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9. GRADES SERVED IN SCHOOL YEAR 2013-14

Check all that apply

•  K

•  1

•  2

•  3

•  4

•  5

10. DOES THE SCHOOL CONTRACT WITH A CHARTER OR EDUCATIONAL
MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION?
 

Yes/No Name of CMO/EMO
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Charter School Name: 320900860872 GRAND CONCOURSE ACAD CS

1. NEW YORK STATE REPORT CARD

Provide a direct URL or web link to the most recent New York State School Report Card for the
charter school (See https://reportcards.nysed.gov/).

(Charter schools completing year one will not yet have a School Report Card or link to one. Please type "URL is not available" in the
space provided).

http://data.nysed.gov/profile.php?instid=800000057943
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INTRODUCTION

The mission of the Grand Concourse Academy Charter School (GCACS) is to create a 
challenging learning environment that addresses and meets the learning needs of students 
in New York City, especially those at risk of academic failure.

In a concentrated effort to prepare our students for entry into the very best middle and high 
schools in New York City, GCACS will seek to foster a sense of strong character, ethics, and 
personal responsibility, as well as high expectations for academic success.

GCACS will place a strong emphasis on the CORE subject areas, as well as offering 
focused enrichment in music, art, critical thinking skills, and foreign languages.  The Grand 
Concourse Academy Charter School will diligently seek to prepare students to meet and/or 
exceed New York State performance standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies. In addition, GCACS students will demonstrate advanced skills 
in the arts and will begin developing conversational skills in Spanish. The school will align 
and adjust student learning to the State performance standards, and use a variety of 
assessments to measure student progress in skills and content learning.

GCACS will support and encourage professional development opportunities aligned to the 
instructional program and will diligently seek and encourage active parental involvement 
and participation in the academic goals of the student.  In addition, the school will seek to 
involve and engage a variety of community organizations and community leaders as 
partners to enhance the academic success of every student.

Our Philosophy 

The fundamental belief at the Academy is that ALL CHILDREN CAN LEARN. All children 
have the right to attend schools in which they can progress and learn. They shall have a 
real opportunity to learn equally rigorous content. We hold our school accountable to the 
same standards as those of the highest performing schools in our state.

The Academy encourages teachers to engage in “Performance-based” instruction, so that 
our students learn both the basics and the higher-level skills they will need after 
graduation. Performance-based classes are more difficult to design and teach than the 
lecture approach, but they help children learn better and become excited about 
learning. Children learn by doing. Students are required to prove, through their projects and 
presentations, that they have mastered knowledge and skills in language arts, social 
studies, mathematics, and science.
 
Our school slogan is “Young children…Great Visions…Extraordinary Achievements”

For 2014-15 we have enhanced our program in a number of areas.  We created a new 
Early Childhood Learning Center.  The Kindergarten Learning Center was developed by 
combining two oversized classroom spaces to provide numerous learning opportunities for 
our incoming youngest students.  The Kindergarten Center is staffed with two full-time Early 
Childhood certified teachers, two full-time certified teacher assistants, a part-time school 
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counselor, and a part-time certified ESL teacher.  A resident artist from LeAp (Literacy 
Expanded through the Arts Program)) will provide enrichment in the areas of the performing 
arts, as well as the visual arts on a weekly basis.  The Kindergarten room hosts numerous 
learning centers that were designed to maximize the development of good social skills, as 
well as offering learning opportunities that encourage the growth of oral communication 
skills, the advancement of written expression and many activities to expand creative 
thinking skills.  The room is comprised of an expansive leveled library, a state of the art 
listening center, a Smartboard for interactive learning, a writing/publishing center that boasts 
an expansive blackboard wall to stimulate writing as a fun experience and laptops for 
independent writing, two rugged meeting areas, an art center/ building center and a 
housekeeping center.  This environment will support the acquisition of spoken and written 
language, as well as, supporting the development of a rich vocabulary, and offer authentic 
experiences t0 increase the knowledge base of general information that will serve as a 
foundation for future learning.

