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9. GRADES SERVED IN SCHOOL YEAR 2013-14

Check all that apply

•  K

•  1

•  2

•  3

•  4

•  5

•  6

•  7

•  8

10. DOES THE SCHOOL CONTRACT WITH A CHARTER OR EDUCATIONAL
MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION?
 

Yes/No Name of CMO/EMO

No
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Charter School Name: 140600860817 SOUTH BUFFALO CS

1. NEW YORK STATE REPORT CARD

Provide a direct URL or web link to the most recent New York State School Report Card for the
charter school (See https://reportcards.nysed.gov/).

(Charter schools completing year one will not yet have a School Report Card or link to one. Please type "URL is not available" in the
space provided).

http://data.nysed.gov/reportcard.php?instid=800000034163&year=2013&createreport=1&enrollment=1&avgclasssize=1&freelunch=1&attendance=1&teacherqual=1&teacherturnover=1&staffcounts=1&38ELA=1&38MATH=1&48SCI=1&lep=1&naep=1&nyseslat=1&elemELA=1&elemMATH=1&elemSci=1&unweighted=1
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INTRODUCTION

The South Buffalo Charter School (SBCS) received approval in 1999 from the New York 
State Board of Regents. In the fall  of 2000 the school was housed in Buffalo Public  
School 29, which was also occupied by the South Buffalo Community Center, the South 
Buffalo Grief Center and the South Buffalo Senior Center.  The South Buffalo Charter 
School is located in the city of Buffalo, New York and primarily receives students who 
live in the surrounding community.  SBCS serves students grades K-8 and the student 
body is composed of varying ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds, reflecting the 
multicultural diversity from the community. Well over 70% of our students receive free or 
reduced  lunch,  illustrating  the  socio-economic  needs of  our  families.  The  students 
reflect a broad spectrum of learning styles and learning needs. SBCS strives to build a  
composite class that represents the multifaceted dimensions of our society. 

SBCS’s mission states that we are a Professional Learning Community (PLC); our focus 
on learning is driven by research, data, and collaborative reflection to increase student 
achievement. 
As set forth in the school’s mission statement, we will focus on learning and increase 
student achievement through the following key elements:

• Professional Learning Community components
o Collaborative Learning and Reflection
o Research-based Best Practices
o Data-Driven Decision Making
o Pyramid of Intervention

• Standards-Based Curriculum
• SBCS continues to evaluate and align the curriculum. Grade level teams 

implement curriculum mapping and vertical planning to develop quality curricula 
designed to meet or exceed the Common Core Learning Standards and ensure 
the sustainability of fundamental instructional goals.  Research-based programs, 
texts, and supplemental materials are utilized to enhance the school’s core 
curriculum.

• Technology Integration
o The instructional program is enhanced through multi-media classrooms.  

These rooms may include some or all of the following equipment: 
computers, resident PCs and interactive docking stations, touch-screen 
monitors, interactive white boards, LCD projectors, document cameras, 
DVD/VCR units, Classroom Performance System (CPS), and interactive 
tablets.  In addition, mobile labs and printers, video cameras and digital 
cameras, and TV/DVD/VCR units are available for classroom use.  
Technology is an essential element of the ability of staff to meet student 
needs.  Teachers and staff utilize the Performance Plus Suite, which 
includes Curriculum Connector, Performance Tracker, and Assessment 
Builder.  The student information system is Power School.  AIMSweb and 
STAR Early Literacy, Reading and Math are used for data management 
and analysis.
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• Character Education 
o SBCS is committed to a strong focus on integrating character education 

into the instructional program.  Students are exposed to the basic 
principles of core virtues such as; responsibility, respect, citizenship, 
kindness, courage, tolerance, self-control, honesty, determination, and 
teamwork. SBCS also utilizes the Second Step Program as a classroom 
based skills training for Character Education.

• Extended Day and School Year
o  Research shows that an extended school day and school year can result 

in an improvement of student achievement through increased instructional 
time. The school day at SBCS is no less than seven hours, between one 
and a half to two hours longer than the New York State requirement.  
Teachers and staff are required to be in attendance for no less than eight 
hours.  This additional time is used for planning and professional 
development.  The school year at SBCS is between ten and fifteen 
instructional days longer than the New York State requirement of 180 
days.

• Professional Development 
o Job-embedded professional development is a vital component of SBCS’s 

dedication to the improvement of teaching and learning.  Professional 
Development is integrated into the school day through common 
planning/data meetings where teacher receive support from the 
Leadership and Instructional Teams and outside consultants.  In addition, 
no less than ten dedicated Professional Development and/or 
Superintendent Conference Days are included in the school calendar.  
Teachers and staff are also encouraged to attend Professional 
Development conferences outside school offerings.

• Parent/Guardian Involvement and Engagement SBCS offers the following 
opportunities to foster the home/school connection:
▪ Parent Teacher Association
▪ Open Board Meetings
▪ Monthly Community Newsletter ▪ Open House 
▪ Parent Teacher Conferences ▪ School Website and Teacher 

Webpages
▪ Power Grade ▪ Teacher/Administrator 

Correspondence
▪ One Call ▪ Moving-Up Ceremonies

▪ Welcome Picnic ▪ Kindergarten Screening
▪ Child Study Team ▪ Student Recognition Events
▪ Parent Information Nights
 Parent Engagement Committee

SBCS has  developed  annual  goals  and  objectives  in  accordance  with  the  Charter 
School  Institute  and  New York  State  Education  Department,  to  fulfill  its  mission  to 
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increase  student  achievement  and  learning.  The  school's  annual  progress  report 
measures the  extent  to  which  we  met  the  goals  and objectives  for  2013-2014 and 
provides  a  set  of  goals  and  objectives  for  the  next  academic  year  and  beyond.  It  
benchmarks our move towards excellence in achieving our mission. 

This report is self-reflective and a tool that details our expectations and intentions to 
continue to strive for improvement and to enable us to provide a quality education for all 
of our students. 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year

School 
Year

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

2010-11 72 73 72 77 75 76 73 72 76 0 0 0 0 666

2011-12 73 76 76 72 79 75 71 75 66 0 0 0 0 663

2012-13 73 77 76 72 72 72 77 68 68 0 0 0 0 655

2013-14 78 79 77 77 78 76 77 76 73 0 0 0 0 691
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this table includes all students according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in 
at least their second year.  

2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested

  

Grade
Total 

Tested

Not Tested1 Total 
Enrolled

IEP ELL
Absen

t
3 75 0 0 1 76
4 73 0 1 4 78
5 70 0 1 1 72
6 75 0 0 2 77
7 70 0 0 2 72
8 64 0 0 2 66
All 427 0 2 12 441

Results

The students’ performance on the New York State ELA exam demonstrates an increase of one 
percentage point compared to 2012-13 data. The table below indicates that 389 out of 427 (91%) 
students tested were enrolled in at least their second year at SBCS. 
    

Performance on 2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

Grade
s

All Students  
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year

Percent
Number
Tested 

Percent
Number
Tested 

3 20 75 20 71

4 19 73 23 61
5 14 70 15 61
6 12 75 23 70
7 24 70 28 62
8 24 64 26 55

All 19 427 23 389

1 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English 
Language Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam.
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Evaluation

The average of all grade level cohorts did not meet the proficient required outcome. The 
school missed the 75% proficiency goal.  The school recognizes that 6th grade student 
performance was significantly lower than all other grade levels. While this is due in part 
to some staffing challenges at the 6th grade level; the school has worked to secure 
permanent teaching staff in 2014-15.  

In 2013-14, the cohort achieved increases in grades 4-8 with the greatest gains in 
grades 4, 7 and 8.  While the trend illustrates that the cohorts tend to do better than the 
general population, it is by a relatively small margin (0 to 4%). Our cohorts have the 
benefit of extended exposure to our comprehensive educational program. SBCS 
recognizes that our new student population often enters our school system with 
instructional gaps. In response, the school immediately acts to assess and intervene on 
each student’s behalf through STAR Reading and AIMSWeb assessment and progress 
monitoring to maximize student potential and eliminate depth of knowledge gaps. It is 
important to note that through continued creative scheduling SBCS maximizes time to 
allow for block periods of ELA and intervention services. 

