
 

 
 
 
 
Public School Choice Programs 
State Education Department 
89 Washington Avenue, Room 462 EBA 
Albany, New York 12234 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are pleased to submit an annual report for Achievement First Brownsville Charter School for the 2008-2009 
academic year.  In keeping with our mission to close the achievement gap by providing a rigorous and high-quality 
college-preparatory academic and character development program, we had an exciting school year and worked 
towards delivering on our mission to parents and students in Brooklyn.  Highlighted in this report is information about 
how our school performed this year, academically and fiscally.  We continue to strive for excellence in our schools, 
and look forward to a prosperous upcoming academic year with even stronger results. 
 
Please note that all applicable leases, certificates, and approvals necessary to operate Achievement First Brownsville 
Charter School are in full force and effect. 
 
Enclosed in this report are the following documents for your review: 
 

• Charter School Information/Contact Sheet 
• 2008-2009 School Assessment Data 
• Accountability Plan Progress Report 
• Attrition Charts 
• Report of Fiscal Performance 
• Disclosure of Financial Interest Statements 
• Statement of Assurances 

 
If you have any questions about the Annual Report, please feel free to contact me by phone,  ext. 
12401 or by e-mail,  
 
Thank you for your attention to these materials. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lesley Esters Redwine, Esq. 
Vice President of External Relations 

 



 
 

The State Education Department 
The University of the State of New York  

 
Office of Instructional Support and Development 

Public School Choice Programs 
462 EBA 

Albany, New York 12234 
518-474-1762 

 
Charter School Annual Report 

2008  -  2009 
 

Charter School Information and Cover Page 
 

 
Name of Charter School ___Achievement Brownsville Charter School_____ 
 
Address 2021 Bergen St. 

   Brooklyn NY 11233 
 
Telephone _______________  
 
BEDS #_____ 332300860912_______________________________ 
 
District/CSD of Location  District 23  
 
Charter Entity ______State University of New York/Charter Schools Institute____________ 
 
Head of School (Contact Person)  Gina Musumeci 
            (print name) 
E-mail address of contact person__ _ 

           
President, Board of Trustees_______ Kelly Wachowicz 
       (print name) 
E-mail address and Phone Number of Board President_
 

  
 

  
 
 





Other Student Assessment Data 
2008-09 

 
Name of Charter School: Achievement First Brownsville 
 
 
 
Name of Test: Terra Nova (Results Pending)   Subtest: Math 
 

Grade Date of 
Test 

(DOT) 

# Enrolled 
in Grade 
on DOT 

# Absent 
on Grade 
on DOT 

# 
Exempted 
in Grade 
by IEP 

# 
Exempted 
in Grade 
by ELL 
Status 

# Students 
Assessed 

in Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitativ
e Level 

and 
Percent 

Attaining*
* 

Other *** 

1st Aug/Sept 
08 

92        

K June 08 91        
1st June 08 90        
          
          
          
          
          
          
 
* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 

Other Student Assessment Data 
2008-09 



Other Student Assessment Data 
2008-09 

 
 

Name of Charter School: Achievement First Brownsville 
 
 
Name of Test: Degrees of Reading Power (Results Pending)   Subtest: _____________________ 
 

Grade Date of 
Test 

(DOT) 

# Enrolled 
in Grade 
on DOT 

# Absent 
on Grade 
on DOT 

# 
Exempted 
in Grade 
by IEP 

# 
Exempted 
in Grade 
by ELL 
Status 

# Students 
Assessed 

in Grade* 

Score 
(Indicate 
Type of 

Score, e.g., 
NCE) 

Qualitativ
e Level 

and 
Percent 

Attaining*
* 

Other *** 

1st Aug/Sept 
08 

92        

K  July 09 91        
1st  July 09 90        
          
          
          
          
          
          
 
* This number should equal the number of students enrolled on the day of the test, minus the number absent and the number exempted by either their IEP or their 
ELL status.  
 