This year we have re-organized the leadership team. The principal oversees the Director of 

Curriculum and Instruction and Director of Operations and Finance.  The Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction, along with the principal, oversee all academic/curricular areas and provides 
support for teacher-led teams and committees.  This summer, the Core Curriculum Team 
was created and significant time was spent on teacher-created and refined pacing charts 
across subjects.  In addition, a teacher-led Curriculum Mapping Team met during the 
summer and developed the first two cycles of study for each grade, and led Professional 
Learning Committee Meetings in order to inform staff members of the initiative, process, 
and expectations.  Staff participation was encouraged in developing the next four cycles of 
study. 

This year we are fortunate to have three veteran teachers who are pursuing their 
administrative degree at Fordham University and Mercy College, and are completing their 
internships at GCACS. They provide coaching through demonstrations, non-supervisory 
teacher support,  and make adjustments in assessments.  There has been refinement 
of the assessment program to ensure cycle tests address CCLS.  Further, a teacher team 
created a bank of CCLS higher order question stems to ensure the rigor of classroom 
instruction.   The interns are assisting with this process to ensure its effectiveness.

The Director of Operations and Finance oversees all daily HR, operational and financial 
tasks and will work directly with the principal to align resources to ensure all instructional 
needs are met.  GCA has developed an integrated “Dashboard” analysis combining 
operational, financial and academic data reference points.  

The Principal and Directors are supported by an Administrative Manager who provides 
interdepartmental support, acts as a Parent and Community Outreach Coordinator, a point 
person for behavior modification and provides in-classroom support for students.
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To better support our students and families, GCACS has hired a full time school counselor.  
This position delivers increased parental outreach and provides in-house mandated and at-
risk counseling services.  Immediate support and intervention for students and families in 
crisis is now available on a full-time basis.   The counselor supports instruction through a 
“push-in” model by offering classroom support for positive reinforcement and focusing 
issues and concerns.

GCACS is now offering Expanded Educational Experiences in each grade to support 
instruction. 

o Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 5: LeAp (Literacy Expanded Through the 
Arts Program) 

o Grade 2:  Waterproofing Swimming Program

o Grade 3:  Recorders and Performance

o Grade 4: Urban Park Rangers Science Exploration Program

o Grades 3-5 Chorus

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year

School 
Year

K 1 2 3 4 5 Total

2010-11 77 78 52 52 74 63 396
2011-12 63 90 78 53 45 51 380
2012-13 63 78 105 72 41 33 392
2013-14 49 63 86 100 60 32 390
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Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will 
perform at proficiency on the New York State English language arts examination for grades 
3-8.  

Method

The school administered the New York State Testing Program English language arts 
assessment to students in 3 through 5 grades in April 2014.  Each student’s raw score has 
been converted to a grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.  

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.    

The table indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a 
detailed breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes 
all students according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second 
year.  

2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested

  

Grade
Total 

Tested

Not Tested
Total 

EnrolledIEP ELL
Absen

t
3 98 98

4 58 58

5 31 31
All 187 0 0 0 187

Results

Overall, 34 percent of second year students in grades 3-5 achieved standards 3 and 4 on 
the ELA exam this year.

Performance on 2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

Grade
s

All Students  
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year
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Percent
Number
Tested 

Percent
Number
Tested 

3 41 98 40 90
4 29 58 29 58
5 29 31 30 30

All 35% 187 34% 178

Evaluation

GCACS did not achieve this measure.

Additional Evidence

GCACS improved slightly from last year, but outperformed the local district, NYC and NYS 
on the NYS ELA exam in 2014.

English Language Arts Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Percen
t

Number 
Tested

Percent
Numbe

r 
Tested

Perce
nt

Numbe
r 
Tested

3 77 52 34 70 40 90
4 86 42 31 36 29 58
5 96 50 32 31 30 30

All 84% 144 33% 137 34% 178

Goal 1: Absolute Measure
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State English 
language arts exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the 
state’s NCLB accountability system.