Additional Evidence

In the face of NY State’s curricular and assessment changes over the course of the last 
three years, SBCS has made some gains in reaching proficiency.  The school has 
embraced these changes through the integration of CCLS, creation of common 
formative and summative assessments, partnerships with BOCES curriculum 
specialists, adoption and creation of APPR plan, use of 4-phase data analysis across 
grade levels, creation of school-wide RTI plan and regularly scheduled professional 
development, systematic intervention services, robust special education programs and 
services, use of Danielson’s Frameworks for teaching and supervision and evaluation of 
instructional staff, and the acquisition of appropriate materials and resources to support 
teachers and students.  SBCS is aware that in order to achieve and sustain proficiency, 
targeted support for teachers and students is our most valuable resource.

English Language Arts Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Percen
t

Number 
Tested

Percent
Numbe

r 
Tested

Perce
nt

Numbe
r 
Tested

3 46 65 9 58 20 71
4 53 73 25 61 23 61
5 47 66 18 66 15 61
6 60 67 20 70 13 70
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7 34 68 19 58 28 62

8 42 59 16 62 26 55

All 47 398 18 375 22 389

Goal 1: Absolute Measure
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State English 
language arts exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the 
state’s NCLB accountability system.

Method

The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual 
yearly progress towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets 
an AMO each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the 
goal of proficiency in the state’s learning standards in English language arts.  To achieve 
this measure, all tested students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that 
equals or exceeds the 2013-14 English language arts AMO of 89.  The PLI is calculated 
by adding the sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 2 through 4 with the 
sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 3 and 4.  Thus, the highest possible 
PLI is 200.2

Results

SBCS met 92% of our AMO goal by receiving a PLI of 82 points out of an expected 89.  
In addition,
as a result of students/ families choosing to “opt out” of state assessments, SBCS 
experienced 10 students not sitting for the ELA NYS 3-8 assessment.  Based on our 
school performance for levels 3 and 4 if were to apply these percentages to those 10 
students our PLI index would have likely increased to 83.  In addition, in looking at 
multiple measures of these 10 students’ performance during the school year it is likely 
that 8 out of 10 would have scored favorably at a level 3 or 4.  Therefore, our PLI could 
have reached a level of 86.  Given this information, if students had not “opted out” of 
assessments, SBCS could have attained a PLI of between 93 and 97% of the AMO 
goal.

English Language Arts 2013-14 Performance Level Index (PLI) 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

364 39 40 18 3

PI = 40 + 18 + 3 = 61
18 + 3 = 21

PLI = 82

2 In contrast to SED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.   
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Evaluation
The size of the SBCS cohort has been relatively consistent over the past three years.  
The cohort achieved a 4% point increase overall in 2013-14 from 2012-13.  Looking at 
longitudinal data, there is a significant increase from our 3rd grade (9% proficiency) to 
their 4th grade year (23% proficiency) which represents a 14% increase.  Our 4th grade 
(25% proficiency) decreased in their 5th grade year to (15% proficiency) which 
represents a 10% decrease.  Our 5th grade (18% proficiency) decreased in their 6th 
grade year (13% proficiency) which represents a 5% decrease.  Our 6th grade (20% 
proficiency) increased in their 7th grade year (28% proficiency) which represents an 8% 
increase.  Our 7th grade (19% proficiency) increased in their 8th grade year (26% 
proficiency) which represents a 7% increase.  SBCS recognizes the need for additional 
instructional supports for all teachers K-8 as grade level assessments are reflective of a 
cumulative depth of knowledge for our students.  

 
Goal 1: Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second 
year and performing at proficiency on the state English language arts exam will be 
greater than that of all students in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Method

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results 
for each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at 
the school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school 
district.3

Results

SBCS cohort experienced a greater number of students reaching proficiency at each 
and every grade level when compared to Buffalo Public Schools.  

2013-14 State English Language Arts Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

3 20 71 13 2302
4 23 61 15 2341
5 15 61 9 2427
6 13 70 10 2362

3 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its Access database 
containing grade level ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the 
release of the data on its News Release webpage.
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Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

7 28 62 11 2504
8 26 55 14 2331

All 22 389 12 14267

Evaluation

SBCS exceeded the aggregate district performance at each grade level when compared 
to Buffalo Public Schools.  SBCS outperformed Buffalo Public schools by 7% in 3rd 
grade.  SBCS outperformed Buffalo Public Schools by 8% in 4th Grade.  SBCS 
outperformed Buffalo Public Schools by 6% in 5th Grade.   SBCS outperformed Buffalo 
Public Schools by 3% in 6th Grade.  SBCS outperformed Buffalo Public Schools by 17% 
in 7th Grade.   SBCS outperformed Buffalo Public Schools by 12% in 8th Grade.  SBCS 
outperformed Buffalo Public School by 10% overall in grades 3-8.  

Additional Evidence

In comparing Common Core Assessments in 2012-13 to 2013-14; while the student 
population in Buffalo has remained stagnant at 12% proficiency, SBCS cohort 
experienced a 4% point increase 2013-14.  Again, looking at longitudinal data, SBCS 
achieved a 14% increase from 3rd grade to 4th grade in 2013-14, while Buffalo Public 
schools (BPS) achieved a 3% gain.  SBCS decreased by 10% from 4th grade to 5th 
grade, BPS decreased by 2% points.   SBCS decreased by 5% from 5th grade to 6th 
grade, BPS remained constant.  SBCS increased by 8% from 6th grade to 7th grade, 
while BPS decreased 1% point.  SBCS increased by 7% from 7th grade to 8th grade, 
while BPS increased by 3% points.  Although SBCS comparatively outperforms BPS, 
we continue to recognize the need for additional instructional supports for all teachers 
K-8 as grade level assessments are reflective of a cumulative depth of knowledge for 
our students.  

English Language Arts Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year

Grade

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are 
at Proficiency Compared to Local District Students 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

3 46 27 9 12 20 13
4 53 31 25 11 23 15
5 47 26 18 10 15 9
6 60 31 20 12 13 10
7 34 26 19 11 28 11
8 42 24 16 14 26 14
All 47 28 18 12 22 12
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Goal 1: Comparative Measure
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state 
English language arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than 
expected to a small degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for students 
eligible for economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York 
State.4

Method

The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which 
compares the school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-
wide.  The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The 
Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of 
public schools with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  The difference 
between the schools’ actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools with 
similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size 
of 0.3 or performing higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for 
achieving this measure.  

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the 
demands of the data analysis, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet available. This report 
contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available. 

Results

In 2012-13, SBCS did not achieve the overall effect size of 0.3. Given the timing of the 
state’s release of poverty data, the 2013-2014 analysis is not yet available. This report 
contains 2012-2013 results, the most recent ones available.  The following table 
displays how SBCS students in each grade level performed in ELA compared to 
students in New York State in the same grade and a similar population of economically 
disadvantaged students.  Grade 6 had a positive effect size of 0.02; higher than all other 
grade levels.  The overall Effect Size was -.24, 

2012-13 English Language Arts Comparative Performance by Grade Level

Grade Percent 
Economicall

y

Number 
Tested

Percent of Students
at Levels 3&4

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted

Effect 
Size

4 The Institute will continue using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the 
demographic variable in 2013-14.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.   
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Disadvantag
ed

Actual Predicted

3 73 10 21.7 -12.0 -0.89
4 74 20 22.1 -1.8 -0.14
5 72 18 20.9 -2.8 -0.21
6 78 18 18.0 0.2 0.02
7 69 17 17.9 -0.3 -0.02
8 72 18 21.8 -3.2 -0.23

All 78.8 438 17 20.4 -3.3 -.24

School’s Overall Comparative Performance:

Lower than Expected

Evaluation
SBCS’s aggregate Effect Size was -0.24, which is considered performing lower than 
expected.  6th Grade was the one grade level that achieved a positive effect size for 
ELA.  

Additional Evidence

Given the timing of the state’s release of poverty data, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent ones available.  SBCS’s 
performance on the ELA assessment in comparison to students in New York State in the 
same grade and a similar population of students eligible for free lunch in the 2012-13 
school year indicates a significant decrease from the previous two years. The decrease 
is in direct correlation to the first year of implementation of the NYS Common Core 
Assessments. 