**If the assessment provides qualitative levels of achievement, e.g., “with honors,” indicate the applicable levels and the percent of students who took the test in 
each grade who attained each level.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
 
*** For any other evaluative data that describe the performance of your students on the assessments given.  If not applicable, enter “NA.” 
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ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN  
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Submitted to the SUNY Charter Schools Institute on: 
 

 August 3, 2009 
 

By Lesley Esters Redwine 
Vice President of External Affairs, Achievement First 

 
 

2021 Bergen Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11233 

 
 

Please contact Lesley Esters Redwine at 
 or  x12401 

 
 
 
 
 



Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

 
Lesley Esters Redwine and Emily Ente of Achievement First prepared this 2008-2009 Accountability 
Progress Report on behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 
 
 
 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Kelly Wachowicz Chair 
Chrystal Stokes Williams Treasurer 

Max Polaner 
Trustee;  
Achievement First Representative 

Nicole Campbell Trustee 
Sean Andrews Trustee 
Elgina Brooks Parent Representative 
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The mission of Achievement First Brownsville Charter School is to provide all of our students with the 
academic and character skills they need to excel in top colleges, succeed in a competitive world, and 
serve as the next generation of leaders in their communities.  We accomplish this by ensuring that every 
student attending the school receives a college-preparatory education and is frequently assessed to ensure 
that she or he is making yearly progress made towards academic goals.   
 
Achievement First Brownsville elementary academy opened in fall 2008 and served 182 students in 
grades K-1 in its first year.  The school is growing to serve grades K-4.  The student body is 91% 
Black and 8% Latino; 100% of the students are selected by a blind lottery process.   
 
Core elements of the Achievement First model that support our ambitious goal of closing the 
achievement gap by preparing our students for success include: 
 
• Unwavering focus on breakthrough student achievement 
• Aggressive recruitment and retention of talent and diversity 
• Consistent, proven, standards-based curriculum 
• Disciplined, high-expectations achievement-oriented school culture 
• Interim assessments & strategic use of data to drive instruction 
• Principals with the power to lead and high-quality, focused training for leaders 
• Parents as Partners 
 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 
 

School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2005-06 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

2006-07 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

2007-08 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

2008-09 92 90            182 
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

some positive growth in the subsequent year.  In addition, the aggregate of all cohorts is examined to 
determine the growth of all students who took a state exam in both years. 
 
Results 
 

Kindergarten and first grade students at Achievement First Brownsville were not eligible for New 
York State examinations in 2008-2009. 
 

Cohort Growth on State English Language Arts Exam from 2007-08 to 2008-09 
 

Grade Cohort 
Size 

Percent at Levels 3 and 4 Target 
Achieved 2007-08 Target 2008-09 

4      
5      
6      
7      
8      

All      
 
Evaluation 
 
N/A 
 
Additional Evidence 
 
N/A 
 
Summary of the English Language Arts Goal 
 
Third grade students Achievement First Brownsville Charter School will be eligible for the New 
York State English Language Arts examination 2010-2011, at which time the following metrics will 
be applicable 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

N/A 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

N/A 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  N/A 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s State exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

N/A 

 
Action Plan 
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

Achievement First Brownsville will continue to administer its rigorous English language arts 
curriculum in accordance with New York State standards, to prepare its students for success on state 
examinations in 2011 and beyond.   
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

some positive growth in the subsequent year.  In addition, the aggregate of all cohorts is examined to 
determine the growth of all students who took a state exam in both years. 
 
Results 
 
Kindergarten and first grade students at AF Brownsville were not eligible for New York State 
examinations in 2008-2009. 
 

Cohort Growth on State Mathematics Exam from 2007-08 to 2008-09 
 

Grade Cohort 
Size 

Percent at Levels 3 and 4 Target 
Achieved 2007-08 Target 2008-09 

4      
5      
6      
7      
8      

All      
 
 

Evaluation 
 
This metric is inapplicable.   
 