Method

The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual yearly 
progress towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets an AMO 
each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the goal of 
proficiency in the state’s learning standards in English language arts.  To achieve this 
measure, all tested students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that equals 
or exceeds the 2013-14 English language arts AMO of 89.  The PLI is calculated by adding 
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the sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 2 through 4 with the sum of the 
percent of all tested students at Levels 3 and 4.  Thus, the highest possible PLI is 200.1

Results

All students tested on the NYS ELA exam achieved a PLI of 121 versus the target AMO of 
89.

English Language Arts 2013-14 Performance Level Index (PLI) 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
187 14 51 31 4

PI = 51 + 31 + 4 = 86
31 + 4 = 35

PLI = 121

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.
 
Goal 1: Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year 
and performing at proficiency on the state English language arts exam will be greater than 
that of all students in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Method

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for 
each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at the 
school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school district.2

Results

GCACS outperformed the Bronx District #9 in every grade on the NYS ELA exam.  Overall, 
more than 20 percent more students at GCACS achieved standards 3 and 4.

2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade Percent of Students at Proficiency

1 In contrast to SED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.   
2 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its Access database 
containing grade level ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the 
release of the data on its News Release webpage.
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Charter School 
Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

3 40 90 13 2959
4 29 58 14 2791
5 30 30 11 2650
All 34% 178 13% 8400

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Additional Evidence

Overall, GCACS has outperformed the local district on the NYS ELA exam by at least 20 
percentage points for the last three years.

English Language Arts Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year

Grade

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are 
at Proficiency Compared to Local District Students 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

3 46 28 34 12 40 13
4 67 35 31 10 29 14
5 66 32 32 13 30 11
All 59% 32% 33% 12% 34% 13%

Goal 1: Comparative Measure
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state English 
language arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected 
to a small degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for 
economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.3

Method

3 The Institute will continue using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the 
demographic variable in 2013-14.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.   
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The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which 
compares the school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-wide.  
The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The Institute 
compares the school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of public schools 
with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  The difference between the schools’ 
actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools with similar economically 
disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3 or performing 
higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for achieving this measure.  

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the 
demands of the data analysis, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 
2012-13 results, the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.  

Results

GCACS had a comparative performance ranked as higher than expected to a large degree.  
Each grade had an Effect Size greater than 0.3, with an overall 1.36.

2012-13 English Language Arts Comparative Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent 
Economically
Disadvantage

d

Number 
Tested

Percent of Students
at Levels 3&4

Difference 
between 

Actual and 
Predicted

Effect 
Size

Actual Predicted

3
 91.7
 95.1
 90.9

72 33.3 17.7 15.6 1.33
4 37 32.4 15.6 16.8 1.42
5 33 33.3 17.4 15.9 1.36
6

7

8
All  92.4 142 33.1 17.1 16.0 1.36

School’s Overall Comparative Performance:
Higher than Expected to a Large Degree

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Additional Evidence

GCACS continues to achieve this measure each year.
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English Language Arts Comparative Performance by School Year

School
Year

Grades
Percent 

Eligible for 
Free Lunch

Number
Tested

Actual Predicted
Effect
Size

2010-11 3-5 79 187 56.7 40.1 1.01
2011-12 3-5 82 149 59.7 40.4 1.20
2012-13 3-5  92.4 142 33.1 17.1 1.36

Goal 1: Growth Measure4 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile 
in English language arts for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s 
unadjusted median growth percentile.  

Method

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one 
year to the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the 
same score in the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state 
exam in 2012-13 and also have a state exam score from 2011-12 including students who 
were retained in the same grade.  Students with the same 2011-12 score are ranked by 
their 2012-13 score and assigned a percentile based on their relative growth in performance 
(student growth percentile).  Students’ growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to 
yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a school to perform above the 
statewide median, it must have a mean growth percentile greater than 50.

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Growth Model data 
available.5  

Results

The GCACS 2012-13 mean growth percentile exceeded the NYS average by 12.2 points.  
Only the overall growth percentile was posted at the time of this report.