English Language Arts Comparative Performance by School Year

School
Year

Grades

Percent 
Eligible for 

Free 
Lunch

Number
Tested

Actual Predicted
Effect
Size

2010-11 3-8 69.6% 448 44.7 39 .35
2011-12 3-8 83.6% 435 48 34 .87
2012-13 3-8 78.8% 427 17 20 -.24

Goal 1: Growth Measure5 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth 
percentile in English language arts for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above 
the state’s unadjusted median growth percentile.  

Method

5 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation.
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This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from 
one year to the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students 
with the same score in the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took 
the state exam in 2012-13 and also have a state exam score from 2011-12 including 
students who were retained in the same grade.  Students with the same 2011-12 score 
are ranked by their 2012-13 score and assigned a percentile based on their relative 
growth in performance (student growth percentile).  Students’ growth percentiles are 
aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a 
school to perform above the statewide median, it must have a mean growth percentile 
greater than 50.

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2013-14 analysis is 
not yet available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Growth Model 
data available.6  

Results
South Buffalo Charter School’s mean growth percentile was 46.6 in 2012-13; 3.4 
percent less than the statewide median.  Grades 4 and 8 met the statewide median, 
achieving 50 and 51.2 respectively.  Grades 5, 6 and 7 fell below the statewide median 
at 45.9, 45.01 and 40.71 respectively.   

2012-13 English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level

Grade

Mean Growth 
Percentile

School
Statewide 

Median
3 - 50.0
4 50 50.0
5 45.9 50.0
6 45.01 50.0
7 40.71 50.0
8 51.02 50.0

All 46.6 50.0

Evaluation
In looking at results based on first year implementation of Common Core Assessments, 
SBCS met or exceeded the statewide median for MGP in two of 5 grade levels.  At 
grade 5, we met 92% of the statewide MGP of 50; at grade 6, we met 90% of the 
statewide MGP of 50 and at grade 7 we met 81% of the statewide MGP of 50.  Overall 
the school averaged 93% of meeting the statewide MGP of 50.  Based on the MGP 
comparison and increases in instructional support to teachers and the use of 4 phase 

6 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s Business Portal: portal.nysed.gov.
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data driven dialogue during the 2013-14 school year; SBCS expects to see 
improvement in all grades in meeting or exceeding the statewide MGP.  

Additional Evidence
Given this is the first year of MGP comparison data regarding Common Core 
Assessments, additional data points from the 2013-14 school year and 2014-15 school 
year will assist school based data team in identifying areas of need and resources to 
implement instructional change which should lead to improved student outcomes. 

English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Mean Growth Percentile
2010-
117

2011-
127

2012-
13

Statewide 
Average

3 - 50.0
4 50 50.0
5 45.9 50.0
6 45.01 50.0
7 40.71 50.0

8 51.02 50.0

All 46.6 50.0

Method
STAR Reading is an assessment of reading comprehension and skills for 
independent readers through grade 12. It provides data for screening, progress 
monitoring and growth monitoring. It is a national norm-referenced reading test that 
assesses 36 reading skills in 5 domains. The 5 key domains are word knowledge 
and skills, analyzing literary text, understanding author’s craft, comprehension 
strategies and constructing meaning, and analyzing argument and evaluating text. It 
is important to note that this is a baseline year utilizing STAR assessments. In 
subsequent years SBCS will be comparing spring to spring results.

       Results
The table below displays the percentage of students’ on-level and on-watch for the 
spring benchmark assessment. On-level (40% or more) meets or exceeds grade 
level and on-watch (26-39%) meets grade level requirements.  All grade levels met 
or exceeded 50% of students meeting grade level expectations. 

7 Grade level results not available. 
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Goal 1: Optional Measure

 For the 2013-2014 school year, the percent of students at grade level that are 
identified as on-level and on-watch will meet or exceed 50%.



STAR Reading Percent Proficient

Grade
On-

Level
On-Watch

Total 
Percent

Target 
Achieved

2 47 21 68 Yes
3 55 18 73 Yes
4 54 23 77 Yes
5 44 22 66 Yes
6 31 39 70 Yes
7 47 25 72 Yes
8 53 23 76 Yes

ALL 47 24 72 Yes

Evaluation

SBCS met all targets for the optional goal. Grades 4 and 8 showed the highest 
levels of proficiency with a total of 77% and 76% respectively on-level and on-watch 
while grade 5 showed the lowest levels of proficiency with a total of 66% on-level 
and on-watch.

Summary of the English Language Arts Goal
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Although, SBCS did not achieve 75% proficiency for our cohort group, we increased by 
4 percentage points in 2013-14.  Students overall outperformed our comparison district, 
Buffalo Public Schools by 10 percentage points. Using the 2012-2013 results, the most 
recent ones available, SBCS’s aggregate Effect Size, -0.24, is considered lower than 
expected.  In grades 2-8, students met or exceeded grade level expectations of STAR 
Reading.

Type Measure Outcome

Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York 
State English language arts exam for grades 3-8. 

Did Not 
Achieve

Absolute

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on 
the state English language arts exam will meet that year’s Annual 
Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB 
accountability system.

Did Not 
Achieve

Comparativ
e

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the state 
English language arts exam will be greater than that of students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

Achieved

Comparativ
e

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance 
on the state English language arts exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or 
above (performing higher than expected to a small degree) according 
to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged 
students among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2012-13 
school district results.)

Did Not 
Achieve

Growth

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean 
unadjusted growth percentile in English language arts for all tested 
students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted median 
growth percentile.  

Did Not 
Achieve

Absolute 
(optional)

For the 2012-2013 school year, the percent of students at grade level 
that are identified as on-level and on-watch will meet or exceed 50%.

Achieved

Action Plan

In order to address the absolute measure of our accountability progress report that we 
did not achieve, SBCS has designed a comprehensive plan of action.  Throughout the 
course of the 2013-2014 school year SBCS continued to review, revise and edit our ELA 
scope and sequence in order to meet the expectations of the new CCLS and therefore 
the improved NYS Assessments. In addition to the specific curriculum work outlined 
above, the 3-8 ELA staff will be working to construct quarterly common summative 
assessments to track student progress in learning the standards. These assessments 
will provide the school crucial information to adjust curriculum, programs and practices 
to better meet the needs of our students. The school has adopted the 4-phase process 
endorsed by TERC (Technical Educational Research Center) as a means to analyze 
data and create instructional action plans to respond to the needs of students. The 
school has identified a team of grade level TERC leaders to facilitate and support data-
driven instruction in all areas of the school. We are also working with BOCES curriculum 
specialists and will be utilizing these individuals to continuously provide our staff with 
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Background

In preparation to fully integrate the new CCLS, SBCS provided targeted professional 
development and curriculum development time to our math staff. During the summer of 
2013, instructional staff members in math took time to evaluate the NYS modules and 
adapt them to better meet the needs of students at SBCS, specifically scaffold the 
modules to better support our student populations.  We also received ongoing math 
support from BOCES for our K-8 math instructional staff. This support included monthly 
check-ins and designated math work session meetings/full day planning curriculum 
reconstruction throughout the year.  Additionally our staff received math coaching 
support from a BOCES math specialist throughout the year to assist with curriculum 
development, lesson pacing, and analyzing data to drive their instructional practices.  
SBCS also continued to work with an external consultant to help with the facilitation of 
the construction and implementation of quarterly common summative assessments for 
math in grades K-8. Some of the work they participated in both during our August 5-day 
PD week and throughout the course of the year was:

• Identified and created learning outcomes
• Defined a target and made data-informed decisions: the relationship between 

curriculum and assessment
• Utilized Curriculum Connector reports
• Designed quality classroom assessment items
• Recognized the role of Webb Leveling (depth of knowledge) in quality classroom 

assessment design 
• Identified and used “I Can” statements
• Discovered the strategies for implementing quality items as formative and 

summative tools for students
• Explored the components of quality, formative selected response and extended 

written response item design

SBCS continued the assessment work throughout 2013-14 and into the summer of 
2014.  Our instructional staff received support from BOCES as well as an outside 
consultant to further common formative assessment work.  SBCS has also placed focus 
on the creation of pre/ post assessments that better inform teachers of where students 
are in terms of meeting grade level outcomes.  

