25 Monday Memorial Day Observed (School Closed)

June 4 Thursday Chancellor’s Conference Day (School Closed)

June 26 Friday Last Day of School for Students

* Calendar is subject to change
Last Update: April 11, 2008



2009-2010 School Year Calendar

September 9 Wednesday School Opens for Students (1/2 Day for
Kindergarten Students ONLY)

September 10 Thursday 1/2 Day for Kindergarten Students ONLY

September 28 Monday Yom Kippur (School Closed)

October 12 Monday Columbus Day Observed (School Closed)

November 3 Tuesday Election Day (School Closed)

November 11 Wednesday Veterans Day (School Closed)

November 26 & 27 Thursday Thanksgiving Recess (School Closed)
& Friday

December 24 Thursday thru Winter Recess (School Closed)
January 1 Friday

January 18 Monday Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (School Closed)

February 15-19 Monday thru Midwinter Recess (School Closed)
Friday

March 29 Monday thru Spring Recess (School Closed)
April 6 Tuesday

May 31 Monday Memorial Day Observed (School Closed)

June 10 Thursday Chancellor’s Conference Day (School Closed)

June 28 Monday Last Day of School for Students

* Calendar is subject to change
Last Update: July 7, 2009