4 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation.
5 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s Business Portal: portal.nysed.gov.
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2012-13 English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level

Grade

Mean Growth 
Percentile

School
Statewide 
Median

4 50.0

5 50.0
All 62.2 50.0

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Mean Growth Percentile

2010-11
2011-

127
2012-

13
Statewide 
Average

4 50.0

5 50.0

All 62.2 50.0

Summary of the English Language Arts Goal

GCACS did well in ELA in 2013 and 2014.  Although fewer than 75 percent scored at levels 
3 and 4, our scholars achieved all other measures.

Type Measure Outcome

Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York 
State English language arts exam for grades 3-8. 

Did Not 
Achieve

Absolute

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on 
the state English language arts exam will meet that year’s Annual 
Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB 
accountability system.

Achieved

Comparativ
e

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the state 
English language arts exam will be greater than that of students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

Achieved

Comparativ
e

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance 
on the state English language arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or 
above (performing higher than expected to a small degree) according 
to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged 
students among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2012-13 
school district results.)

Achieved
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Grand Concourse Academy implements a both a direct instruction and constructivist 
approach in the teaching of Mathematics with a school wide use of the researched-based 
series, Scott Foresman Mathematics, and all of its manipulative and classroom supports.  
As with ELA, our in house monthly assessments drive our instruction, student grouping, and 
re-teaching when a topic was not mastered by the whole group or individual students.  To 
supplement the current math program, Scott Foresman, we added the enVisionMATH 
program in 2011-12, which is aligned to the Common Core Standards.  enVisionMATH 
Common Core was written specifically for the Common Core State Standards and is based 
on critical foundational research and proven classroom results.  enVisionMATH Common 
Core provides the same strong development of conceptual understanding through daily 
Problem-based Interactive Learning and step-by-step Visual Learning, bar diagrams, and 
solid and effective intervention.

We schedule an extended Mathematics instructional block with two adults in each 
classroom.  During that time, we adhere to a strict schedule of pacing, which addresses the 
first one hundred days of instruction to align with the New York State Mathematics 
Assessment.  During the second instructional block, teachers use a constructivist approach 
to the learning of mathematics, focusing on hand-on applications, discovery activities and 
the development of alternative solutions.

Beginning in 2014-15, we are utilizing a supplemental math program called Houghton-Mifflin 
On Core Math that provides additional support and reinforcement of grade level math skills 
in Grades 1-5.  These materials provide a math learning experience that will deepen their 
understanding of concepts presented and build on previously taught skills.

The Director of Curriculum and Instruction oversees the math program.   Students have the 
benefit of two certified teachers during the math block every day.  Focused professional 
development activities were implemented throughout the school year to maximize student 
learning.  We discontinued departmentalization and revised our instructional model to 
include two additional certified teachers, during the literacy and math block, in all classes in 
grades 3, 4, and 5.  

Goal 2:  Absolute Measure
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will 
perform at proficiency on the New York State mathematics examination for grades 3-8. 

Method
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The school administered the New York State Testing Program mathematics assessment to 
students in grades 3 through 5 in April 2014.  Each student’s raw score has been converted 
to a grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.  

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.    

The table indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a 
detailed breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes 
all students according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second 
year.  

2013-14 State Mathematics Exam
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested

  

Grade
Total 

Tested

Not Tested
Total 

EnrolledIEP ELL
Absen

t
3 98 98

4 58 58

5 31 31
All 187 0 0 0 187

Results

Overall, 54 percent of students in at least their second year at GCACS performed at 
standard levels 3 and 4 on the 2014 NYS math assessment.

Performance on 2013-14 State Mathematics Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

Grade
s

All Students  
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year

Percent
Number
Tested 

Percent
Number
Tested 

3 51 98 51 90
4 59 58 59 58
5 51 31 54 30

All 54% 187 54% 178
Evaluation

GCACS did not achieve this measure.

Additional Evidence

Overall, scores improved from 2013.