Goal 2:  Absolute Measure
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will 
perform at proficiency on the New York State mathematics examination for grades 3-8. 
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Method

The school administered the New York State Testing Program mathematics assessment 
to students in 3 through 8th grade in April 2014.  Each student’s raw score has been 
converted to a grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.  

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.    

The table indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also 
provides a detailed breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that 
this table includes all students according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in 
at least their second year.  

2013-14 State Mathematics Exam
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested

  

Grade
Total 

Tested

Not Tested8 Total 
Enrolled

IEP ELL
Absen

t
3 75 0 0 1 76
4 73 0 0 4 77
5 69 0 0 3 72
6 73 0 0 4 77
7 69 0 0 3 72
8 63 0 0 3 66
All 422 0 0 16 440

Results
The students’ performance on the New York State Math exam demonstrates an 
increase of six percentage points compared to 2012-13 data. The table below indicates 
that 369 out of 422 (87%) students tested were enrolled in at least their second year at 
SBCS. 

Performance on 2013-14 State Mathematics Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

8 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English 
Language Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam.
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Grade
s

All Students  
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year

Percent
Number
Tested 

Percent
Number
Tested 

3 36 75 32 71

4 18 73 18 62
5 38 69 37 59
6 38 73 40 66
7 22 69 25 59
8 35 63 37 52

All 31 422 32 369

Evaluation The average of all grade level cohorts did not meet the proficient required 
outcome. The school missed the 75% proficiency goal.  The school recognizes that 4th 
grade student performance was significantly lower than all other grade levels. While this 
is due in part to some staffing challenges at the 4th grade level; the school has worked to 
secure permanent teaching staff in 2014-15.  

In 2013-14, the cohort achieved increases in grades 4-8 with the greatest gains in 
grades 4, 7 and 8.  While the trend illustrates that the cohorts tend to do better than the 
general population, it is by a relatively small margin (0 to 4%). Our cohorts have the 
benefit of extended exposure to our comprehensive educational program. SBCS 
recognizes that our new student population often enters our school system with 
instructional gaps. In response, the school immediately acts to assess and intervene on 
each student’s behalf through STAR Math and AIMSWeb assessments and progress 
monitoring to maximize student potential and eliminate depth of knowledge gaps. It is 
important to note that through continued creative scheduling SBCS maximizes time to 
allow for block periods of Math and intervention services. 

Additional Evidence

In the face of NY State’s curricular and assessment changes over the course of the last 
three years, SBCS has made some gains in reaching proficiency.  The school has 
embraced these changes through the integration of CCLS, creation of common 
formative and summative assessments, partnerships with BOCES curriculum 
specialists, adoption and creation of APPR plan, use of 4-phase data analysis across 
grade levels, creation of school-wide RTI plan and regularly scheduled professional 
development, systematic intervention services, robust special education programs and 
services, use of Danielson’s Frameworks for teaching and supervision and evaluation of 
instructional staff, and the acquisition of appropriate materials and resources to support 
teachers and students.  SBCS is aware that in order to achieve and sustain proficiency, 
targeted support for teachers and students is our most valuable resource.

Also, additional evidence may include other valid and reliable assessment results that 
demonstrate the effectiveness of the school’s instructional program.
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Mathematics Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Percen
t

Number 
Tested

Percent
Numbe

r 
Tested

Perce
nt

Numbe
r 
Tested

3 55 65 20 59 32 71
4 68 73 44 61 18 62
5 65 65 29 64 37 59
6 93 67 48 71 40 66
7 61 67 19 58 25 59

8 88 59 8 63 37 52

All 72 396 28 376 32 369

Goal 2:  Absolute Measure
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on the State 
mathematics exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in the 
state’s NCLB accountability system.

Method

The federal No Child Left Behind law holds schools accountable for making annual 
yearly progress towards enabling all students to be proficient.  As a result, the state sets 
an AMO each year to determine if schools are making satisfactory progress toward the 
goal of proficiency in the state’s learning standards in mathematics.  To achieve this 
measure, all tested students must have a Performance Level Index (PLI) value that 
equals or exceeds the 2013-14 mathematics AMO of 86.  The PLI is calculated by 
adding the sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 2 through 4 with the sum 
of the percent of all tested students at Levels 3 and 4.  Thus, the highest possible PLI is 
200.9

Results

SBCS exceeded our AMO goal by achieving a PLI of 112 points out of an expected 86 
in 2013-14.  The sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 2 through 4 was 80.  
The sum of the percent of all tested students at Levels 3 and 4 was 32.  

9 In contrast to NYSED’s Performance Index, the PLI does not account for year-to-year growth toward proficiency.   
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Mathematics 2013-14 Performance Level Index (PLI) 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

303 20 48 25 7

PI = 48 + 25 + 7 = 80
25 + 7 = 32

PLI = 112

Evaluation

The size of the SBCS cohort has been relatively consistent over the past three years.  
The cohort achieved a 4% point increase overall in 2013-14 from 2012-13.  Looking at 
longitudinal data, there is a significant increase from our 7th grade (19% proficiency) to 
their 8th grade year (37% proficiency) in 2013-14 which represents an 18% increase.  
Our 6th grade (48% proficiency) decreased in their 7th grade year to (25% proficiency) 
which represents a 23% decrease.  Our 5th grade (29% proficiency) increased in their 6th 

grade year (40% proficiency) which represents a 11% increase.  Our 4th grade (44% 
proficiency) decreased in their 5th grade year (37% proficiency) which represents a 7% 
decrease.  Our 3th grade (20% proficiency) decreased in their 4th grade year (18% 
proficiency) which represents a 2% decrease.  SBCS recognizes the need for additional 
instructional supports for all teachers K-8 as grade level assessments are reflective of a 
cumulative depth of knowledge for our students.  

 

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second 
year and performing at proficiency on the state mathematics exam will be greater than 
that of all students in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Method

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results 
for each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at 
the school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school 
district.10

Results

10 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its Access database 
containing grade level ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the 
release of the data on its News Release webpage.
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The data in the following table displays SBCS’s cohort Math school performance scores 
compared to Buffalo Public Schools (BPS) in the same tested grades.  The average 
percent proficient in grades 3-8 exceeded BPS’s average by 19 percentage points.  All 
grades with the exception of 4th grade exceeded Buffalo Public School’s grade level 
proficiencies by a minimum of 15 percentage points.  Grades 5, 6 and 8 had the widest 
margins; outperforming Buffalo Public School by 24, 25 and 26 percentage points 
respectively.  

2013-14 State Mathematics Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

3 32 71 16 2347
4 18 62 16 2371
5 37 59 13 2417
6 40 66 15 2374
7 25 59 10 2471
8 37 52 9 2260

All 32 369 13 14240

Evaluation

Students in at least their second year at SBCS outperformed their peers enrolled in 
Buffalo Public Schools in every grade.  Most notably, the 5th, 6th and 8th grade cohorts 
scored 24, 25  and 26 percentage points over Buffalo students.  The 3th and 7th grade 
cohorts scored 16 and 15 percentage points higher than their BPS counterparts. The 
smallest gap in performance was in grade 4, a difference of only 2 percentage points.  
Inherent in our professional learning community model, specific key design elements in 
SBCS’s charter contribute to the higher achievement rates of our students over BPS 
students. Our extended day and year significantly impact our students’ ability to retain 
and master content and skills. SBCS has a comprehensive program to assess students’ 
individualized needs. It entails early identification, progress monitoring, diagnostic, 
formative and summative assessment pieces that provide data to drive instruction.  
SBCS has created a systematic pyramid of interventions to respond to the needs of 
students in a timely and consistent manner. The professional development plan the 
school has developed works to connect all aspects of learning to allow staff to 
constantly improve the quality of instruction.
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Mathematics Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year

Grade

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are 
at Proficiency Compared to Local District Students 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

3 55 27 20 14 32 16
4 68 37 44 10 18 16
5 65 28 29 9 37 13
6 93 34 48 11 40 15
7 61 30 19 7 25 10
8 88 24 8 7 37 9
All 72 30 28 10 32 13

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure
Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state 
mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected 
to a small degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible 
for economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York 
State.11

Method

The Charter Schools Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which 
compares the school’s performance to demographically similar public schools state-
wide.  The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The 
Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of 
public schools with a similar economically disadvantaged percentage.  The difference 
between the schools’ actual and predicted performance, relative to other schools with 
similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size 
of 0.3 or performing higher than expected to a small degree is the requirement for 
achieving this measure.  