Additional Evidence 
 
N/A 
 
 
Summary of the Mathematics Goal 
 
Third grade students Achievement First Brownsville Charter School will be eligible for the New 
York State English Language Arts examination 2010-2011, at which time the following metrics will 
be applicable 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

N/A 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

N/A 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  N/A 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s State exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

N/A 
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

 
Action Plan 
Achievement First Brownsville will continue to administer its rigorous mathematics curriculum in 
accordance with New York State standards, to prepare its students for success on state examinations 
in 2011 and beyond.   
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Achievement First Brownsville Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

Page 29 of 30 

Method 
 
Achievement First Brownsville ensures that any deficiencies identified by auditor ERE, SED or the 
Charter Schools Institute will receive prompt attention and a response in writing to ensure immediate 
compliance.  Responses will be direct by the Principal, Director of School Operations, or 
representative of the Achievement First charter management organization.  Pertinent information will 
be shared with the Board of Trustees at the regular bimonthly meetings.   
 
Results 
 
In its first year of operation, AF Brownsville received a request for follow-up to the Institute’s visit 
and inspection of the school on August 20, 2008.  This written request detailed outstanding issues for 
resolution to ensure that the school remained in compliance with all applicable rules and regulations.  
The school has acted to correct deficiencies identified and a letter of response has been drafted for 
August 2009 submission to provide necessary updates.   
 
Evaluation 
 
Final evaluation of this metric is pending submission of the letter of response to the Charter Schools 
Institute.   
 
 

END OF REPORT 



Teacher Certification and Experience

Teacher’s Name Room # Teaching Assignment (Grades/Subjects) Type of Certification
Certification 
Issue Date

Certification 
Expiration 

Date

Years Teaching 
Experience Prior 
to This Year

Years Teaching 
Experience at 
This School 
Prior to This 

Year

Highly 
Qualified

(Yes or N/A)
Kwaku Aning 240 Kindergarten, 1st Grade ‐ Music Not Certified NA NA 8 0 Yes
Lauren Conroy 217 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Not Certified NA NA 2 0 N/A
Stephanie Frost 207 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2008 8/31/11 0 0 Yes
Samantha Hooper 235B Kindergarten, 1st Grade ‐ Special Ed. Conditional Initial 9/1/2008 8/31/10 3 0 Yes

Jeff Johnston‐Keisling 253 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2008 8/31/11 0 0 Yes
Nibette LaFrennie 215 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 2/1/2007 1/31/10 2 0 Yes
Mandisa LeBlanc 207 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Not Certified NA NA 0 0 N/A
Vanessa Linton 211 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Initial 9/1/2008 8/31/13 1 0 Yes
Lauren Mendoza 203 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Initial 9/1/2008 8/31/13 1 0 Yes
Keisha Mercury 211 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2009 8/31/12 0 0 Yes

Ami Patel 203 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2008 1/31/12 0 0 Yes
Tina‐Marie Rosenberger 253 1st Grade ‐ Gen. Ed. Not Certified NA NA 2 0 Yes

Robert Rutkoff 217 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2008 8/31/11 0 0 Yes
Kimberly Sandler 255 Kindergarten, 1st Grade ‐ Art Initial 9/1/2008 8/31/13 0 0 Yes
Anna Tattan 215 Kindergarten ‐ Gen. Ed. Transitional B 9/1/2008 8/31/12 2 0 Yes



Achievement First Brownsville

119

Num. of %
28 Why did you enroll your child at the school? Resp. Resp'd

1 My child was doing poorly in his/her prior school. 8 6.7%
2 The location of the school is more convenient than the location of my child's prior school. 16 13.4%
3 The academic program is more rigorous at the school. 76 63 9%
4 The school culture and behavior standards are higher at the school. 79 66.4%
5 There are better teachers at the school. 58 48.7%
6 My child wanted to come to the school. 12 10.1%
7 I wanted a college preparatory education for my child. 84 70 6%
8 I was unhappy with the curriculum or teaching at the prior school. 25 21 0%
9 I was unhappy with the discipline standards and procedures at the prior school. 17 14 3%