Mathematics Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
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Percen
t

Number 
Tested

Percent
Numbe

r 
Tested

Perce
nt

Numbe
r 
Tested

3 100 52 50 70 51 90
4 100 42 43 35 59 58
5 98 50 65 31 54 30

All 99% 144 51% 136 54% 178

Goal 2:  Absolute Measure
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State mathematics 
exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB 
accountability system.

Method

The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual yearly 
progress towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets an AMO 
each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the goal of 
proficiency in the state’s learning standards in mathematics.  To achieve this measure, all 
tested students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that equals or exceeds 
the 2013-14 mathematics AMO of 86.  The PLI is calculated by adding the sum of the 
percent of all tested students at Levels 2 through 4 with the sum of the percent of all tested 
students at Levels 3 and 4.  Thus, the highest possible PLI is 200.6

Results

All students tested on the NYS math exam achieved a PLI of 146 versus the target AMO of 
86.

Mathematics 2013-14 Performance Level Index (PLI) 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
187 9 38 38 16

PI = 38 + 38 + 16 = 92
38 + 16 = 54

PLI = 146

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year 
and performing at proficiency on the state mathematics exam will be greater than that of all 
students in the same tested grades in the local school district.

6 In contrast to NYSED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.   
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Method

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for 
each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at the 
school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school district.7

Results

GCACS math students outperformed the local district, Bronx #9, by 36 percentage points 
overall.

2013-14 State Mathematics Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

3 51 90 18 3041
4 59 58 17 2867
5 54 30 18 2745
All 54% 178 17.7% 8653

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Additional Evidence

Historically, GCACS outperforms the local district in math each year by a significant margin.

Mathematics Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year

7 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its Access database 
containing grade level ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the 
release of the data on its News Release webpage.
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Grade

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are 
at Proficiency Compared to Local District Students 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

3 60 36 50 14 51 18
4 86 47 43 14 54 17
5 86 46 65 13 54 18
All 76% 43% 51% 14% 54% 17.7%

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state 
mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to 
a small degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for 
economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.8

Method

The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which 
compares the school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-wide.  
The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The Institute 
compares the school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of public schools 
with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  The difference between the schools’ 
actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools with similar economically 
disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3 or performing 
higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for achieving this measure.  

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the 
demands of the data analysis, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 
2012-13 results, the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.  

Results

The GCACS 2012-13 overall effect size in 2012-13 in math was 1.97, far exceeding the 0.3 
goal.

2012-13 Mathematics Comparative Performance by Grade Level

Grade Percent 
Economically

Number 
Tested

Percent of Students
at Levels 3&4

Difference 
between 

Effect 
Size

8 The Institute will continue using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the 
demographic variable in 2013-14.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.   
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Disadvantage
d

Actual and 
Predicted

Actual Predicted

3
 91.7
 95.1
 90.9

72 48.6 21.4 27.2 1.75
4 37 43.2 21.2 22.0 1.33
5 33 63.7 17.8 45.9 3.16
6

7

8
All  92.4 142 50.7 20.5 30.2 1.97

School’s Overall Comparative Performance:
Higher than Expected to a Large Degree

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Additional Evidence

The GCACS Comparative Performance Report Effect Size in math is far greater than 0.3 
each year.

Mathematics Comparative Performance by School Year

School
Year

Grades
Percent 

Eligible for 
Free Lunch

Number
Tested

Actual Predicted
Effect
Size

2010-11 3-5 79.00 189 84.6 50.5 1.80
2011-12 3-5 82.00 149 77.2 51.4 1.32
2012-13 3-5  92.4 142 50.7 20.5 1.97

Goal 2: Growth Measure9 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile 
in mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted 
median growth percentile.  

Method

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one 
year to the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the 
same score in the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state 
exam in 2012-13 and also have a state exam score in 2011-12 including students who were 
retained in the same grade.  Students with the same 2011-12 scores are ranked by their 
2012-13 scores and assigned a percentile based on their relative growth in performance 
(mean growth percentile).  Students’ growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield 

9 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation.
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a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a school to perform above the statewide 
median, it must have a mean growth percentile greater than 50.