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the 
demands of the data analysis, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet available. This report 
contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available. 

11 The Institute will continue using economically disadvantaged instead of eligibility for free lunch as the 
demographic variable in 2013-14.   Schools should report previous year’s results using reported free-lunch statistics.   
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Results
Given the timing of the state’s release of poverty data, the 2013-2014 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2012-2013 results, the most recent ones available.  The 
following table displays how SBCS students in each grade level performed in Math 
compared to students in New York State in the same grade and a similar population of 
economically disadvantaged students.  All grades 3-8 had positive effect sizes with the 
exceptions of grade 3 and 8.   Grade 6 at 1.37 significantly higher effect sizes than all 
other grade levels.  The overall Effect Size was .29, which was slightly higher than 
expected.

2012-13 Mathematics Comparative Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent 
Economically
Disadvantage

d

Number 
Tested

Percent of Students
at Levels 3&4

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted

Effect 
Size

Actual Predicted
3 73 19.2 25.1 - 6.0 -0.34
4 74 36.5 27.8 8.7 0.51
5 72 27.8 21.1 7.1 0.44
6 78 44.9 20.3 24.6 1.37
7 69 17.4 15.1 2.3 0.13
8 72 9.7 17.9 -8.2 -0.44

All 438 26.3 21.3 5.0 .29

School’s Overall Comparative Performance:

Slightly higher than expected

Evaluation
SBCS’s aggregate Effect Size was .29, which is considered performing slightly higher 
than expected. Of note grade 6 showed a considerable gain of 1.37. SBCS fell just one 
tenth shy of the 0.3 effect size or the category, higher than expected to a small degree. 

Additional Evidence

Given the timing of the state’s release of poverty data, the 2013-14 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent ones available.  SBCS’s 
performance on the Math exam in comparison to students in New York State in the 
same grade and a similar population of free lunch eligible students in the 2012-2013 
school year indicates growth from the previous two years. Over the last three years 
SBCS’s actual percent proficient has exceeded the predicted percent proficient and 
SBCS has been just one tenth away from .3 two out of the last three years.  
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Mathematics Comparative Performance by School Year

School
Year

Grades

Percent 
Eligible for 

Free 
Lunch

Number
Tested

Actual Predicted
Effect
Size

2010-11 3-8 70 448 56.7 50.8 0.29
2011-12 3-8 83.6 434 70.0 47.5 1.06
2012-13 3-8 78.8 438 26.3 21.3 .29

Goal 2: Growth Measure12 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth 
percentile in mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the state’s 
unadjusted median growth percentile.  

Method

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from 
one year to the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students 
with the same score in the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took 
the state exam in 2012-13 and also have a state exam score in 2011-12 including 
students who were retained in the same grade.  Students with the same 2011-12 scores 
are ranked by their 2012-13 scores and assigned a percentile based on their relative 
growth in performance (mean growth percentile).  Students’ growth percentiles are 
aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a 
school to perform above the statewide median, it must have a mean growth percentile 
greater than 50.

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2013-14 analysis is 
not yet available. This report contains 2012-13 results, the most recent Growth Model 
data available.13  

2012-13 Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level

Grade

Mean Growth 
Percentile

School
Statewide 
Average

3 - 50.0
4 55.7 50.0
5 50.44 50.0
6 72.49 50.0
7 53.67 50.0

12 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation.
13 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s business portal: portal.nysed.gov.
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Grade
Mean Growth 

Percentile
8 47.10 50.0

All 56.2 50.0

Evaluation

In looking at results based on first year implementation of Common Core Assessments, 
SBCS met or exceeded the statewide median for MGP in all but one grade level (8 th 
grade).  SBCS overall exceeded the statewide median by 6.2 percent.  6 th grade 
achieved the greatest MGP with 72.49.  Based on the MGP comparison and increases 
in instructional support to teachers and the use of 4 phase data driven dialogue during 
the 2013-14 school year; SBCS expects to see improvement in all grades in meeting or 
exceeding the statewide MGP.  We also expect to see 8th grade to be above the 50th 
percentile in 2013-14. 

Additional Evidence

Given this is the first year of MGP comparison data regarding Common Core 
Assessments, additional data points from the 2013-14 school year and 2014-15 school 
year will assist school based data team in identifying areas of need and resources to 
implement instructional change which should lead to improved student outcomes. 

Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Mean Growth Percentile
2010-
1114 2011-1214 2012-

13
Statewide 
Average

3 - 50.0
4 55.7 50.0
5 50.44 50.0
6 72.49 50.0
7 53.67 50.0

8 47.10 50.0

All 56.2 50.0

14 Grade level results not available. 
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Goal 2: Optional Measure

For the 2013-2014 school year, the percent of students at grade level that are 
identified as on-level and on-watch will meet or exceed 50%.



Method

STAR Math is an assessment that provides data for screening, diagnostics, progress 
monitoring and growth monitoring. The assessment tests general math achievement 
within 54 skills sets in 4 key domains. The key domains are: numbers and operation, 
algebra, geometry and measurement, and data analysis, statistics, and probability. It is 
important to note that this is a baseline year utilizing STAR assessments. In subsequent 
years SBCS will be comparing spring to spring results.

Results

The table below displays the percentage of students’ on-level and on-watch for the 
spring benchmark assessment. On-level (40% or more) meets or exceeds grade level 
and on-watch (26-39%) meets grade level requirements.  All grade levels met or 
exceeded 50% of students meeting grade level expectations. 

STAR Math Percent Proficient

Grade On-Level On-Watch
Total 
Perce

nt

Target 
Achieve

d
2 71 11 82 Yes
3 70 16 86 Yes
4 67 11 78 Yes
5 67 12 79 Yes
6 71 16 87 Yes
7 73 11 85 Yes
8 70 15 85 Yes

ALL 70 13 83 Yes

Evaluation
SBCS met all targets for the optional goal. Grades 3 and 6 showed the highest levels of 
proficiency with a total of 86% and 87% on-level and on-watch respectively.  Grade 2 
showed the lowest levels of proficiency with a total of 82% on-level and on-watch.
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Summary of the Mathematics Goal

Although, SBCS did not achieve 75% proficiency for our cohort group, we achieved four out of 
the six available outcomes for the Mathematics Goal.   SBCS met the Performance Level Index 
(PLI) on the state math exam with an overall score of 112.  Students outperformed our 
comparison district, Buffalo Public Schools in every grade, with some grades significantly. Using 
the 2011-2012 results, the most recent ones available, SBCS’s aggregate Effect Size, .29, is 
slightly higher than expected.  In grades 2-8, students met or exceeded grade level expectations 
of STAR Math.

Type Measure Outcome

Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York 
State mathematics exam for grades 3-8. 

Did Not 
Achieve 

Absolute
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Level Index (PLI) on 
the state mathematics exam will meet that year’s Annual Measurable 
Objective (AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system.

Achieved

Comparativ
e

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the state 
mathematics exam will be greater than that of students in the same 
tested grades in the local school district. 

Achieved

Comparativ
e

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance 
on the state mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above 
(performing higher than expected to a small degree) according to a 
regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged 
students among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2012-13 
school district results.)

Did Not 
Achieve

Growth

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean 
unadjusted growth percentile in mathematics for all tested students in 
grades 4-8 will be above the state’s unadjusted median growth 
percentile.  

Achieved

Absolute 
(optional)

For the 2013-14 school year, the percent of students at 
grade level that are identified as on-level and on-watch 
will meet or exceed 50%.

Achieved

Action Plan
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The table below indicates that 64 out of 71 (90%) 4th graders and 54 out of 64 (85%) 8th graders 
were enrolled in at least their second year at SBCS.  The 4th grade cohort scored exactly the 
same percentage as the total 4th grade population (98%).  The 8th grade cohort scored 3 
percentage points higher than the total student population.  