10 I have another child attending the school. 1 0.8%
11 Other. 14 11 8%

Str
Agree Agree Disagree

Str 
Disagree NA

Str
Agree Agree Disagree

Str 
Disagree NA

1 My child goes to a great school. 87 30 0 0 0 74.4% 25.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
2 The school has delivered on its promises to parents and students. 76 35 0 0 0 68.5% 31.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
3 I would recommend the school to parents of other students in the city 88 25 1 0 1 76.5% 21.7% 0.9% 0.0% 0.9%
4 I am pleased with my child's overall progress at the school. 82 28 3 0 1 71.9% 24.6% 2.6% 0.0% 0.9%
5 I feel confident that the school is doing all it can to prepare my child for success in college 85 25 1 0 1 75.9% 22.3% 0.9% 0.0% 0.9%

A+ A B C F A+ A B C F
73 34 7 2 0 62.9% 29.3% 6.0% 1.7% 0.0%

6 The school is a safe place for children. 79 36 0 0 0 68.7% 31.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
7 The school holds students to very high behavioral standards. 95 20 0 0 0 82.6% 17.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
8 I am happy with the system of rules, rewards, and consequences at the school 78 30 4 1 1 68.4% 26.3% 3.5% 0.9% 0.9%
9 I believe that the school has had a positive impact on my child's character development. 80 31 3 0 1 69.6% 27.0% 2.6% 0.0% 0.9%

10 The school is a joyful place. 65 45 0 1 0 58.6% 40.5% 0.0% 0.9% 0.0%
11 I am satisfied by how well the school communicates with parents throughout the year abo 84 29 2 1 0 72.4% 25.0% 1.7% 0.9% 0.0%
12 I receive regular and timely progress about my child's academic progress. 74 35 1 1 1 66.1% 31.3% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9%
13 The school contacts me immediately when my child is struggling. 69 31 4 1 8 61.1% 27.4% 3.5% 0.9% 7.1%
14 I feel welcome when I visit the school. 88 24 1 0 1 77.2% 21.1% 0.9% 0.0% 0.9%
15 The school's administration and teaches are open and accessible. 78 32 0 0 0 70.9% 29.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
16 I am pleased with the principal of the school. The principal does a great job. 84 26 0 0 2 75.0% 23.2% 0.0% 0.0% 1.8%
17 I am pleased with the dean of students of the school. The dean does a great job. 79 26 2 0 2 72.5% 23.9% 1.8% 0.0% 1.8%
18 I am pleased with my child's teachers. The teachers do a great job. 89 23 0 0 0 79.5% 20.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
19 I can tell that the teachers and staff at the school love my child. 78 32 1 1 2 68.4% 28.1% 0.9% 0.9% 1.8%
20 My child has a close relationship with at least one adult in the school. 67 32 6 1 7 59.3% 28.3% 5.3% 0.9% 6.2%
21 The school has very high academic standards and a rigorous curriculum. 88 26 0 0 0 77.2% 22.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
22 I am pleased with the quality of teaching at the school. 78 30 0 0 1 71.6% 27.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.9%
23 My child has the right amount of homework each night 72 36 4 0 0 64.3% 32.1% 3.6% 0.0% 0.0%
24 My child's school work and homework assignments are meaningful. 71 39 1 0 0 64.0% 35.1% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0%
25 The school day is the right length. 61 42 8 0 0 55.0% 37.8% 7.2% 0.0% 0.0%
26 My child is more motivated to learn than before coming to the school. 57 42 7 1 2 52.3% 38.5% 6.4% 0.9% 1.8%