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Growth Model data 
available.10  

Results

The GCACS 2012-13 overall mean growth percentile for math was 73.4, well above the 
statewide average.   The individual grade level percentiles were not available at the time of 
the report.

2012-13 Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level

Grade

Mean Growth 
Percentile

School
Statewide 
Average

4 50.0

5 50.0
All 73.4 50.0

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Mean Growth Percentile

2010-11
2011-
1214

2012-
13

Statewide 
Average

4 50.0

5 50.0

8 50.0

All 73.4 50.0

Summary of the Mathematics Goal

10 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s business portal: portal.nysed.gov.
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GCACS students have done very well on the NYS Science 4 assessment.   Since 2011-12, 
teachers have provided instruction via a Learn by Doing Science model, in which at least 
one science lesson each week is hands-on and utilizes manipulatives.  Going forward, we 
will be using the Pearson Interactive Science program with lab kits in each grade for hands-on 
experiences.  The program includes a workbook for each student in which they can record findings, has 
an online interactive tool and hands on labs.

Goal 3: Absolute Measure
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will 
perform at proficiency on the New York State science examination.

Method

The school administered the New York State Testing Program science assessment to 
students in 4th grade in spring 2014.  The school converted each student’s raw score to a 
performance level and a grade-specific scaled score.  The criterion for success on this 
measure requires students enrolled in at least their second year (defined as enrolled by 
BEDS day of the previous school year) to score at proficiency.  

Results

99 percent of all students in at least their second year at GCACS scored at levels 3 and 4 
on the NYS Science 4 exam.

Charter School Performance on 2013-14 State Science Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency

All Charter School 
Students 

Charter School 
Students In At Least 2nd 

Year

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

4 99% 58 99% 58

Evaluation

GCACS achieved this measure.

Additional Evidence

Fourth grade students perform exceptionally on the NYS Science assessment each year.

Science Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
at Proficiency

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Percent Number 

Tested
Percen

t
Numbe

r 
Percent Numbe

r 
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Tested Tested

4 98 42 100 37 99 58

Goal 3: Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state science exam will be greater than that of all students 
in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Method

The school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results for 
each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year and the 
results for the respective grades in the local school district.  

Results

TBD

2013-14 State Science Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

4 99 58

Evaluation

TBD

Additional Evidence

GCACS usually outperforms the local district of Bronx #9.

Science Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year

Grade

Percent of Charter School Students at Proficiency and Enrolled in At 
Least their Second Year Compared to Local District Students
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

4 98 72 100 73 99
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Summary of the Science Goal

GCACS continues to achieve all science measures.

Type Measure Outcome

Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at proficiency on 
the New York State examination.

Achieved

Comparative

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in 
at least their second year and performing at proficiency 
on the state exam will be greater than that of all students 
in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Achieved
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Appendix B: Total Expenditures and Administrative Expenditures
per Child
Created Thursday, July 24, 2014

Page 1

Charter School Name: 320900860872 GRAND CONCOURSE ACAD CS

B. Financial Information 
This information is required of ALL charter schools. Provide the following measures of fiscal
performance of the charter school in Appendix B (Total Expenditures and Administrative
Expenditures Per Child):
 

1. Total Expenditures Per Child

To calculate ‘Total Expenditures per Child’ take total expenditures (from the unaudited 2013-14 Schedule of Functional Expenses) and
divide by the count of students you reported on of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or commas).

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 1: Total Expenditures Per Pupil 5760137

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 2: BEDS Day Pupil Count 388

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 3: Divide Line 1 by Line 2 14835

2. Administrative Expenditures per Child

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel services cost’ row and the
‘management and general’ column (from the unaudited 2013-14 Schedule of Functional Expenses) and divide by the BEDS per pupil
count.  The relevant portion that must be included in this calculation is defined as follows:

Administrative Expenditures:  Administration and management of the charter school includes the activities and personnel of the offices
of the chief school officers, the treasurer, the finance or business offices, the purchasing unit, the employee personnel offices, the
records management offices, or a public information and services offices.  It also includes those administrative and management
services provided by other organizations or corporations on behalf of the charter school for which the charter school pays a fee or other
compensation.  
 