Charter School Performance on 2013-14 State Science Exam
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

4 98 64 98 71

8 77 54 74 64

Evaluation
Students in at least their second year in 8th grade scored better than that of the total population.  
Both the cohort and total population groups had a high percentage of students with mastery 
(Level 4) scores. Typically, our cohorts have the benefit of extended exposure to our 
comprehensive educational program.  SBCS recognizes that our new student population often 
enters our school system with instructional gaps.  In response, the school immediately acts with 
purposeful intent to assess and intervene on each student’s behalf to maximize their potential 
and eliminate those gaps.

Additional Evidence

SBCS has maintained a high level of performance in 4th grade over the last three years as 
shown in the table below. We have maintained overall proficiency over the last three years. We 
have also slightly increased our overall percent proficient from 2011-12 levels. 

Science Performance by Grade Level and School Year

Grad
e

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
at Proficiency

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Percent Number 
Tested

Percen
t

Numbe
r 

Tested
Percent

Numbe
r 
Tested

4 95 73 100 58 98 68
8 76 57 74 57 78 59

All 86 130 87 115     88     64
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Goal 3: Comparative Measure
Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state science exam will be greater than that of all 
students in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Method

The school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested 
students in the surrounding public school district.  Comparisons are between the results 
for each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year and 
the results for the respective grades in the local school district.  

Results
Due to the unavailability of the Buffalo Public Schools data for the 2013-2014 school year the 
below table represents information on the 2012-2013 data.  SBCS significantly outperformed 
our comparison district in both grade 4 and 8 Science results. 

2012-13 State Science Exam 
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level

Grade

Percent of Students at Proficiency
Charter School 

Students In At Least 2nd 

Year
All District Students

Percent
Number 
Tested

Percent
Number 
Tested

4
100 67 67 2341

8
74 40 40 2096

Evaluation
On the 2012-2013 science assessment, SBCS outscored the Buffalo Public Schools in 
grade 4 by 33 points and in grade 8 by 34 points, illustrating a very large differential.

Additional Evidence
Over the last three years, SBCS has outperformed our local district on the NYS science 
assessment in both grade 4 and 8. 

Science Performance of Charter School and Local District
by Grade Level and School Year
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Grade

Percent of Charter School Students at Proficiency and Enrolled in At 
Least their Second Year Compared to Local District Students
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

Charter 
School 

Local
District 

4
95 62 100

67 98
Not 

Available

8
76 40 74

40 76
Not 

Available

All
86 51 87

54 87
Not 

Available

Summary of the Science Goal
SBCS achieved the outcomes for the Science Goal. The total percent of all tested 
students who are enrolled in at least their second year performed above 75%.   SBCS 
continues to outperform our comparison district, Buffalo Public Schools. 

Type Measure Outcome

Absolute
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at proficiency on 
the New York State examination.

Achieved

Comparative

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in 
at least their second year and performing at proficiency 
on the state exam will be greater than that of all students 
in the same tested grades in the local school district.

Achieved

Action Plan

Although SBCS continues to meet both the absolute and comparative goals we are 
aware of and are preparing for the upcoming changes to the standards and 
subsequently our curriculum. To begin this work our staff has reviewed the resources 
and information the state has already released and made some revisions to our current 
scope and sequence maps.  We have also inventoried, researched and investigated our 
current and anticipated necessary supplies, materials and resources that will be needed 
to effectively teach to the new standards once they are adopted and released. We are 
confident this work will better prepare our teachers to provide a more rigorous program. 
Throughout the course of the 2013-2014 school year we will continue to review, revise 
and edit our Science curriculum to meet the expectations of the new science standards 
and therefore the improved NYS Assessments. The school has adopted the 4-phase 
process endorsed by TERC (Technical Educational Research Center) as a means to 
analyze data and create instructional action plans to respond to the needs of students. 
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2012-13 Good Standing
2013-14 Good Standing

38
South Buffalo Charter School 2013-14 Accountability Plan Progress Report





 
2013-14 Parent Satisfaction Survey Response Rate

Number of 
Responses

Number of 
Families 

Response 
Rate

176 440 40.0%

2013-14 Parent Satisfaction on Key Survey Results

   Item

Percent of 
Responden
ts Satisfied

Overall, I would rate the school culture as very positive 94%
Overall, I would rate the academic program at my child’s 

school as very effective.
96%

Overall, I would rate my child’s teachers as very effective 98%
Overall, I would rate the administrators at my child’s school as 

very effective
92%

Overall, I would rate my child’s school environment as very positive 97%

Evaluation

In an attempt to increase parent participation in completing the parental satisfaction 
survey the school continued the process we had implemented last year. The school 
offered the following:

• Provided format options for parents, completing it as a paper product 
or online as a web-based product. 

• Provided Kiosk computers in the school during several parent/teacher 
conferences and parent nights for their convenience.

• Widely publicized and promoted the survey through several modes of 
correspondence including one calls, website announcements, and 
flyers.

• Sent home via mail a paper copy of the survey to every parent.
As a result our response rate this year is 40% increasing 2% from last year. This 
response rate remains under our goal of 2/3rds of our families responding.  However, 
based upon the positive results of the responses in the table above and other indicators 
of parent/student satisfaction that include: consistent student retention, strong parent 
participation in parent/teacher conferences, information nights, PTA activities, child 
study meetings, special education meetings, and ongoing communication and feedback, 
a high rate of sibling and family connections in student population, a robust waiting list 
for student enrollment in all grade levels, and the need for additional facilities due to 
expanding population the school receives very high levels of satisfaction. 
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Goal S: Absolute Measure
Each year, 90 percent of all students enrolled during the course of the year return the 
following September.

Method
Student attendance is tracked through Power School, our school data system.

Results
SBCS exceeded the 90 percent absolute measure for the retention of students for the 
2012-2013 school year.

2013-14 Student Retention Rate

2012-13 
Enrollment

Number of 
Students Who 
Graduated in 

2012-13

Number of 
Students Who 

Returned in 2013-
14

Retention Rate
2013-14 Re-enrollment ÷ 

(2012-13 Enrollment – 
Graduates)

655 68 568 93.9

Evaluation

The retention rate for the 2012-2013 school year exceeded the expected target.  SBCS 
is dedicated to providing a quality educational experience, which is reflected by the 
data.  South Buffalo Charter School has maintained a high retention rate over the last 5 
years as reflected in the chart below.  

Additional Evidence

Over the last four years SBCS has exceeded the retention goal of 90%.

Year Retention 
Rate

2011-12 94%
2012-13 94%
2013-14 94%

Goal S: Absolute Measure
Each year the school will have a daily attendance rate of at least 95 percent.
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Method
Student attendance is tracked through Power School, our school data system.

Results
The overall daily average attendance rate was calculated to be 94%, which is only 1% below our 
goal measure.  

2013-14 Attendance

Grade
Average Daily 

Attendance Rate
1 93.92%
2 96.40%
3 97.17%
4 97.20%
5 96.08%
6 93.49%
7 93.82%
8 86.77%

Overall 94.09%

Evaluation

Although the school was 1% point off from meeting the measure, it is apparent in 
looking at the data from grade level to grade level that our attendance rates remain 
consistent over the last several years due to the continuous reflection and revision of 
the school’s attendance policy. Our response to attendance patterns and 
attendance/tardy issues of our students is consistently monitored and addressed. It is 
our intention to maintain and/or increase this trend in order to better serve our students. 

Additional Evidence
Although, SBCS has not hit the 95% goal for the last three years, the school does 
remain stable maintaining an ADA rate of over 90% across all grade levels with the 
exception of 8th grade and has illustrated a consistent average daily attendance over 
time. The school has been and will continue to make modifications to address the 
attendance patterns of its students and create protocols, procedures and intervention 
services to continuously improve such.

Year
Average Daily 

Attendance Rate
2011-12 94%
2012-13 94%
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2013-14 94%
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Appendix B: Total Expenditures and Administrative Expenditures
per Child
Created Wednesday, July 16, 2014
Updated Thursday, July 24, 2014
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Charter School Name: 140600860817 SOUTH BUFFALO CS

B. Financial Information 
This information is required of ALL charter schools. Provide the following measures of fiscal
performance of the charter school in Appendix B (Total Expenditures and Administrative
Expenditures Per Child):
 

1. Total Expenditures Per Child

To calculate ‘Total Expenditures per Child’ take total expenditures (from the unaudited 2013-14 Schedule of Functional Expenses) and
divide by the count of students you reported on of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or commas).