27 The overall grade I would give the school is:

School Name
Date Survey was administered

Total Number of Students Enrolled at School Site
Total Number of Respondents to Survey
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Month Student Teacher Total
9/2  9/3  9/4 k-4 Writing Baseline IA August 0 6 6
Sept 1 - 22 Middle School Diagnostic F&P Window September 21 0 21

October 20 1 21
November 17 1 18

10/13 to 10/27 STEP Testing Window - Elementary December 16 1 17
Thurs 10/15 – Wed 10/2 All Subjects January 19 0 19

Tues 10/27 Data Day February 14 1 15
March 19 1 20
April 18 0 18

12/9 to 12/23 STEP Testing Window - Elementary May 19 1 20
Tu 12/1 to Th 12/3 K-4 Writing June 18 1 19

12/7 to 12/11 All other Subjects July 14 0 14
18-Dec Data Day TOTAL 195 13 208

Make-Up Window (-) 2 School PD 193 15 208
Jan 11 - Jan 15 NYS ELA Test - Grades 3 4 5 Jan 19 - Jan 22
Jan 19 - Jan 22 NYS ELA Test - Grades 6  7  8 Jan 25 - 29
Mar 1 - Mar 5 NYS Math - Grades 3 4  5 Mar 8 - Mar 12 First Day / Last Day
Mar 8 - Mar 12 NYS Math - Grades 6 7 8 Mar 15 - Mar 19 NYCDOE Sept  8 (first day)  June 25 (last day)
April 7 - May 7 NYS Science - Grade 4 AF ept  1 (first dayune 25 (last day)
April 7 - May 7 NYS Science - Grade 8 Performance District Days Off AF OFF?
April 28 - May 7 NYS Science - Grade 8 Written Labor Day Sept  7 Y
Nov 18 - Nov 19 NYS Grade 5 social studies Nov 20 - 24 Yom Kippur Sept  28 SCHOOL'S CHOICE

Jun 3 - Jun 4 NYS Grade 8 Social Studies Jun 7 - Jun 9 Columbus Day Oct  12 Y
Oct 5 - Feb 12 NYS Alternate Assessment Staff PD Day (Election Da Nov  3 N

April 12 - May 14 NYSESLAT: Speaking Veterans' Day Nov  11 Y
May 3 - May 14 NYSESLAT: Reading  Writing  Listening Thanksgiving Nov  26-27 Y

Winter Hol Dec  24-31 Y
New Year's Jan  1 Y

January 5 - Feb 12 Middle school F&P Assessment Window MLK Day Jan  18 Y
1/26 to 1/29 NYS Regents Exams President's Day Feb  15 Y

2-Feb Mid-year DRP Winter Break Feb  15-19 Y
4-Feb Make-up DRP Spring Break (NYCDOE) Mar 29 - April 6 Y

Memorial Day 31-May Y
Staff PD Day 10-Jun N

2/1 t  2/12 STEP T ti d El t
IA #3

Key Testing Dates

IA #1

IA #2

Mid-Year Testing

Days-of-School Counts

NYC (District) Calendar

Start-of-Year Baseline Testing

NYS Tests

2/1 to 2/12 STEP Testing Window - Elementary
2/3 to 2/10 All Subjects (no ELA? TBD)
2/22 (Mon) Data Day

4/19 to 5/3 STEP Testing Window - Elementary
Tues 4/13 to Thurs 4/15K-4 Writing
Thurs 4/22 to Wed 4/28All other subjects
Data Day: 5/3 (Mon)

May 10 - June 11 Middle School F&P Assessment Window
8-Jun End-of-year DRP
10-Jun DRP make-up

6/15 to 6/24 NYS Regents Exams
22-Jun DRP / TerraNova Make-up

6/2 to 6/4 8th & 9th Math
6/14 to 6/28 STEP Testing Window - Elementary

Tues 6/8 to Thurs 6/10 K-4 Writing 
 Mon 6/14 to Friday 6/1 All other Subjects:

25-Jun Data Day

End-of-year tests

IA #5

IA #4










