Please note the following:

Do not include the FTE of personnel dedicated to administration of the instructional programs.
Do not include Employee Benefit costs or expenditures in the above calculations. 
A template for the Schedule of Functional Expenses is provided on page 21 of the 2012 Annual Report Guidelines to assist schools
identify the categories of expenses needed to compute the two per pupil calculations. This template does not need to be completed
or submitted on August 1st as it will be submitted November 1st as part of the audited financial statements. Therefore schools should
use unaudited amounts for these per pupil calculations. (See the 2013-14 Annual Report Guidelines in "Resources" area of your portal
task page).

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the
‘personnel services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14
Schedule of Functional Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day.
(Integers Only. No dollar signs or commas).



Page 2

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 1: Relevant Personnel Services Cost (Row)

670182

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 2: Management and General Cost (Column)

308673

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 3: Sum of Line 1 and Line 2

978855

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 4: BEDS Day Pupil Count

388

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 5: Divide Line 3 by the BEDS Day Pupil Count

2523

Thank you.

















































Enter Charter School Name Here
BALANCE SHEET

2014-15

 Prior Year  Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4 
2013-14 As of 9/30 As of 12/31 As of 3/31 As of 6/30

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents  $-  $-  $-  $-  $- 
Grants and contracts receivable  -  -  -  -  - 
Accounts receivables  -  -  -  -  - 
Prepaid Expenses  -  -  -  -  - 
Contributions and other receivables  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 

PROPERTY, BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT, net  -  -  -  -  - 

OTHER ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $-  $-  $-  $-  $- 
Accrued payroll and benefits  -  -  -  -  - 
Dreferred Revenue  -  -  -  -  - 
Current maturities of long-term debt  -  -  -  -  - 
Short Term Debt - Bonds, Notes Payable  -  -  -  -  - 
Other  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES  -  -  -  -  - 

LONG-TERM DEBT and NOTES PAYABLE, net current maturities  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  -  -  -  -  - 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted  -  -  -  -  - 
Temporarily restricted  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 
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Appendix E: Disclosure of Financial Interest Form
Created Saturday, July 26, 2014

Page 1

320900860872 GRAND CONCOURSE ACAD CS

An Appendix E: Disclosure of Financial Interest Form must be completed for each active
Trustee who served on the charter school's Board of Trustees during the 2013-14 school
year. Trustees are at times difficult to track down in the summer months. Trustees may complete
and submit at their leisure (but before the deadline) their individual form at:

http://fluidsurveys.com/surveys/vickie-smith/appendix-e-trustee-disclosure-form/. Trustees may
download and/or email their forms to you upon completion.

Trustees who are technologically advanced may complete the survey using their smartphones or
other mobile devices by downloading the this bar code link to the
surveyhttps://fluidsurveys.com/account/surveys/540612/publish/qrcode/. (Make sure you have
the bar code application reader on your phone).

If a Trustee is unable to complete the form by the deadline (i.e, out of the country), the school is
responsible for submitting the information required on the form for that individual trustee.  

Just send the links via email today to your Trustees requesting that they each complete their
form as soon as possible.
Thank you.

Yes, each member of the school's Board of Trustees has received a link to the Disclosure of
Financial Interest Form.

Yes

Thank you.
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320900860872 GRAND CONCOURSE ACAD CS

1. Current Board Member Information
Full Name of
Individual
Trustees

Position on
Board (Officer
or Rep).