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 1: Total Expenditures Per Pupil 7780618

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 2: BEDS Day Pupil Count 694

1. Total Expenditures Per Child | Line 3: Divide Line 1 by Line 2 11211

2. Administrative Expenditures per Child

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel services cost’ row and the
‘management and general’ column (from the unaudited 2013-14 Schedule of Functional Expenses) and divide by the BEDS per pupil
count.  The relevant portion that must be included in this calculation is defined as follows:

Administrative Expenditures:  Administration and management of the charter school includes the activities and personnel of the offices
of the chief school officers, the treasurer, the finance or business offices, the purchasing unit, the employee personnel offices, the
records management offices, or a public information and services offices.  It also includes those administrative and management
services provided by other organizations or corporations on behalf of the charter school for which the charter school pays a fee or other
compensation.  
 
Please note the following:

Do not include the FTE of personnel dedicated to administration of the instructional programs.
Do not include Employee Benefit costs or expenditures in the above calculations. 
A template for the Schedule of Functional Expenses is provided on page 21 of the 2012 Annual Report Guidelines to assist schools
identify the categories of expenses needed to compute the two per pupil calculations. This template does not need to be completed
or submitted on August 1st as it will be submitted November 1st as part of the audited financial statements. Therefore schools should
use unaudited amounts for these per pupil calculations. (See the 2013-14 Annual Report Guidelines in "Resources" area of your portal
task page).

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the
‘personnel services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14
Schedule of Functional Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day.
(Integers Only. No dollar signs or commas).
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To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 1: Relevant Personnel Services Cost (Row)

1051143

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 2: Management and General Cost (Column)

547139

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 3: Sum of Line 1 and Line 2

1598282

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 4: BEDS Day Pupil Count

694

To calculate ‘Administrative Expenditures per Child' take the relevant portion from the ‘personnel
services cost’ row and the ‘management and general’ column (from the 2013-14 Schedule of Functional
Expenses) and divide by the count of students as of BEDS Day. (Integers Only. No dollar signs or
commas). | Line 5: Divide Line 3 by the BEDS Day Pupil Count

2303

Thank you.













































South Buffalo Charter School
BALANCE SHEET

2013-14

 Prior Year  Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4 

2012-13 As of 9/30 As of 12/31 As of 3/31 As of 6/30
ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents  $9,938,470  $8,131,515  $2,347,105  $3,429,992  $3,238,482 
Grants and contracts receivable  265,575  65,171  -  -  - 
Accounts receivables  1,575,973  4,466,275  11,002,037  9,993,858  10,126,031 
Prepaid Expenses  266,569  142,489  132,485  122,554  241,659 
Contributions and other receivables  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  12,046,587  12,805,450  13,481,627  13,546,404  13,606,172 

PROPERTY, BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT, net  6,563,419  4,088,948  4,030,328  3,976,027  3,916,354 

OTHER ASSETS  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL ASSETS  18,610,006  16,894,398  17,511,955  17,522,431  17,522,526 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $2,764,435  $279,076  $138,102  $196,053  $304,722 
Accrued payroll and benefits  888,927  314,722  432,762  717,437  969,585 
Dreferred Revenue  -  652,811  1,262,007  610,138  - 
Current maturities of long-term debt  -  -  -  -  - 
Short Term Debt - Bonds, Notes Payable  -  -  -  -  - 
Other  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES  3,653,362  1,246,609  1,832,871  1,523,628  1,274,307 

LONG-TERM DEBT and NOTES PAYABLE, net current maturities  -  -  -  -  - 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  3,653,362  1,246,609  1,832,871  1,523,628  1,274,307 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted  13,702,928  14,981,088  14,981,088  14,981,088  14,981,088 
Temporarily restricted  1,253,716  666,701  697,996  1,017,715  1,267,131 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  14,956,644  15,647,789  15,679,084  15,998,803  16,248,219 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  18,610,006  16,894,398  17,511,955  17,522,431  17,522,526 
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Appendix E: Disclosure of Financial Interest Form
Created Monday, July 21, 2014
Updated Thursday, July 24, 2014
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140600860817 SOUTH BUFFALO CS

An Appendix E: Disclosure of Financial Interest Form must be completed for each active
Trustee who served on the charter school's Board of Trustees during the 2013-14 school
year. Trustees are at times difficult to track down in the summer months. Trustees may complete
and submit at their leisure (but before the deadline) their individual form at:

http://fluidsurveys.com/surveys/vickie-smith/appendix-e-trustee-disclosure-form/. Trustees may
download and/or email their forms to you upon completion.

Trustees who are technologically advanced may complete the survey using their smartphones or
other mobile devices by downloading the this bar code link to the
surveyhttps://fluidsurveys.com/account/surveys/540612/publish/qrcode/. (Make sure you have
the bar code application reader on your phone).

If a Trustee is unable to complete the form by the deadline (i.e, out of the country), the school is
responsible for submitting the information required on the form for that individual trustee.  

Just send the links via email today to your Trustees requesting that they each complete their
form as soon as possible.
Thank you.

Yes, each member of the school's Board of Trustees has received a link to the Disclosure of
Financial Interest Form.

Yes

Thank you.
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Appendix F: BOT Membership Table
Created Wednesday, July 16, 2014
Updated Monday, July 28, 2014

Page 1

140600860817 SOUTH BUFFALO CS

1. Current Board Member Information
Full Name
of Individual
Trustees

Position on
Board
(Officer or
Rep).

Voting
Membe
r

Area of Expertise &/or
Additional Role

Terms Served & Length (include date
of election and expiration)

Committ
ee
affiliatio
ns

1 James P.
Neimeier

Chair/Preside
nt

Yes Finance, Facility, and
Personnel Committees
and Appeals Officer

4 Terms served - 3 years each term,
date of elec. -4/4/00, date of exp. 7/1/15

2 Anne Marie
Tryjankows
ki

Vice
Chair/Vice
President

Yes Personnel Committees 3 Terms Served-3 years each term, date
of elec-9/28/04, date of exp.-7/1/15

3 Kathy
Linhardt

Secretary Yes Facility and Personnel
Committees

4 Terms Served- 3 years each term,
date of elec.- 4/4/00, date of exp. 7/1/15

4 Ben
DiLorenzo

Treasurer Yes Finance and Facility
Committees

2.5 Terms Served 3 years each term,
date of elec. -1/5/06, date of exp.-
7/1/14 continuing until a successor is
appointed

5 Steven
Nigrelli 

Member Yes Facility, Personnel and
Negotiations
Committees

3 Terms Served - 3 years each term,
date of elec.- 9/28/04, date of
exp.-7/1/17

6 Kristi
Maggio 

Member Yes Personnel and
Negotiations
Committees

2.5 Terms Served - 3 years each term,
date of elec. 2/6/06, date of exp.- 7/1/16

7 Chris
Schafer

Member Yes Parent 2 Terms Served - 1 year each term, date
of elec.- 9/30/11, date of exp.- 9/30/14

8 Jennifer
Mack 

Member No Parent 1 Term Served - 1 year each term,
9/30/14, date of exp. 9/30/14

2. Total Number of Members Joining Board during the 2013-14 school year

1

3. Total Number of Members Departing the Board during the 2013-14 school year

0

4. According to the School's by-laws, what is the maximum number of trustees that may
comprise the governing board?

9
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5. How many times did the Board meet during the 2013-14 school year?

16

6. How many times will the Board meet during the 2014-15 school year?

12

Thank you.