Voting
Member

Area of Expertise &/or
Additional Role

Terms Served & Length
(include date of election
and expiration)

Committe
e
affiliations

1 Joyce
Higginson-Da
vis

Chair/President Yes Community development
and with non-profit
associations in the Bronx

10 one year terms
Reelected at the June
meeting each year

2 Howard
Banker

Treasurer Yes Finance 10 one year terms
Reelected at the June
meeting each year

3 Linda Manley Secretary Yes Legal 10 one year terms
Reelected at the June
meeting each year

4 Jeannette
Engels

Member Yes Business 5 one year terms
Reelected at the June
meeting each year

5 Ms. Arlene
Hall-Waisburd

Parent Rep Yes Parental Interventions 7 one year terms
Reelected at the June
meeting each year

2. Total Number of Members Joining Board during the 2013-14 school year

0

3. Total Number of Members Departing the Board during the 2013-14 school year

1

4. According to the School's by-laws, what is the maximum number of trustees that may
comprise the governing board?

15

5. How many times did the Board meet during the 2013-14 school year?

11

6. How many times will the Board meet during the 2014-15 school year?

10
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Grand Concourse Academy Charter School 

 

 

Plan for Meeting Enrollment and Retention Targets 

 

After two successful charter terms, GCACS has developed an effective method of making good faith 

efforts toward meeting and/or exceeding our enrollment and retention targets for students with 

disabilities, English language learners, and students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced 

price lunch program.  GCACS’s Director of Business and Operations monitors our enrollment and 

retention targets and oversees the good faith efforts for enrollment and retention.  On a yearly basis, he 

will compare GCACS’s progress to state issued targets to ensure that GCACS is meeting our targets. The 

following list summarizes the method:  

 

Recruitment 

Students with Special Needs 

 Direct mail advertising that mentions special needs 

 Special needs programs covered at school open house, on application and during tours 

 School website mentions special needs 

 Other advertising (e.g. radio, TV, flyer) mentions special needs 

 Outreach to specialized feeder schools and programs 

 

English Language Learners 

 Direct mail advertising in languages other than English 

 ESL and Second Language Programs covered at school open house, on application and during 

tours 

 Other advertising (e.g. radio, TV, flyer) in languages other than English 

 Outreach by multi-lingual staff 

 Outreach to specialized feeder schools and programs 

 Advertising and school materials are translated as needed 

 A language translator dropdown is currently part of our school website  

 All school brochures, mailings and application mention that the school accommodates students 

with disabilities, English language learners and participates in the free and reduced lunch program 

 School information session(s) held in trusted cultural centers in the community to attract more 

families who speak a language other than English 

 Advertising materials distributed in the primary languages other than English spoken in the area 

 With notice, every attempt will be made by the school to provide translation for families at school 

events by using the school staff or the school’s parent population 

 A special outreach effort to focus on immigrant communities 

 

Students Eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch Programs 

 Meal program covered at school open house, on application and during tours 

 Support is offered to assist families in completing all necessary paperwork to ensure eligible 

students participate in the lunch program 

 Recruitment throughout neighborhoods surrounding the school and in the local district 

 

Retention 

Students with Special Needs 

 Specialized RTI program 

 Differentiation in classroom instruction 

 Coordination with NYC DOE Speech, Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy Service 

Providers 



Grand Concourse Academy Charter School 

 

 Full time Guidance Counselor 

 Three SPED teachers 

 

English Language Learners 

 Two certified ESL teachers on staff 

 Special programs for parents of ELL students 

 Differentiation in classroom instruction 

 Collaboration with New York State RBE-RN facilitator 

 

Students Eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch Programs 

 After school program for all students 

 Social and emotional support offered by full time Guidance Counselor   
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Charter School Name: 320900860872 GRAND CONCOURSE ACAD CS

Instructions for completing the Teacher and Administrator Attrition Tables
ALL charter schools should provide, for teachers and administrators only, the full time
equivalent (FTE) of staff on June 30, 2013, the FTE for added staff from July 1, 2013 through
June 30, 2014, and the FTE for any departed staff from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014
using the two tables provided. 

2013-14 Teacher Attrition Table
FTE Teachers on June 30,
2013

FTE Teachers Additions 7/1/13 –
6/30/14

FTE Teacher Departures 7/1/13 –
6/30/14

28 4 1

2013-14 Administrator Position Attrition Table
FTE Administrator Positions On
6/30/2013

FTE Administrator Additions 7/1/13
– 6/30/14

FTE Administrator Departures
7/1/13 – 6/30/14

3 1 0

Thank you