Appendix H (Enrollment and Retention Targets)

The South Buffalo Charter School utilized good faith efforts to recruit and retain the 
enrollment of students with disabilities, English language learners and students eligible 
for the free and reduced price lunch program in the 20132014 school year. 
In the history of our school our free and reduced lunch count averages between 8090%. 
This is largely due to the location of our school. The school resides in a predominantly 
lowincome, high need area of the City of Buffalo.
These efforts included the following:

o During the recruitment process, we scatter a wide net not only to all sections of the 
city of Buffalo, but the surrounding areas as well.  Our Recruitment/Enrollment 
Coordinator has received inquiries on Special Education Services, 504 Plans, ESL, 
AIS, and Counseling Services.  She answers all general questions regarding these 
programs and also connects potential parents to staff members within specialized 
areas/programs to answer specific questions regarding their department.

o Our Recruitment/Enrollment Coordinator has gone to 4 CAO Head Start family 
nights to recruit for the upcoming Kindergarten class and grades 1-8.  She completed 
recruitments at the neighborhood CAO Head Start, St. Agatha’s.  She attended Ferry 
and Drexel Academies, which are considered to be high poverty learning facilities.  
She also completed recruitments at the Holy Cross facility on the Westside of 
Buffalo, NY.  This area has a dense population of Spanish speaking residents.  While 
there, she promoted our ESL program knowing parents may be seeking such services 
for their child(ren).  She asks parents if they prefer English or Spanish as she is bi-
lingual and can accommodate them by speaking in the language they are more 
comfortable with and can communicate more clearly through.  

o Our Recruitment/Enrollment Coordinator visited the Mercy Pediatric Center in 
Buffalo and the West Side Health Center and have left applications and brochures in 
their waiting rooms to distribute to parents seeking additional school choices for their 
child(ren).  

o Applications and brochures were sent to 3 separate YMCA locations to place on their 
Family Information walls.

o During our enrollment period, recruitment packages containing brochures, general 
charter school information, and applications are mailed to all 6 Boys and Girls Clubs 
in the City of Buffalo.

o Additional recruitment packages are sent to various day care centers throughout 
WNY.

o Our Recruitment/Enrollment Coordinator is available to conduct tours Monday-
Friday.  Families call in and make appointments that best suit their schedule.

o Editorial advertisement in WNY Family’s December Education issue specifically 
highlighting our special education and ESL programs in an effort to recruit additional 
students from those subgroups. 

o Advertisements for recruitment are placed in the WNY Metro News, which is a 
weekly publication between 2-4 times per month.  The WNY Metro News is 
distributed over various parts in the City of Buffalo and Cheektowaga.

o Advertisements during enrollment period are also placed in the Buffalo News, on the 
schools website at www.southbuffalocs.org and on the school’s billboard to recruit 
new students.



o On, January 30th, 2014 SBCS held a Community Open House where progress on our 
new building facility was shared with the public.  Our numerous community partners, 
such as counseling services, Buffalo Police Dept., NY State Troopers, Buffalo 
Hearing and Speech, Medaille College among others were in attendance to 
disseminate information.  

Students with Disabilities:
o SBCS has a robust special education program that works to meet the 

individualized needs of students through:
 Appropriate and manageable student-teacher (CT) ratios

• 1 FTE Special Education Coordinator
• 9 FTE Special Education Consultant Teachers
• 2 FTE Guidance Counselors
• 1 part-time bilingual therapist

 Developing and maintaining strong working relationships with 
neighboring district CSE’s.

• CSE’s work with parents to place SWD’s at SBCS because of the 
high quality services/programs offered.

 Contracting with Buffalo Hearing and Speech Services to provide related 
services for our students that include:

• Speech
• Occupational Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• Counseling
• Hearing Impaired Services
• 2 FTE Literacy Specialists

English Language Learners:
o The creation and advertisement of a freestanding ESL program through school 

flyers and pamphlets.
o The employment of 1 FTE ESL certified Teacher
o Advertisement of ESL program in the Buffalo News, on the school’s website at 

www.southbuffalocs.org, in WNY Family’s December education issue in order to 
recruit additional identified ESL students.

o Full Page Advertisement in the Journey’s End Refugee Services Inc. program for 
the Buffalo Through Their Eyes 2012 Art Show. The show was hosted by CEPA 
at their Main Street Gallery. The event features photographs of refugee artists 
documenting everyday moments with their families and communities. It also 
showcases the important work of rescuing, nurturing and empowering refugees. 

o The Assistant Principal, Achievement Coordinator and ESL Teacher participated 
in monthly meetings with the Title III consortium established by area charter 
schools.  

o On November 26th, 2013 our Assistant Principal, Achievement Coordinator, 
Instructional Coach, and ESL Teacher provided professional development in 



regard to ELLs.  Specifically the different levels of English Language Learners 
and how to differentiate instruction to meet their needs.

o On March 25th, 2014 our Achievement Coordinator, Instructional Coach, 
Intervention Teacher, Classroom Teacher and ESL Teacher participated in a one-
day workshop with Virginia Rojas on Strategies for Success with ELLS – A 
longtime ASCD Faculty member, Virginia Rojas, PhD, conducts professional 
training on effective programs and strategies for English language learners from 
preschool through grade 12 for ESL and classroom teachers alike. Using the 
Understanding by Design framework, Rojas works with teachers to design high-
challenge, high-support learning experiences to simultaneously strengthen 
English language proficiency and academic achievement.  The training 
encompassed instructional strategies for all grades and subject areas K-12.

o South Buffalo Charter School has contracted with Virginia Rojas to come in 
August 2014 to provide school wide professional development in the area of 
Differentiated Instruction to meet the needs of English Language Learners.  

o Have school applications accessible in alternative languages.

Students Eligible for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program:
o The school participates in the Foodbank of WNY Backpack program that 

provides weekend meals all year for approximately 100 students identified as 
economically challenged.

o The school has a uniform assistance program to provide uniforms for students 
identified as economically challenged. 

o The school organizes yearly food drives during the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays for families and a toy drive for students.

o SBCS initiated a school wide clothing, home goods donation in 2013-14 for 
families that provided them the opportunity to purchase goods at a reduced price.  
The school wide clothing/ home goods were available during parent teacher 
conference and open houses.  

o SBCS is currently working with a local company to secure a donation of free 
book bags and supplies for students K-6 at the start of the 2014-2015 school year 
to coincide with the opening of our new facility at 154 S. Ogden Street. 

In 201314, The South Buffalo Charter School marketing campaign achieved its goal of 
recruiting an additional 125 students in grades K4 for the 20142015 school year.   The 
South Buffalo Charter School will continue to engage in an aggressive marketing and 
recruitment campaign in preparation for the 20152016 school year in order to add an 
additional 100 students in grades 58.  In addition to continuing the 
recruitment/enrollment efforts described above the school will continue to work with a 
public relations firm to broaden and enrich our marketing and recruiting plans. These 
plans will include some if not all of the following

o Use of Billboards: 8 boards per month, resulting in 56 boards over 7 months (June – 
December).

• Concept, design and mechanical production of 3 versions of billboards.



• Production of 8 boards (mixture of the 3 concepts).
• Billboards placements ran June 13-July 14 (8 posters per month that 

rotate) 

o Updated Brochures - based on 9x12 with a pocket, 8-12 pages in length.
o Re-launch of school’s website to coincide with the opening of SBCS’s new facility. 
o New Building Video project that is continuously accessible on the school’s webpage. 
o Internet/ Web advertising that will drive traffic to the school’s website and application 

process. 
o Professional signage for use at open houses, community events etc.  
o Public Meetings and Open Houses throughout the year to highlight the new school 

building and the robust instructional programs SBCS offers for students with disabilities, 
ESL and economically disadvantaged.

o Periodic flyers sent out to the community highlighting construction updates and 
information regarding the expansion and creation of additional sections for the 2015-
2016 school year for grades 5-8.  
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Charter School Name: 140600860817 SOUTH BUFFALO CS

Instructions for completing the Teacher and Administrator Attrition Tables
ALL charter schools should provide, for teachers and administrators only, the full time
equivalent (FTE) of staff on June 30, 2013, the FTE for added staff from July 1, 2013 through
June 30, 2014, and the FTE for any departed staff from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014
using the two tables provided. 

2013-14 Teacher Attrition Table
FTE Teachers on June 30,
2013

FTE Teachers Additions 7/1/13 –
6/30/14

FTE Teacher Departures 7/1/13 –
6/30/14

59 3 3

2013-14 Administrator Position Attrition Table
FTE Administrator Positions On
6/30/2013

FTE Administrator Additions 7/1/13
– 6/30/14

FTE Administrator Departures
7/1/13 – 6/30/14

4 0 1

Thank you




